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Biosphere Reserves for Environmental and Economic Security (BREES): A Climate 

Change Mitigation and Adaptation Program in Asia & the Pacific 

What is it? Biospheres Reserves for Environmental and Economic 
Security (BREES) is a long term regional climate change 
and poverty alleviation programme in Asia and the 
Pacific, that works with governments, communities,  
educational institutions, and international agencies to 
use BR as learning centres for environmental and 
human adaptability to climate change effects. This 
programme invests, in particular, in community-based 
efforts to alleviate poverty, mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change impacts by establishing a critical mass of 
resources and people to effectively safeguard important 
carbon sinks, and develop innovative solutions to 
enhance livelihoods of the rural poor. Asia-Pacific 
Biosphere Reserves will serve as local, national, 
regional and global platforms for highlighting successes 
and lessons-learned, scaling-up demonstration projects, 
building dialogue, knowledge sharing, and guiding 
policies. 

Why? Biosphere reserves are ‘living laboratories for 
sustainable development’ and represent learning centers 
for environmental and human adaptability. Biosphere 
reserves are the only sites under the UN system that 
specifically calls for conservation and sustainable 
development to proceed along mutually supportive 
paths. Such mutuality requires cultural sensitivity, 
scientific expertise, and consensus-driven policy and 
decision-making. 

What is technical 
assistance? 

 
 

Beneficiary countries Indonesia, Philippines, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam 

How does it work? - Strengthening teachers’ capacities through Teaching 
and Learning for a Sustainable Future (TLSF) on 
developing and implementing Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) lessons for the 
selected schools in Cat Ba and Red River Delta BRs 
(Vietnam) 

- climate change response and biodiversity/ 
environmental conservation awareness raising 
activities for parents and community through 
Community Learning Center (CLS) in Cat Ba and 
Red River Delta BRs (Vietnam) 

- Consultative multi-stakeholder workshop to establish 
MAB National Committee in Timor-Leste 

- Collection of socio-economic and environmental 
baseline data of the potential BR area and 
establishment of draft zonation options, BR 
management policy, and BR nomination documents 
for Mt Isarog, Philippines 



- Organization of BREES Youth Award in Indonesia, 
Philippines and Vietnam 

- Strategic Meeting of Asia and the Pacific Biosphere 
Reserve Networks in Shaping the Future We Want 
for All 

- Synthesize the best practices and management 
experiences acquired by biosphere reserves in Asia 
and the Pacific region during phases 1 to 3 of the 
JFIT funding cycles 

- Stimulate exchanges between Asia-Pacific biosphere 
reserves and facilitate their relationship with other 
networks through SeaBRnet and APBRN Asia-Pacific 
Biosphere reserves exchanges. Create tools for 
exchanging previously acquired knowledge through 
dissemination, informative and training activities and 
demonstrations, following in the footsteps of the work 
of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

- Help in the training of managers, scientific teams and 
researchers interested in biosphere reserve 
management. 

Duration October 2012 - December 2016 

Expected results - ESD/Greening Schools in Viet Nam  
- Strengthening MAB programme in Philippines and 

Timor-Leste 
- Youth for Sustainable Development Award 
- Promote communication exchanges in relation 

BREES as well as other MAB-associated activities 
 

Main activities undertaken  
1. Study on Social Capital for Sustaining MAB 

Actions in Cat Ba Biosphere Reserve, Vietnam in 
collaboration with Assist Social Capital CIC, UK 
and Cat Ba BR, Vietnam.  

2. Study on Best Practices and Management 
Experiences in Ecotourism: Generating 
Alternative Livelihoods within the Palawan 
Biosphere Reserve, Philippines in collaboration 
with Palawan State University (PSU) - Center for 
Strategic Policy and Governance (CSPG). The 
main purpose of this study is to ascertain and 
document the best practices and management 
experiences in Puerto Princesa City with respect 
to ecotourism as part of alternative livelihoods 
within a biosphere reserve.  

3. Develop a series of interactive case studies that 
will be presented as audio-visual documentaries 
for online dissemination. The documentaries will 
be accompanied by engaging and informative 
narratives that draw on the experiences of the 
local community, advice from BR managers and 
outcomes from local projects. The proposal 
pivots on a series of projects initiated in Noosa 
Biosphere Reserve in Queensland, Australia and 



features a comparative analysis with similar 
projects in Great Sandy Biosphere Reserve 
(Queensland) and the Mornington Peninsula and 
Western Port Biosphere Reserve (Victoria). The 
output is a digital documentary film.  

Current status of the project Technically closed in December 2015 
 

Link to culture and 
development 

 

Contact person Shahbaz Khan, Director and Representative UNESCO 
Jakarta  
Email: s.khan@unesco.org 
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