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Building a Resilient Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra for Climate Change Mitigation 

and Biodiversity Conservation 

What is it? A UNESCO project funded by the Government of Indonesia 
through the Indonesian Fund In Trust (IFIT), lasting for two 
years and aiming to enhance the integrity of the Tropical 
Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra (TRHS) and protect it from 
further threats, as the part of TRHS’s In Danger List status 
removal efforts. 

Why? TRHS, designated as a World Heritage in 2004, was inscribed 

on the List of World Heritage in Danger in 2011. The recent 

status was given mostly due to road development plans inside 

the property and high rates of encroachment, which represent 

both potential and ascertained dangers to its Outstanding 

Universal Value (OUV) (Decision 35 COM 7B.16 of the World 

Heritage Committee). 

This project aims to enhance the integrity of the TRHS and 
protect it from further threats. UNESCO aims to support the 
Government of Indonesia to carry out a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the cumulative effects of 
all road development plans in the Bukit Barisan Mountain 
area, where the TRHS is located. The SEA will identify 
transport options for the region that do not adversely impact 
the property’s Outstanding Universal Value, including 
improved maintenance of existing legal roads. The result of 
SEA will be submitted to the World Heritage Centre as the 
inputs for TRHS management and strategy for its removal 
from the In Danger list. 

What is technical assistance? - UNESCO Jakarta will provide the technical backstopping 
though most of the technical knowledge required will be 
provided by the SEA team who will be conducting the 
assessment in the field. UNESCO will also provide the 
administrative assistance for the project, monitor the 
implementation of the project on a weekly or bi-weekly 
basis, and provide regular and final reports on the 
implementation. 

- The GoI has a key responsibility to host the socialization 
and communication workshops and remind all 
stakeholders of the legitimacy of road construction 
within a World Heritage property and within a national 
park according to Indonesian law. 

- The participation of local stakeholders, local Universities, 
as well as UNOPS and UNODC to both workshops will be 
sought. 

 

Beneficiary countries Indonesia  
The specific beneficiaries are the National Parks under the 

TRHS: Gunung Leuser National Park, Kerinci Seblat National 

Park, and Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park. Furthermore, 



the SEA result is expected to give recommendations to 

improve access and communication of local communities in 

the adjacent areas of TRHS without degrading the OUV and 

environmental quality of TRHS area. 

 

The key stakeholder is the Government of Indonesia (GOI) 

represented by Indonesia World Heritage Task Force (Pokja 

Warisan Dunia), including its members. Indonesia World 

Heritage Task Force consists of Ministry of Forestry, Ministry 

of Public Works, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Coordinating 

Ministry of People’s Welfare, and Ministry of Environment.  

 

To ensure the sense of belonging for this project, UNESCO will 
involve key beneficiary groups at the strategic level, such as 
the World Heritage Task Force, and local level (i.e. National 
Park Authority and local communities in the critical areas of 
TRHS) since the very beginning of project. The involvement 
includes facilitating the interests, needs, and participation 
from all relevant the stakeholders during the process. 

How does it work? Identifying transportation options for the area through a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the road 

development plans in TRHS.  

In this project, UNESCO will support and facilitate the 

Government of Indonesia in conducting the SEA.  

The SEA will identify opportunities to improve and maintain 

the existing legal roads, and how to avoid building new roads 

that will negatively impact the integrity of the outstanding 

universal values of TRHS. The recommendations provided 

within this assessment will be the key tools for management 

of this World Heritage property and seek for its removal from 

the In Danger list. 

 

Duration 28 months, from March 2014 to June 2016 

Expected results 1. Increased awareness of the impacts of road construction 

and habitat fragmentation amongst local government 

and local communities and other concerned parties, as 

well as the clarification of the legal status to all parties of 

the National Parks that constitute the TRHS. 

2. Improved decision making capacities at district, provincial 

and national level on road development measures that 

maximizes the ecological integrity of the TRHS landscape, 

while addressing the local development needs. 

3. The results and recommendations from the study are 

consulted and disseminated among the local 



government, local communities, NGOs and other parties 

affected by the planned road construction. 

Main activities undertaken 1. Project inception workshop (Medan, September 2014) 
2. Joint Workshop on “Assessment of Ecological Values, 

Environmental Impacts, and Socio Economic Impacts of 

Road Development Plan in the TRHS (Depok, March 2015) 

3. International Workshop on “World Heritage Sites in 

Indonesia” organized by the Indonesian National 

Commission for UNESCO (Jakarta, September 2015) 

4. Three baseline studies for the SEA (February-December 
2015) 

a. Assessment of the Ecological and Environmental 

Impacts of the Proposed Roads, with Special 

Attention to the Effects on the Integrity of TRHS 

as a World Heritage (Re-Mark Asia)  

b. Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of Road 

Development Plans in TRHS (RCCC – UI) 

c. Legal Status Analysis of the Road Development 

Planned in TRHS (Pelangi Foundation) 

5. Stakeholders Consultation Meeting: “Strategic 

Environmental Assessment for the Tropical Rainforest 

Heritage of Sumatra” (Jakarta, January 2016) 

6. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  

of the Cumulative Effects of Road Development Plans in 

TRHS 

 Conducted by DHI Water and Environment, January – 

May 2016. 

 Following IUCN guidance on integrating natural 
World Heritage sites within Environmental 
Assessments.  

Current status of the project The project will be finished on 31 June 2016 

Link to culture and development The benefit for Indonesia of ratifying the World Heritage 

Convention is belonging to an international community of 

appreciation and concern for universally significant properties 

that embody a world of outstanding examples of cultural 

diversity and natural wealth. The international prestige that 

comes from having sites inscribed on the World Heritage List 

can serve as a catalyst to raising awareness for heritage and 

natural resources preservation. 

TRHS as a Natural World Heritage site in Indonesia should be a 

magnet for international cooperation and may thus receive 

financial assistance from a variety of sources related to 

environmental conservation. Thus, keeping the property in the 

List is a key priority for the country’s development. 



Also, maintaining TRHS in the World Heritage List brings an 

increase in public awareness of the site and of its outstanding 

universal values, thus also increasing the local and 

international tourist activities at the site. When these are well 

planned for and organized respecting sustainable tourism 

principles, they can bring important funds to the site and to 

the local economy. 

Contact person Shahbaz Khan, Director and Representative UNESCO Jakarta  
Email: s.khan@unesco.org  
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