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What is it? A UNESCO project funded by Japan Government lasting 
for more than 6 years and focuses on rethinking science 
education to put it in the context of Education for 
Sustainable Development, and introduces innovations 
into the teaching of science, technology, engineering 
and energy in higher institutions of learning and research 
and development bodies in Asia and the Pacific to make 
it a more effective tool to build their knowledge, skills 
and attitudes for sustainable living 
 

Why? To engage individuals, academic institutions and 
governments to develop and use science education as a 
fundamental basis for sustainable development in Asia 
and the Pacific. 
 

What is technical 
assistance? 

- Technical assistants maintains the digital learning 
archive through which the course materials are 
accessible. 

- Mobilized its regional networks and partnerships with 
other regional organizations to identify and provide 
the required technical expertise for the development 
of the teaching materials and course content. 

- Facilitated advocacy work with science and 
education officials through its Field Offices in the 
region, the National Commissions in the participating 
countries, and its own links and partnerships with 
government and academy. 

 

Beneficiary countries Countries in Asia-Pacific in close coordination with Other 

UNESCO Field Offices in the region, National Research 

and Education Networks (NREN) in Asia Pacific and 

regional engineering networks (FEASEAP, AEESEAP) 

How does it work? - Regional Experts Meeting to Develop a Framework 

for Science Education in the Context of ESD -  This 

meeting convened experts from academe, regional 

networks and policy institutions to elicit from a broad 

base the essential structure and content of the 

regional framework for science education in the 

context of ESD. 

- Development and validation of a model 

interdisciplinary course and Masterclass 

- Mobilizing science knowledge through Information 
Communication Technologies through CONNECT 
Asia as a group of national, sub-regional and 
regional ICT Networks. 

- Developed a website to stream and archive E-
learning and MasterClass materials 



 

Duration 6 years (Start 01 January 2010 and finished December 

2015) 

Expected results - Coordination, collaboration and harmonization 
amongst regional organizations in science education 
increased to improve quality of science education in 
the region. 

- Maintaining an effective and flexible mechanism to 
share Asian expertise in developing and 
disseminating e-learning course materials and 
conducting science and technology R&D 

- To increase access to quality education tools and 
resources through the use of information and 
communication technology networks to deliver 
science and engineering education to a wider 
audience. 

 

Main activities undertaken Activities: 
 
- Pilot project in 4 countries, to localize material of 

Energy for Sustainable Development to their 
countries curricula to adapt and sustain it. 

- More than 25 various of E-learning courses, 
Masterclass and events already conducted and 
broadcasted, in close coordination with National 
Research and Education Network in Asia Pacific 
Region 

- In 2011, UNESCO Jakarta and CONNECT Asia 
successfully break the Guinness World Record with 
“The largest online ecology seminar involved 2,592 
participants and was achieved by UNESCO Jakarta 
& CONNECT-Asia in Jakarta, the event was about 
Building Green Societies event. 

- In youth programme, the Agorasia Youth was 
conducted lectures and workshops to explore the 
students’ opportunities in contribute to sustainable 
development from the following aspects: science and 
technology, preserving world heritage and 
international cooperation 

 
Publication 

 Booklet of CONNECT Asia 

 Website of COMPETENCE Project, CONNECT 
Asia website and E-learning archieve 

 Leaflet of all e-learning courses and MasterClass 

 Reports on meetings and workshops 

 Project progress reports submitted regularly 
 

Current status of the project The project finished on December 2015 
 

Link to culture and 
development 

During the project implementation, UNESCO Jakarta 
has coordinated with Ministry of Education and National 
Research and Education Network in Asia Pacific 



countries as the main partners. The project has been 
also working with UNESCO World Heritage on One Day 
in Asia event, this event was to utilize the power of 
CONNECT-Asia ICT networks and mobile technology to 
livestream a broadcast from UNESCO World 
Heritage sites located in multiple countries. 
 
The development programme of action for science and 
education within the context of ESD has been also 
succeed in 4 countries, UNESCO in close coordination 
with SEEForum, embed the course of Energy for 
Sustainable Development  to their own curricula, to 
adapt and sustain the course. The E‐learning course of 
Energy for Sustainable Development has developed 
course materials and curriculum for Vietnam in 2011, 
Lao PDR in 2012, Cambodia in 2013, and Myanmar in 
2014. The curriculum will be implemented until now.  
 

Contact person Shahbaz Khan, Director and Representative UNESCO 
Jakarta  
Email: s.khan@unesco.org 
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