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What is it? UNESCO’s Bioethics Programme is dedicated to using 
scientific and technological progress to improve life on our 
planet and to promote the enjoyment of human rights by all. 
 
UNESCO Jakarta office work closely with the EST Section in 
Paris and other field offices in the region to deliver Bioethics 
capacity-building projects in the countries under its coverage 
(Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, Timor-Leste and Philippines). In 
line with the global and regional strategies, bioethics 
capacity-building activities carried out by Jakarta Office will 
focus on two areas: Assisting Bioethics Committees and Ethics 
Education Programme. 

Why? Bioethics provides an inclusive platform to address urgent 
matters that affect everyone, including gender and social 
equity, environmental integrity, and the fulfillment of the 
rights to health. In this sense, bioethics represents a “bridge 
to the future” 

What is technical assistance? UNESCO Jakarta Office works with Member States in the 
region to foster informed decisions about the use of Science, 
Technology and Innovation and to ensure an equitable 
distribution of the benefits, especially in regards to the most 
vulnerable and marginalized communities and individuals. 
 
UNESCO assists countries to realize the universal principles 
contained in the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights (2005). 

Beneficiary countries Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and 
Timor-Leste. 

How does it work? UNESCO Jakarta Office works with Member States in the 
region to foster informed decisions about the use of Science, 
Technology and Innovation and to ensure an equitable 
distribution of the benefits, especially in regards to the most 
vulnerable and marginalized communities and individuals.  

Duration 24 months, from 2016 to 2017 

Expected results 1. Gain a thorough understanding of the state of the art 
of bioethics in a country that will become the 
beneficiary of UNESCO’s capacity building projects – 
Assisting Bioethics Committees (ABC) and Ethics 
Education for a more focused and effective 
implementation. 

2. Build a consensus among national stakeholders on 
the country’s needs, and UNESCO’s interventions 
designed to address those needs.  

3. Consolidate the capacity-building initiatives of 
UNESCO in bioethics, create synergies and cost-
savings in their delivery.  



4. Offer to the Member States a single and 
comprehensive bioethics capacity-building scheme to 
help them promote the realization of the Universal 
Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights. 

Main activities undertaken 1. A consultation/assessment mission to the country to 
discuss with the national stakeholders bioethics 
priorities in the national context, identify the areas 
most in need of UNESCO support (focusing on 
national bioethics committee and ethics education 
state of the art). A national bioethics roundtable can 
be organized in order to bring together the national 
stakeholders and to initiate the discussion and 
exchange of ideas. 

2. Developing a roadmap for bioethics capacity-building. 
This would be project carried out preferably by a local 
actor (NGO for instance), with the assistance and 
backstopping of a UNESCO-selected expert. 

3. A Memorandum of Understanding on comprehensive 
bioethics capacity-building cooperation between the 
government of the country and UNESCO, based on 
the roadmap developed. 

4. Capacity-building assistance – depending on the 
roadmap to be developed, this will be focusing on the 
creation or reinforcement of the national bioethics 
infrastructure (the ABC project), or on introducing or 
supporting teaching of bioethics in universities 
(Bioethics Core Curriculum and Ethics Teachers 
Training Course).  

Current status of the project The project is in preparatory stage. Discussions with National 
Bioethics Committees (NBC) in Indonesia and Malaysia is on-
going to launch country level programme, namely Assisting 
Bioethics Committees (ABC) and Ethics Teachers Training 
Programme. At global level, UNESCO Jakarta is coordinating 
National Bioethics Committee to participate in bi-annual 
Global Forum of National Ethics Committees, 16-17 March, to 
be hosted by the German National Ethics Council in Berlin. 

Link to culture and development The project will work through existing institutional channels, 
in particular those of the UNESCO Management of Social 
Transformations (MOST) programme, and will also support 
the development of specific innovative mechanisms. In 
particular, the project will enable organization of a MOST 
Ministerial Forum in 2015 focusing on the creation of 
inclusive and equitable communities as well as of a series of 
MOST Schools bringing together academics and policy 
practitioners around key conceptual, methodological and 
action-oriented challenges in promoting policy inclusiveness. 
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