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What is it? The annual celebration of World Press Freedom Day on 3 
May. 
 

Why? Every year, 3 May is World Press Freedom Day. It is a date 
which celebrates the fundamental principles of press freedom; 
to evaluate press freedom around the world, to defend the 
media from attacks on their independence and to pay tribute 
to journalists who have lost their lives in the exercise of their 
profession.  
The international day was proclaimed by the UN General 
Assembly in 1993 following a Recommendation adopted at 
the 26th Session of UNESCO's General Conference in 1991. 
This in turn was a response to a call by African journalists who 
in 1991 produced the landmark Windhoek Declaration on 
media pluralism and independence. 

What is technical assistance? UNESCO leads the worldwide celebration by identifying the 
global thematic and organizing the main event in different 
parts of world every year. 
 

Beneficiary countries Over 100 national and regional celebrations take place each 
year to commemorate this Day. 

How does it work? 1. Every year, UNESCO leads the global celebration by 
proposing a global thematic which is reflective of the 
latest trends in freedom of expression and press 
freedom. 

2. UNESCO also organizes a main event which takes places 
in different region every year. Globally, around 100 
national or regional events takes places independently or 
together with UNESCO’s field offices to mark the day. 

3. UNESCO also awards the prestigious UNESCO/Guillermo 
Cano World Press Freedom Prize on the 3 May date. 

4. Hundreds of organizations participates in the celebration 
and adapts the global thematic to local context. 

 

Duration 3 May 

Expected results Through this project, the freedom of expression community 
celebrates the fundamental principles of press freedom; to 
evaluate press freedom around the world, to defend the 
media from attacks on their independence and to pay tribute 
to journalists who have lost their lives in the exercise of their 
profession. 
It contributes directly to UNESCO’s mandate as the 
specialized UN agency that promotes freedom of expression. 

Main activities undertaken The main event of the WPFD took place in Riga, Latvia in 
2015.  

Current status of the project The main event of the WPFD in 2016 will take place in 
Helsinki, Finland. 
In 2017, the main event of the WPFD will take place in 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
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