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A Sustainable Future: Supporting Indonesia's Strategies to Address the Social 

Implications of Climate Change  

What is it? UNESCO Jakarta Office with fund-in-trust from the government of the Republic of 
Indonesia has pioneered sustainability science approach to address complex 
environmental issues that have profound social and economic implications for the 
affected communities in Southeast Asia. Sustainability Science relies on the experience 
and knowledge generated in various scientific disciplines. 

Why? Climate change is a major driver of social transformation in Indonesia, increasing 
vulnerability of communities to natural disasters and hampering economic growth. 
The destructive trends of deforestation, forest fires, and peatland degradation have 
already placed Indonesia as one of the world’s largest emitters of greenhouse gases. 
UNESCO Jakarta Office promotes the use of interdisciplinary research as a tool to 
obtain knowledge and apply it in developing national and sub-national policies on 
climate change adaptation and mitigation. 

What is 
technical 
assistance? 

UNESCO’s projects in sustainability science facilitates building of linkages to 
1. Unite communities, policymakers, private sector and academic establishment 

to collectively identify the pressing challenges and devise effective solutions. 
2. Use indigenous knowledge systems developed with long and close interaction 

with nature to complement the knowledge derived from modern science. 
3. Build capacity for linking knowledge with action to promote sustainability. 

Beneficiary 
countries 

Indonesia & other ASEAN Member States 

How does 
it work? 

Social and Human Sciences Sector of UNESCO Jakarta Office has teamed up with the 
Indonesian partners – Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI) and various universities, to 
conduct research studies on the social dimension of climate change and 
environmental degradation within vulnerable communities in different regions of the 
country. This ongoing research is designed to provide new knowledge on the social 
dimension of the climate change. 
 
In an effort to upscale and consolidate the results of the past projects in sustainability 
science, UNESCO Jakarta Office is developing an Applied Sustainable Science Model. 
Based on this model, UNESCO will pilot sustainability science projects in various 
communities across Indonesia. 

Duration 13 January 2014 – 31 October 2016 

Expected 
results 

The project aims at contributing to the development of reliable, research-based 
knowledge on climate change and its effect in society. The overall goal of this project 
is to raise awareness of the social dimension of climate change and prepare the 
ground for Indonesia to address potential challenges in this area. 

Main 
activities 
undertake
n 

1. Regional Workshop on the social impact of climate change in Southeast Asia 
2. Research on new methods to mitigate the negative impact of climate change 

on communities in Indonesia  
3. Support Government planning and implementing agencies in improving 

systems and procedures for administering coordinated and participatory 
development of environmental change policies and programmes.   

Current 
status of 
the project 

In implementing the initial stage of project, UNESCO collaborated with relevant 
institutions to conduct research studies on the social dimension of climate change 
within vulnerable communities to provide new knowledge on the social dimension of 
the impacts of climate change and vulnerability. To date, 5 research studies have been 
conducted: 



1. LIPI research on the Development and Climate Change Adaptation in the 
Agriculture Sector: A Case Study (Central Java)  

2. LIPI research on the Impact of Climate Change on Social Vulnerability and Food 
Security in Eastern Lombok Coastal Communities (West Nusa Tenggara)  

3. Andalas University research on Social Impact Assessment and Livelihood 
Analysis for Strengthening Local Action against Deforestation and Land 
Degradation in Solok in Solok (West Sumatra) 

4. Mataram University research on Social Impact Assessment in West Lombok 
(West Nusa Tenggara) 

5. Gadjah Mada University research on Livelihood Analysis and Findings in Bantul 
(Yogyakarta)  

 
The next stage of the project will be to analyse and synthesize outputs from these case 
studies to develop an Applied Model of Sustainability Science Framework, and to 
validate the model through a workshop which will invite key experts from Indonesia 
and the region. In addition to that, a Call for Proposal for 3 pilot projects based on the 
developed model will be made during the workshop. 

Link to 
culture and 
developme
nt 

In line with the Post-2015 Development Agenda, this project focuses on developing 
research capabilities regarding social dimensions of climate change in vulnerable 
communities in Indonesia and the ASEAN countries. It also aims at creating or 
improving policies concerning climate change issues. Enhanced knowledge of the 
social dimension of climate change helps to mitigate its effects, and increases the 
chances of adaptation to climate mutations. This will benefit vulnerable and 
disadvantaged people, who are the most exposed to disasters triggered by mutations 
in the environment. As poverty often amplifies and exacerbates persistent 
vulnerabilities, knowledge becomes a tool for poverty alleviation and increased 
awareness of potential natural threats. This compounds the efforts to promote an 
agenda for sustainable and equitable development that benefits society as a whole. 
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