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Science Harnessed for ASEAN Regional Policy (SHARP) 

What is it? A UNESCO project funded by the Malaysian UNESCO 
Cooperation Programme (MUCP) lasting for more than two 
years and aiming to support demonstration and synthesis of 
environmental sustainability best practices to underpin 
sustainable development policies across the ASEAN Member 
States . This project aims to support demonstration and 
synthesis of environmental sustainability best practices to 
underpin sustainable development policies across the ASEAN 
Member States. 
 

Why? Responding to the ASEAN needs, the project develops strategies 
to protect the environment and the sustainable use and 
management of natural resources essential to the long-term 
economic growth and social development of ASEAN member 
states. It is aligned with the ASEAN-UNESCO Framework 
Agreement of Cooperation (FAC) and associated Indicative Joint 
Programme of Action (2014-2018) and UNESCO Regional 
Bureau’s Science Support Strategy: Meeting Society’s Needs 
with Science-based Solutions. “Environmental Sustainability” is 
one of the seven priority areas in the ASEAN – UNESCO FAC 
which builds upon the ASEAN Vision 2020, calling for “a clean 
and green ASEAN”, with fully established mechanisms to ensure 
the protection of the environment, sustainability of natural 
resources, and high quality of life for people in the region. 

What is technical assistance? Technical assistance is non-financial assistance provided by local 
or international specialists such as sharing information and 
expertise, instruction, skills training, transmission of working 
knowledge, and consulting services and may also involve the 
transfer of technical data. 
UNESCO Jakarta provides comprehensive technical and 
administrative assistance to the project, coordinating its 
implementation, liaising with all the involved partners and 
related stakeholders, and monitoring the correct delivery of the 
expected results. Regular progress reports and a final report are 
produced for the donor. The office also contributes to the 
dissemination of the project through regular publications in the 
web.  
 

Beneficiary countries The primary target beneficiaries of this project are the ASEAN 
countries, particularly Malaysia and Philippines. 
 

How does it work? In cooperation with international experts from ASEAN 
communities and UNESCO’s networks, the project is developed 
and delivered under three components:  
 
Component 1: Policy Linkages Review and Analysis 
This component provides policy basis for future cooperation on 
environmental sustainability among ASEAN countries and 



UNESCO’s network as well for developing stronger links 
between science and society by the following activities:  

- ASEAN-UNESCO Environmental Sustainability 
Committee meeting to develop strategies for policy 
paper   

- ASEAN-UNESCO workshop on science-policy-society 
interface to develop policy paper and strategy to 
introduce it to the next ASEAN Plan of Action on Science 
and Technology 2016-2020 

- Introduction of policy paper on science-policy-society 
interface to the ASEAN Plan of Action on Science and 
Technology – Implementation Framework 2016-2020 

 
Component 2: Establishment of Environmental Sustainability 
Demonstration Pilot Projects 
 
UNESCO demonstrates innovative science, best management 
practice and participatory process by closely engaging with 
Malaysian and ASEAN universities, research institutes and other 
governmental institutions. It will develop and establish three 
pilot projects in Cambodia, Malaysia and Philippines as follows:  

- Demonstration site on “Restoring and Enhancing 
Angkor World Heritage Site by Improving Water 
Management at Siem Reap City and Tonle Sap 
Biosphere Reserve” in Cambodia 

- Demonstration site on “Water and Environmental 
Sustainability Education Linked with Ecotourism in 
Langkawi Geopark” in Malaysia 

- Demonstration site on “Enhancing Resilience to 
Disasters of Urban Water Systems of Mindanao” in 
Philippines  

 
Component 3: Establishment and Promotion of Environmental 
Sustainability ICT Knowledge Platform for Science-Society-
Policy Interface  
 
This component develops frameworks and techniques that can 
manage natural resources management in a more integrated 
package by: 

- Conducting needs assessment for environmental 
sustainability knowledge platform consisting of 
knowledge management system, e-learning courses 
through the COMPETENCE; 

- Developing ASEAN – UNESCO environmental 
sustainability knowledge platform using ICT based on 
the needs assessment; 

- Organizing workshop to launch the ASEAN – UNESCO 
environmental sustainability knowledge platform; and 

- Establishing partnerships between environmental 
sustainability research projects and regional 
communities in ASEAN countries. 



Duration July 2014 to June 2016 
 

Expected results Through this project, a regional science-policy-society interface 
for environmental sustainability in ASEAN science programmes 
for the attainment of the Internationally Agreed Development 
Goals and responding to the challenges addressed under the 
Development Agenda 2030 was conducted and a policy paper 
on science-policy-society interface to the ASEAN Plan of Action 
on Science and Technology - Implementation Framework 2016-
2020 has been developed.  
 
Three demonstration sites for showcasing the science for 
sustainable development approach have been established in:  
 

- Cambodia: Demonstrate science for sustainable 
approach in preserving man-made heritage site through 
rational principles of water and environmental 
management 
 

- Malaysia: Demonstrate science education for 
sustainable development in preserving natural geopark 
site through rational science principles of water and 
environmental management; and 
 

- Philippines: Demonstrate science for sustainable 
development in enhancing water security and 
communities resilience towards natural disaster and 
climate change through rational science principles 

 
The project will also help the development of an ICT platform 
for cooperation benefiting from expertise from ASEAN member 
states and UNESCO's network using existing ICT network aiming 
at synthesizing new linkages among sectors, developing 
strategies for prominent interface between science, society and 
policy and building capacity on environmental sustainability 
with science-society-policy interface. 

Main activities undertaken The "UNESCO Regional Workshop on Science-Policy-Society 
Interface for Environmental Sustainability" was held in March 
2015 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 
Several coordination meetings on the implementation of 
UNESCO-ASEAN FAC roadmap for science have undertaken at 
the higher level for the promotion of science-policy-society 
interface for environmental sustainability in ASEAN countries. 
This include several meetings with the ASEAN Deputy Secretary 
General for Socio-Cultural Community, the Director of Cross-
Sectoral Cooperation of ASEAN, held with the Head of ASEAN 
STI Division and with the head of ASEAN Foundation ( to discuss 
about issues related to sustainability and culture). The last 
meeting was took place on 28 August 2015 at the ASEAN 
Secretariat between UNESCO and the Division of Environment, 



Cross-Sectoral Cooperation, ASEAN-Socio-Cultural Community 
Department. During the meeting, it was also discussed the 
possibility of developing a new project proposal on ASEAN 
Green Network of Biosphere Reserves and World Natural 
Heritage Sites, UNESCO also proposed to Strengthen the ASEAN 
Centre for Biodiversity to Become a Globally Accredited Centre 
of Excellence. 
 
The establishment of the three demonstration sites are ongoing 
in collaboration with local stakeholders such as UNESCO Phnom 
Penh office in Cambodia, LESTARI-UKM for Langkawi (Malaysia) 
and HELP Davao Network for Davao City (Philippines)  
 

Current status of the project Follow-up activities 
The development of the Genetic Frameworks on Sustainability 
Science which will guide the final policy paper to be shared with 
ASEAN Secretariat are under development and will be compiled 
by the end of June 2016  
 
Visibility activities 
The results and findings from the project will be compiled and 
shared with ASEAN secretariat as a working document to 
support the implementation of the ASEAN-UNESCO Framework 
Agreement of Cooperation (FAC) and associated Indicative Joint 
Programme of Action (2014-2018). 
 
Communication and information 
All the activities of the project are reported on the website of 
UNESCO Jakarta and are also reported by local media 
 

Link to science and development The project responds to the needs to protect the environment 
and the sustainable use and management of natural resources 
essential to the long term economic growth and social 
development of ASEAN member states and the importance to 
strengthen the linkages among science, policy and society to 
support environmental sustainability in ASEAN countries for 
more sustainable and resilient futures. The project also 
contributes to raise awareness about the UNESCO regional 
bureau’s science support strategy among policymakers in the 
ASEAN region, with a view to position this as part of the 
adaptive national and regional science and technology policy. 
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