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Professor Datuk Dr Azizan Baharuddin received her B.Sc (Hons) in Biology 
from the University of Tasmania, Australia in 1978, MSc (Univ. College 
London) in 1979 and PhD in Philosophy of Science (Science & Islam) from 
University of Lancaster, U.K. in 1989. She specializes in interfaith and inter-
civilisational dialogue, Islam and science, environmental ethics, bioethics, 
as well religion and sustainable development. She has published widely in 
all these areas (more than 200 books, book chapters, monographs and 
articles). She is active in several governmental non-governmental 
organizations connected with interfaith and inter-cultural dialogue, youth, 
gender, development & religion and the environment, and is a member of 
various advisory and consultative committees for ministries in Malaysia. 
She was appointed by the Prime Minister as the Chairman of the National 

Committee for the Promotion of Understanding and Harmony Among Religious Adherents (JKMPKA) from 
2014 – 2015; appointed by the Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation as a member (2009 – 
current) and Chairman of the National Bioethics Council (2014 – 2015). She was appointed by the Director-
General of UNESCO as Member of the International Bioethics Committee in Paris (2014 – 2017). Due to 
her work and contribution in the area of Science & Religion, she has received an award from the Centre 
for Theology & Natural Sciences (2001), USA.  She was Director at the Centre for Civilisational Dialogue 
(until 2011) and Professor at the University of Malaya until 2015. She was appointed the Deputy Director-
General of  the Institute of Islamic Understanding Malaysia/ Institut Kefahaman Islam Malaysia (IKIM) in 
2011 and the Director-General in 2015. 
 
 

Dr. Muzaherul Huq is a medical graduate of Dhaka University (1972) with MBBS 
degree, with the specialization in Forensic Pathology from London Hospital 
Medical College and Masters in Medical Education from Dundee University, UK. 
He has taught ethics to medical students from 1973 as lecturer in Forensic 
Medicine. He also directed two national organizations: the Centre for Medical 
Education and the Institute of Public Health in Dhaka. He currently teaches ethics 
as visiting professor in Public Health and Informatics Department of Jahangir 
Nagar University. He is the current Chairman of Public Health Foundation of 
Bangladesh and Founder President of South East Asia Association of Health 

Ethics (SEAAHE), the organizations involved in teaching and promoting health ethics. He served with WHO 
in South-East Asia as HRH specialist and Regional Adviser for Health Human Resources. Prof. Huq is the 
National Committee Member of Organization for Implementation of Human Rights in Bangladesh and 
current Vice Chairman of Indo Pacific Association of Law, Medicine and Sciences (INPALMS).  
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Dr. Marie-Geneviève Pinsart is a professor of philosophy at the Free 
University of Brussels and the Director of the Department of Philosophy, 
Ethics and Science of religion and secularism (2012-2016). Prof. Pinsart has 
published many papers in her major research areas of philosophy of 
technology, ethics, applied ethics (bioethics), French and contemporary 
philosophy, and gender studies. Since 2005, she has been a member of the 
Belgian Bioethics Advisory Committee, serving two terms as a chairwoman 
and as vice-chairwomen. Prof. Pinsart is a member of several other ethical 
review bodies in the country, such as Iris Sud Hospital Ethical Committee in 
Brussels and the Federal Commission on Medical and Scientific Research on 
In-Vitro Embryo. On the international level, she is a member of the 
International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO since 2016, and an expert in 

medical protocol assessment for the European Commission, Research DG, Horizontal Aspects and 
Coordination (Ethics and Gender Issues). 
 
 

Dr. Shaikh Mohd Saifuddeen bin Shaikh Mohd Salleh is currently Senior 
Fellow and Director at the Centre for Science and Environment Studies, 
Institute of Islamic Understanding Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur.  He holds a 
degree in chemistry and a master’s degree in business administration from 
the University of Glasgow, as well as a master’s degree in history and 
philosophy of science, and a doctorate degree in the same field from the 
University of Malaya. At the national level, he is a member of the National 
Bioethics Council of Malaysia under the Ministry of Science, Technology and 
Innovation; and member of the Public Awareness Action Committee on 
Organ Donation under the Ministry of Health. He is also involved with a 
number of committees such as Member of the Curriculum Review Panel for 
the Programme of Applied Sciences and Islamic Studies at the University of 

Malaya; Member of the Research Ethics Committee of Universiti Teknologi MARA; Member of the Expert 
Panel Committee of Islamic Science and Technology under Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka; and distinguished 
fellow of the research advisory committee of the Malaysian Biotechnology Information Centre. 
 
 

Dr. Mehrunisha Suleman completed a BA in biomedical sciences at the 
University of Cambridge, she read ethics and epidemiology at Harvard, and 
holds an MSc in global health sciences and a medical degree from Oxford 
University. She is currently a PhD student in Research Ethics at Oxford 
University’s Ethox Centre. Her thesis is titled: “Does Islam influence 
biomedical research ethics?” She has worked with Sir Muir Gray on the 
Department of Health’s QIPP Right Care Programme. She has been involved 
in the design and construction of Population Based Accountable Integrated 
Care Systems, as well as developing an online tool for commissioners, 
clinicians and patient groups on health care systems design. She is co-editor 

of the NHS Atlas of Variation for Diabetes and Liver Disease. Alongside her university training and work in 
the NHS, she has been studying the Islamic Sciences with Sheikh Akram Nadwi and more recently with 
Professor Tariq Ramadan. She completed her Alimiyyah degree with Al Salaam Institute in 2013. She will 
begin a post doctoral fellowship at the University of Cambridge from October 2016 focusing on End of life 
care from the Muslim perspective. 


