
 

 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to send this message for Hari UNESCO Malaysia.  

This is the third time we celebrate this special day for UNESCO and for Malaysia. 

Launched in 2011, Hari UNESCO Malaysia has become a day to celebrate the 

leading role of Malaysia in implementing UNESCO’s global mandate.  

This is a day also to thank the Government and people of Malaysia for their 

commitment to UNESCO’s work in promoting equitable and inclusive growth, in 

advancing poverty eradication and in strengthening the foundations for sustainable 

development. 

I believe it is special that Hari UNESCO Malaysia is celebrated this year in the city 

of Melaka, which is part of the Melaka and George Town, historic cities of the 

Straits of Malacca World Heritage. I had the pleasure to visit Melaka last May, 

during my first official visit to your country. This beautiful city embodies Malaysia’s 

rich multicultural heritage, its spirit of openness and tolerance, and the wealth of its 

cultural traditions that have been passed down across generations.  
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Today is an opportunity to showcase Malaysia's leadership in UNESCO and its 

commitment to the values we share. 

Malaysia’s achievements testify to your deep belief in the power of education for 

tackling poverty and building inclusive prosperity. They highlight also Malaysia's 

commitment to safeguarding and sharing its vibrant culture diversity.  

In this regard, I welcome the recent ratification by the Government of Malaysia of 

the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. I 

look forward to Malaysia becoming a full member of this vital convention later this 

month, on 23 October. 

I wish to thank Malaysia also for its commitment to sharing its experience and 

expertise with the international community. We see this through your leadership in 

promoting South-South cooperation for the benefit of the countries of the Asia and 

the Pacific region as well as for Africa, and with emphasis on Least Developed 

Countries and Small Island Developing States. I am proud that the Malaysian 

Category II Centres under the auspices of UNESCO - the International Science, 

Technology and Innovation Centre for South-South Cooperation and the Regional 

Humid Tropics Hydrology and Water Resources Centre – both of which I visited – 

are playing a leading role in sharing their expertise and knowledge and building 

capacities for sustainable development. 

In April 2013, a new Malaysia-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust agreement was signed that 

will take our partnership to a higher level of collaboration. This Fund will directly 

contribute to building regional prosperity and peace in the region, through 

cooperation in education, culture and the sciences. With the advent of the ASEAN 

Community in 2015, built upon political cohesion, economic integration and socio-

cultural harmony, there could not be a better time for reinforcing our ties. 

On this occasion, I wish to thank the Government of Malaysia, and especially Tan 

Sri Dato’ Hj. Muhyiddin bin Hj. Mohd Yassin, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 

Education and President of the Malaysian National Commission for UNESCO. I 

thank everyone present at Independence Memorial Square, in Melaka, for your 

commitment.  
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For five decades, your country has been a champion for UNESCO -- inside the 

Organization and across the world. This support is essential today for reaching the 

objectives we share. 

In this spirit, I wish you a wonderful Hari UNESCO Malaysia and thank you once 

again 

 

Irina Bokova 
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