Closing Remarks by:

UNESCO Jakarta Director and Representative, Mr. Hubert Gijzen at the

Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) Workshop: Addressing HIV, Drugs and Sexual Risk BehavioursBehaviors for Youth in Formal and Non-Formal Sectors
The Philippines on October 29-30, 2012

Crown Plaza Manila Galleria, Ortigas Avenue, Quezon City
Undersecretary, Department of Health, Dr. David J. Lozada Jr., 

Undersecretary, Department of Interior and Local Government, Hon. Austere Panadero,

Commissioner Hon. Percival Cendana, National Youth Commission (NYC),

Dr. Roderick Poblete and Dr. Susan P. Gregorio of PNAC (Philippines National AIDS Council.)
Dr. Evelina Vicencio of University of the East in Manila, College of Education,
Distinguished guests from  UN partners such UNFPA, UNICEF and UNAIDS, PNAC, DepEd, TESDA (Technical Education and Skills development Authority), Commission on Higher Education (CHED),   Department of Health, DILG (Department of the Interior and Local Government), Philippines National Commission for UNESCO, Catholic Education Association of the Philippines (CEAP), Health Action Information Network (HAIN), National Youth Commission (NYC), Department of Labor and Employment  – Occupational Safety and health Center (DOLE-OSCH) , Aids Society of Philippines (ASP), Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), Family Planning Organization of the Philippine (FPOP), Pinoy Plus Association (PPA), and other government partners, including civil society, especially youth networks, thank you to all of you.

Thank you for your help to improve health and sexuality education for young people, for Out of School Youth, especially Young Key Affected Populations.
I want to send a Special Thank You to UNAIDS and PNAC for all their hard work in preparations to make sure all logistics were in order for a smooth workshop. 

On behalf of the organizing partners, it is a pleasure and an honor to briefly provide the closing remarks on the occasion of this important workshop on Comprehensive Sexuality Education in the Philippines.

 The objective was to introduce the International Technical Guidelines on Sexuality Education (ITGSE) developed by UNESCO, UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO, which provided scientific evidence from review of 87 programs world on the important of Comprehensive Sexuality Education.  And importantly you group discussions leading to recommendations in the development of teacher & facilitator training manuals focusing on the CSE needs of out of school youth and particularly young key affected populations (YKAP). 
As you prepare to return to your respective agencies and departments, I urge you to pass on to your colleagues a few of the important findings of the ITGSE, mainly that:

o
“more than a third of programmes delayed the initiation of sexual intercourse” 

o
“about a third of programmes decreased the frequency of sexual intercourse”; and

o
“more than a third decreased the number of sexual partners”
The ITGSE although originally developed in review of the formal sector can be used as reference material for development of CSE material for Out of School Youth and Young Key Affected Populations, as you have been discussing for the past two days.

I learned that the workshop enjoyed discussion on the role and capacity of the formal sector to collaborate and coordinate their work with the non-formal and informal sectors to reach the youth most at risk. In addition, there was a common consensus to have PNAC (Philippines National AIDS Council) as the coordinating body to lead the future of this work considering the mandate provided to it the Government of the Philippines. Furthermore, we hope this workshop strengthens the role of DepEd in the PNAC, as an executive member, within their respective duty to meet the CSE needs of young people under its care.   

Development of CSE material for out of school youth is work in progress and our efforts here will help built the capacity of the government sector to meet the needs of young people, including marginalized populations, directly and with support of CSOs.
I also appreciate the collaboration with youth and others stakeholders in the formal sector, on effective use of social media to deliver CSE to young people. Internet and innovative approaches are important components in the response to reach young people who have many alternative options.

This meeting is an essential step forward in furthering our common agenda of improving sexuality and health education for young people in the Philippines. UNESCO is proud to be part of this, and together with all of you. 

Thank you for your attention and I wish you the best of success in this important long term work.
