
Main Goal 
The overall goal of the project is to 
analyse and agree on the role of 
media in supporting the UN Post-
2015 Development Agenda. 
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BRIEF INTRODUCTION 
 
 As stated in the UNESCO International Conference celebrated in commemoration of World Press Freedom 
on 5-6 May 2014 in Paris, freedom of expression and its corollary of press freedom and freedom of 
information are fundamental rights as well as enablers of many goals relevant to the post-2015 
Development Agenda. These include good governance, transparency and access to information, 
empowerment of women and youth, ending poverty, sustainable development and ensuring stable and 
peaceful societies. 
 
The “Global Media Forum: The Role of Media in Realizing The Future We Want For All”, which UNESCO will 
organize in co-operation with the Government of Indonesia from 26 to 28 of August 2014, aims to define 
the role of media in the development agenda that will continue the efforts of the Millennium Development 
Goals after the year 2015. The Forum will bring together media practitioners, associations, government 
officials, academics, civil society and youth representatives from around the world to discuss the role that 
media could play in shaping and implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The forum will be 
preceded by a five day training of youth on media and participation in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Media is an indispensable partner in development for which the participation of media and civil society to 
adapt to a changing world is vital, especially in mobilizing public participation. With that idea in mind, while 
noting Indonesia’s role as one of the leading countries in supporting the upcoming Post-2015 Development 
Agenda, it is timely to call an international forum that will define the role that media, including social media, 
could play in the new development framework. The Global Media Forum proposes as such to focus on the 
promotion of peace and build on previous UNESCO initiatives. 
 
The year 2015 is the due date for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that were agreed by the 
world leaders in the year 2000 at the UN General Assembly to address the development challenges. That 
date is getting closer, and despite some meaningful improvements and achievements, we are still far from 
accomplishing what was established in that development agenda. Currently, the world faces the challenge 
of agreeing on a new set of goals that both continues the success of the MDGs and makes use of their 
strengths, as well as balancing the MDGs’ weaknesses. In July 2012 the United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon established a High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons (HLPEP, co-chaired by the Persident of 
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Indonesia1, charged with the responsibility of consulting and consolidating global voices on a Post-2015 
Development Framework. In addition to that, the Rio+20 Earth Summit formalized the establishment of an 
open working group of 30 nations tasked to develop Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  
 
The report of the HLPEP makes detailed recommendations towards twelve universal goals for the decade 
after 20152. The Global Media Forum  is envisaged as a further contribution to the shaping of the ongoing 
discussion around development after 2015.  
 
Some of the goals listed by the HLP have a direct link to the current MDGs, while others are relatively new. 
Noteworthy amongst the new goals are those ensuring good governance and effective institutions, and in 
which freedom of speech and the media, openness, transparency and access to information are specifically 
highlighted.  But still, as it happened in the MDGs, little attention is drawn to media and its role in 
development. 
 
A further contribution to the debate has been made by the United Nations Groups on the Information 
Society (UNGIS)3. It has proposed that ICTs as key enablers of development are fully recognized in the post-
2015 development agenda, and has pointed out that “ICTs in general, and the Internet in particular, play an 
important part in ensuring rights-based development, especially enabling wider exercise of freedom of 
expression and press freedom, which in turn are critical to combating corruption, ensuring gender-
sensitivity, deepening accountability, and promoting socially inclusive development”.4  
 
The observations of the High Level Panel and UNGIS coincide with the long-standing positions of UNESCO. 
Since its foundation UNESCO has placed freedom of expression and freedom of media at the core of its 
mission. Its Constitution, adopted in November 1945, states that UNESCO Member States will "collaborate 
in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge and understanding of all peoples, through all means of 
mass communication" and "promotes the free flow of ideas by word and image. 
 
At its recent 37th Session in November 2013, UNESCO’s General Conference passed a resolution that 
highlights the importance of promoting, in the post-2015 Development Agenda, three key concerns: 
freedom of expression; universal access to knowledge and its preservation; and free, pluralistic and 
independent media, both offline and online. The resolution described these as indispensable elements for 
flourishing democracies and to foster citizen participation. 
 
For UNESCO, freedom of expression and its corollary of press freedom and freedom of information are both 
fundamental rights as well as enablers of many goals relevant to the post-2015 Development Agenda.5 
These include good governance, transparency and access to information, empowerment of women and 
youth, ending poverty, and ensuring stable and peaceful societies. 
 
However, it is not a given that full recognition of media’s significance will find its way into the final post-
2015 Development Agenda. All media stakeholders need to understand and contribute to the ongoing 
debate if the insights are to be mainstreamed within the evolving conceptualization of the meaning of 
development and the actions taken to realize this objective.  
 

                                                           
1 The High Panel group was co-chaired by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf of Liberia, and Prime Minister David Cameron of the United Kingdom, and it includes leaders from civil 
society, private sector and government. 
2 A new global partnership:Eradicate poverty and transform economies through sustainable development 
http://www.beyond2015.org 
3 Comprised of 29 members of the UN family, including UNESCO, ITU, UNDP, UNCTAD, UN Women, World Bank, 
World Trade Organisation and others, plus the OECD. See: www.ungis.org 
4 Joint statement by United Nations Groups on the Information Society (UNGIS) on post-2015 development agenda 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/wsis/ungis_joint_statement_wsis_2013.pdf 
5 Beyond 2015: Media as democracy and development 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/post2015/pdf/UNESCO_Media_Democracy_Development.
pdf 

http://www.beyond2015.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/wsis/ungis_joint_statement_wsis_2013.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/post2015/pdf/UNESCO_Media_Democracy_Development.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/post2015/pdf/UNESCO_Media_Democracy_Development.pdf


In particular, within the broader media landscape, it is recognized that the news media – whether private, 
public or community-owned – are especially important. They help a society to define the meaning of 
development, including its relation to human rights and democratic values. They have impact as agenda-
setters and as vehicles by which the public is informed. Further, the news media, and others who 
contribute journalism in the public sphere including on social media platforms, act as watchdogs of the 
people and scrutinize those in power, expose wrong doings and promote transparency.   
 
In the evolving mediascape today, online social media provides new opportunities, but also sets challenges 
to the traditional news media.  Long-standing distinctions such as between editorial content and 
advertising are blurring. There are overlaps between community media and other media sectors as all 
increasingly articulate with social media and enable public voice. There are questions about the distinctive 
role of news media in the face of many new actors, both individuals and institutions, who generate or 
mediate news content outside of the traditional institutions. Electronic communications and big data raise 
important issues of how privacy and ethics impact on freedom of expression and the confidentiality of 
journalists’ sources. Increased public access to means of communication raises other questions of 
accessibility such as linguistic, gender and other exclusions. Media and information literacy competencies 
are increasingly significant if the public is to find, assess and participate in the integrity of information flows 
that are relevant to development and its debates.  
 
AIM 

The overall goal of the project is to agree on the role of media in supporting the UN Post-2015 
Development Agenda. 

 
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

1. Define the role that media, including social media, plays and could play in building a culture of 
peace. 

2. Enhance engagement and interaction between young men and women, marginalized groups and 
media. 

 
EXPECTED RESULTS 

1. Declaration on the Role of Media in contributing to the fulfilment of the UN Post-2015 
Development Agenda. 

2. Publication of number of papers on the issues to be addressed in the forum. 
 
 
PARTICIPATION AT THE FORUM 
Over 300 participants are expected to attend the event.  
Key partners will include:  

• Broadcast and Print Media (public service broadcasters, corporate and community media, 
production houses)  

• Journalists’ Unions and Associations  
• Media Self-Regulatory Bodies  
• Universities and Journalism Training Institutions (Including Media Chairs)  
• Civil Society Groups working on youth and women empowerment, and rights of people 

with disabilities 
• Governments  
• UN Agencies and International Development Agencies/Organizations (including prospective 

donors)  
 



   Draft Agenda 
 

Global Media Forum: The Role of Media in realizing the Future We Want For All  

Draft Agenda 

► 26 August  

8.00 – 9.00 Registration of all participants 
9.00 – 9.45 Opening ceremony 
9:45 – 10.30 Plenary Session 1: Role of media during the MDGs & shaping the SDGs 
10.30 – 10.50 Refreshments break 
10.50 - 12.15 Parallel session 1: 

The revolution of Social and new media  
And ICTs for development 

Parallel session 2: Sustainability of Journalism 
and new media business models 

12.15 – 13.30 Lunch 
13.30 - 15.00 Plenary Session 2: Freedom of the Press and Good Governance 
15.00 – 15.30 Refreshments Break 
15.30 - 17.00 Parallel session 3: 

Rule of Law and Safety of Journalists 
Parallel session 4   : 
Investigative journalism in/ and fighting 
corruption 

17.00 End of Programme Day 1 
19.00 Welcome dinner 

 

► 27 August 

9.00 - 10.30 Plenary Session 3: Empowering people through Media (Access to information and civic 
participation) 

10.30 - 10.45 Refreshments Break 
10.45 - 12.00 Parallel session 5:  

Case studies on: 
Youth participation through social media 
Media and Disabilities  
ICTs / community learning centres/community 
radios as channels to give voice to people living  
in rural areas,  indigenous people, etc. 
 

Special Session: Global Forum on Media and 
Gender. Regional Follow Up to the Global 
event on Media and Gender that was 
celebrated in Bangkok in December 2013. 

12.00 - 13.00 Lunch 
13.00 - 14.15 Plenary Session 4: Media and Peace & Dialogue 
14.15 - 15.30 Parallel Session6:  

Media in conflict and post-conflict situations 
(conflict sensitive reporting) 
 

Parallel Session7: 
Media and Information Literacy 
 Media and Intercultural Dialogue 

15.30 - 16.00 Refreshments break 
16.00 - 17.30 Special Session: Assessing state of Media in Indonesia: challenges and the way forward  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Draft Agenda 
 

► 28 August 

9.00 - 10.30 Plenary Session 5: Presentation of the draft framework  
10.30 - 10.45 Refreshments break 
10.45 - 12.00 Working Group 1:  

Empowering People: 
Providing voice to the 
voiceless 

Working Group 2:  
Freedom of the Press 
and Good Governance 

Working Group 3:  
Media and 
Peace&Dialogue 

Working Group 4:  
Online media and 
ICTs 

12.00 - 13.00 Lunch 
13.00 - 14.00 Closing Session: Report from the groups and inputs on the framework + adoption of declaration  

END OF THE FORUM 
 

* *The draft agenda will be developed over time and updates will be posted in the Global Media Forum website 
(currently under construction). 
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