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(Greetings) 

Magandang umaga! Good morning to everyone! 

The Philippine delegation is pleased to join you in this important activity, 

the Review of Supplemental Illustrative Manuals of the Comprehensive 

Sexuality Education for Youth in Closed Setting Centres in Indonesia and 

the Philippines, under the auspices of UNESCO. The Philippine 

delegation is composed of Chancellor Linda P. Santiago, Dr. Evelina  

Vicencio, Dr. Ma. Lourdes Pacaldo, Dr. Susan Gregorio, Mr. Mark 

Kenneth Camiling, Professor Eva Callueng and yours truly, Atty. Alberto 

T. Muyot.  
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The problem on early pregnancy, sexually transmitted disease, induced 

abortion and other reproductive health problems are not only very 

important but also very timely global concerns. They do not exempt a 

race, a culture, a nationality, or a country. These are global issues that 

need to be addressed through a comprehensive country-based education 

and information campaign, considering the different settings that 

children and youth might find themselves in. 

Filipino youth and adolescents need sound and accurate information on 

sexual and reproductive health to protect them from teen pregnancy, 

early marriages, risky social and sexual behaviors, sexually transmitted 

infections and HIV/AIDS. They also need life skills to help them develop 

self-confidence, self-esteem and enable them to deal with the complex 

changes happening to them during their adolescent years. 

The newly enacted law in the Philippines, Republic Act No. 10354, 

otherwise known as the National Policy on Responsible Parenthood and 

Reproductive Health, provides that appropriate reproductive health 

education for adolescents shall be taught by adequately trained teachers 

in the informal and nonformal educational system and shall be 

integrated in relevant subjects such as, but not limited to, values 

formation; knowledge and skills in self-protection against discrimination; 
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sexual abuse and violence against women and children and other forms 

of gender-based violence and teen pregnancy; physical, social and 

emotional changes in adolescents; women’s rights and children’s rights; 

and responsible parenthood. 

Key concepts and core messages of Adolescent Sexuality are also 

integrated in the new K to 12 curriculum of the Department of Education 

in both elementary and secondary levels. This is to ensure that 

adolescents have access to adequate and appropriate information, 

education and health care services, to address the reproductive health 

concerns of adolescents who are exposed to risky behaviors that may 

cause damaging and long term consequences, and to promote healthy 

and responsible sexual and social behavior among adolescents. 

 

Further, as part of our mandate in ensuring the health, safety, and well-

being of Filipino students, we have intensified our efforts in addressing 

health concerns affecting them, including the use of dangerous drugs, 

smoking and alcohol consumption as well as HIV and AIDS. 

Education on STI and HIV and AIDS is already integrated in the 

secondary level curriculum to raise students’ awareness of issues related 

to these health conditions and for them to make wise decisions in 



4 

 

protecting themselves through positive  and responsible behavior. It is 

complemented by lessons on gender and development, family and 

responsible parenthood, and integration of life skills. In the elementary 

level curriculum, it deals with more basic matters appropriate for the age 

of elementary pupils.  

The Bureau of Alternative Learning System of the Department of 

Education is also reaching out to out-of-school youth (OSY) and their 

community to provide them with age-appropriate lessons on the 

psychosocial and physical well-being of adolescents, the legal and ethical 

aspects of adolescent reproductive health, and demography and 

adolescent reproductive health. This is to raise awareness among out-of-

school youth and their community on STI and HIV and AIDS, which also 

includes access to referral, counseling, and treatment mechanism. This 

awareness raising initiative of the Bureau includes orientation on how to 

combat problems of drugs and high-risk health-related behaviors among 

out-of-school youth. 

In the Philippines, we also provide protection to children in residential 

homes through the Depatment of Social Welfare and Development and  

non-governmental organizations. Though residential care is the major 

response to children who are abandoned, abused and neglected, the 
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current emphasis is on strengthening non-institutional program such as 

foster homes, adoption and legal guardianship. Specific policies to 

prevent families from unnecessarily placing their children in residential 

care are already in place. Community-based services are being provided 

to prevent institutionalization as well as provide support for reintegration 

of children after discharge from residential care.  

It is in this context that the current UNESCO project on developing 

manuals on sexuality education takes on greater importance. Children 

and youth in residential centers and community programs are often 

neglected even if their needs are the greatest. 

This meeting serves as a good venue for us to collaborate and work 

together and share our best practices, and agree on ways to further 

improve our respective initiatives on sexuality education. We are 

confident that after this meeting, we will return home with fresh ideas 

and valuable insights. 

Thank you and mabuhay! 

 

  


