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OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The Strategic Meeting of Asia and the Pacific Biosphere Reserve Networks in Shaping the Future 
We Want for All was held in Hanoi, Vietnam, on 22-25 April 2013. The meeting was attended by 
32 participants (list of participants is given as Annex-1) consisting of the representatives from 
BR Secretariat in the Region: EABRN, SACAM, SeaBRnet and PacMAB, and the BR 
representatives from each network and eight BRs in Vietnam as well as the UNESCO National 
Commission, local government and NGO. Welcome remarks were given by Vietnam MAB 
National Committee, Mr Nguyen Hoang Tri and Vietnam National Commission for UNESCO, Mr 
Pham Cao Phong and UNESCO Hanoi, Ms Katherine Muller-Marin. These speakers stressed 
importance of BRs as a tool for sustainable development and need for enhanced cooperation 
between BR subregional networks. Mr Shahbaz Khan from UNESCO Jakarta Office gave an 
overview of the aims, objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting in the context of Seville 
Strategy, Madrid Action Plan, sustainability science initiative, UNESCO medium terms strategy 
(C/4) and biennium programs and budgets (C/5) and role of BRs in shaping and realising the 
post 2015 agenda. 

DAY 1 April 22, 2013 

Key Note Speeches 

2. The first keynote speech was given by Mr Chung Il Choi from MAB Republic of Korea on Global 
MAB Perspective on Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Post MDGs. He highlighted the 
history of MAB Programme since its inception in 1971 focussed on 14 thematic areas.  In the 
Post MDGs there is a need to review role of MAB program and WNBR for Sustainable 
Development in 2014-2021 MAB plans and Biosphere Reserve (BR) Challenges. 

3. Mr Nguyen Hoang Tri, Secretary General of MAB Vietnam, in his presentation provided an 
overview of the Asian Green Network of BR and World Natural Heritage Sites. This initiative was 
established in 2012 by Vietnam Natcom for UNESCO, UNESCO Hanoi Office and Viet Nam 
National Committee to contribute to management issues related to BRs and WH sites. The 
proposed activities include meetings, workshops and seminars annually or biannually, practical 
trainings, study tours, field site-training courses and education and training. 

4. A key note address on “Biosphere Reserve Network for Sustainable Development: A Lesson 
from Japan's New BR Designated Site, Aya” was presented by Mr Masahiko Ohsawa, Member of 
Japanese MAB committee. He highlighted that initial BR in Japan designated during the 1970’s 
were focussed on biodiversity/nature conservation issues with no designated transition zone. 
Following the Seville Strategy in 1995 Japan nominated Aya BR which represents all aspects of 
BR concept linked with MAP. Scientific Assessment on Environmental Sustainability for post 
MDGS require country-level Millennium Ecosystem Assessment by collecting data on ecosystem 
services in BRs. 

5. During the Q&A, participants discussed need to link with environmental assessment at the 
country level, develop an international roster of consultants linked with MAB and sharing of 
experiences in branding ecological value of products from BR. The participants stressed that 
local people have interest in making livelihood from BRs. There is a need to market use of 
biosphere reserves as climate change adaptation laboratories and provide case studies on 
environmental management linked with policy at local, national and regional levels.  

Session 1. Assessing MAP implementation & MDGs contribution and Suggestions for Cooperation of 
Asian Pacific Networks in MAB Regional Networks’ Perspectives (Chair: Chung Il Choi, Co-chairperson 
of the MAB National Committee of the Republic of Korea)  
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6. SACAM : Mr Ram Boojh (UNESCO New Delhi Office, Secretariat of SACAM) – reported the recent 
activities carried out within the SACAM Network including participation in CBD COP 11 in 
Hyderabad, India with release of compendium of Indian Biosphere Reserves in October 2012. 
He also informed that government of Maldives organized another important event COP 11 on 
“Sustaining Coral Community: Sustainable and climate resilient future through the first UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve in Maldives”. Also a SACAM subregional project on climate change was 
developed during the SACAM Meeting in Ramsar in Feb 2013.   

7. EABRN: Ms Minsun Kim (UNESCO Jakarta Office/MAB National Committee of the Republic of 
Korea) gave details of EABRN meeting in three areas i.e. an EABRN training workshop on GIS 
and Remote Sensing in China, regular meetings of the subregional network and joint research 
project in four member states China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Russian 
Federation and Republic of Korea. She also reported that in a recent meeting of the network it 
was suggested to take a step by step approach to merge all four regional sub-networks in the 
Asia-Pacific. However it will be difficult to immediately unify these networks due to political and 
cultural differences.  

8. Republic of Korea MAB: Ms Minsun reported that transition area is becoming bigger in Korean 
BRs. This shows that local government is trying to use biosphere reserves as models of 
sustainable development. Key activities of BRs in the Republic of Korea include lifelong 
education programme in Mt. Sorak BR (National Park), community driven park management in 
Sorak National Park College, local community based ecotourism and eco-labeling.  The 
government is supporting regional and thematic BR networks such as EABRN (Ministry of 
Environment of ROK), Global Network of Island and Coastal BRs (Jeju Island BR). 

9. PacMAB : Mr Denis Chang Seng (UNESCO Apia Office, Secretariat of PacMAB)  reported that 
PacMAB has two BRs in Federated States of  Micronesia and one in Palau. There are several 
other potential BR sites to be nominated including BRs in: Papua New Guinea (Sogeri Plateau- 
Variarata), Tonga (Eua) and Samoa (Central Savaii).  There is an ongoing project in the Pacific on 
“Sharing Perceptions of Adaptation, Resilience and Climate Knowledge (SPARCK)”that tends to 
link with the BR concept and activities particularly issues regarding local adaptation and 
resilience building. In the last few years PacMAB network has received less attention for several 
reasons including lack of secretariat staff. There is a need to revitalize PacMAB and the network. 
There is a lack of information on other BRs, BR networks and their activities for learning process 
and governance. This is especially true in the case of potential BR sites.  

10. SeaBRnet : Mr Shahbaz Khan (UNESCO Jakarta Office, Secretariat of SeaBRnet) introduced the 
complimentary actions between BR and World Heritage Natural sites in the ASEAN countries.  
UNESCO Jakarta with the support from Japanese Fund-in-Trust developed Biosphere Reserves 
for Environmental and Economic Security (BREES) projects aiming to strengthen indigenous 
capacity on climate change mitigation and adaptation. Within the framework of this project, 
UNESCO Hanoi has implemented teachers’ training program which apply UNESCO Teaching and 
Learning for Sustainable Future (TSLF) and Community Learning Centers (CLCs) to implement 
the role of biosphere reserve as learning laboratories for Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD). UNESCO Jakarta assisted Timor-Leste to establish its MAB National 
Committee and designate a new potential biosphere reserve and also supported Philippines to 
promote sustainable management in natural parks within the framework of biosphere reserve 
by providing technical knowledge assistance. BREES also sought to enhance young people’s role 
in sustainable development through BREES Youth for Sustainable Development Awards in 
Indonesia, Philippines and Viet Nam. BREES project also supports the biannual meeting of South 
East Asian Biosphere Reserves Network (SeaBRnet) and its 7th meeting will be held in 
Philippines later this year. UNESCO Jakarta is assisting the Myanmar authorities in the 
conservation of Inle Lake which represents conflicting drivers in social, cultural, economic and 
environment management.  
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11. At the end of this session, the participants agreed to propose a roster of MAB experts and 
development of an e-forum to improve communication among the BRs at the next 25th Session 
of MAB ICC through UNESCO Jakarta and the possibility to use Connect-Asia, Green Schools, 
Category II centre, and UNESCO Chairs for better networking and linking of BRs. 

Session 2. Assessing MAP implementation & MDGs contribution and Suggestion for Cooperation of 
Asian Pacific Networks in MAB National committees’ & Biosphere Reserves’ Perspectives (Chair: 
Shahbaz Khan, Deputy Director and Senior Science Program Specialist of UNESCO Office in Jakarta)  
 
12. Pakistan Biosphere Reserves: Mr Raza Shah (UNESCO Islamabad Office) reported about the 

MAB Committee structure at the Federal level in Pakistan and its links through new legislation 
at the provincial level. The SACAM meeting will be organised by National MAB committee of 
Pakistan. The MAB committee is planning for the review of  the Lal Suharana BR and nominating 
additional sites e.g. Ziart Juniper Forest Site to be included in 2012 nominations. 

13. Mongolian Biosphere Reserve:  Ms Chimeddulam Nergui (Mongolian National Commission for 
UNESCO) showed the examples of tranboundary BRs with Mongolia’s neighbouring countries 
(Russian Federation and PR China). The Government of Mongolia is committed to increase 
protected areas as well as the funding of conservation activities at all levels. 

14. Noosa Biosphere, Australia: Ms Leah Barclay presented involvement of community, including 
use of cultural art in the BR activities. Sample of activities presented include Noosa Festival, 
product branding associated with Noosa Biosphere and use of user driven digital platform for 
knowledge sharing and community participation. She highlighted that Noosa is being managed 
by a not-for-profit company with limited funding provided by the government. The BR can 
involve private companies to support their activities if proposed projects meet high standards 
set by the company.  

15. Indonesian MAB National Committee: Mr Bambang Sunarko presented a case study Giam Siak 
Bukit Batu Kecil where the BR was initiated and supported by private company in cooperation 
with the Indonesian Institute of Sciences and local government. He also reported that in 2012 
Indonesia has successfully nominated Wakatobi as a BR. 

16. During discussion, participants showed great interest in the legal frameworks for establishing 
transboundary BR and what needs to be shared with the neighbouring countries. Participants 
were keen to learn how to involve the private sector in the management of BR. In Gima Siak 
Bukit Batu BR, the initiative came from the company where they allocated certain area within 
their leased area as a protected Biosphere Reserve, in cooperation with Indonesian Institute for 
Sciences and local government. In Noosa, private companies can apply for partnership and 
paying fee to Noosa Biosphere for using Noosa logo. 

 

DAY 2 April 23, 2013 

Special Session. Madrid Action Plan (MAP) implementation and post MAP discussion in Viet Nam 
(Chair : Leah Barclay, Governance Board director of Noosa Biosphere Reserve and Hoang Tri, 
Secretary, Viet Nam MAB National Committee) 
 
17. Dong Nai Biosphere Reserve: Mr Pham Huu Khanh presented methods of integrating 

conservation and development. Dong Nai BR was designated in 2011, has 969.993 ha area in 
total and about 450,000 people including 13 ethnicities which live in this BR. Mr Khanh 
explained organization board under Dongai PPC Community Based Tourism (CBT) to create 
livelihood and income generating activities for communities with 2 models communes, CBT 
benefit sharing and how to use indigenous knowledge in natural resource management e.g. 
None Timber Forest Products (NTFP) to enhance their lives and improve biodiversity resources. 
He suggested that Vietnam MAB National Committee continues to support and advise the Dong 
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Nai BR as the pilot models of integrating conservation and development. He also invited 
domestic/international BR, organizations, agencies, NGOs for further investment, cooperation, 
and support.  

18. Cat Ba Archipelago Biosphere Reserve – Mr Le Thanh Tuyen presented how system’s approach 
can be used for Sustainable Development. Cat Ba archipelago BR, designated in 2004, has 
71,370 ha area in total, and 56,403 people live in this area.  This site is also on UNESCO World 
Heritage Site tentative list since 2011. He introduced Cat Ba Biosphere Reserve activities 
through the SLIQ approach, the management model of Cat Ba BR. SLIQ approach consists of 
systems thinking (S), landscape planning (L), intersectoral cooperation (I), and Quality Economy 
(Q). He also stated that Cat Ba BR is showcased as a Vietnam’s national good practice in 
combining conservation and development for sustainable development at UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in 2012. He recommended that capacity building for BR 
staffs, assessment of BR and network performance, green network of BR-WH with linkage to 
urban area, conservation of heritage value and education for all on BR values are required for 
future development in the area.  

19. Red River Delta Biosphere Reserve - Ms Nguyen Thu Hue presented inter-provincial 
management in Red River Delta Biosphere Reserve. Red River Delta BR has 105,557 ha in total 
and total population is 128,075 and its administrative division is divided to three provinces 
including Thai Binh, Nam Dinh, and Ninh Binh. She highlighted Red River Delta BR achievements 
and experience in implementation of Madrid Action Plan. She emphasized that mechanism of 
inter-provincial management is identified in Red River Delta BR. She pointed out that 
institutionalization of inter-provincial mechanisms at provincial level, unity of management 
mechanism and organization, release of regulation and enhancing awareness of local authority 
and community as the key challenges.  

20. With additional explanation from Ms Barclay about Noosa BR’s story to become trusted voice in 
society, participants discussed the components for BR management. Mr Khan appreciated 
system’s approach being adopted by Cat Ba and other BRs, however it needs to be underpinned 
by quantitative data for scientific biosphere reserve management.  

DAY 3 April 24, 2013 

Field Trip to Cat Ba Biosphere Reserve 
 

21. Participants visited Cat Ba Archipelago Biosphere Reserves on the 24th April 2013. The visit 
started at the Lan Ha Bay then to Core area, Buffer zone, and Transition area of Cat Ba BR. 
During the visit in Cat Ba National Park the Core Area was introduced in the context of 
conservation, research, environmental education and ecotourism. Representatives of BR 
Networks and National Park managers shared ideas to protect Cat Ba Langur, one of 
endangered species in Viet Nam, and decided to find ways to begin a new restoration project 
for conservation of this species. 

 

DAY 4 April 25, 2013 

Discuss and Exchange Ideas of Lessons learned from the Fieldwork in Cat Ba Biosphere Reserve 
(Moderator : Hoang Tri, Secretary, Viet Nam MAB National Committee) 
Breakout Group Sessions  
• Linking Sustainability Science with MAB Programme Biosphere Reserves and Suggestions for the 

Improvement of Interaction and Coordination between MAB Regional Networks in the Asia-
Pacific Region – Group Discussions moderated by Mr Shahbaz Khan 

• Regional Project Discussions moderated by Mr Ram Boojh – the draft regional project outline is 
given in Annex-2. 
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

22. There is a need for better cooperation between the Asia-Pacific MAB biosphere reserves 
networks which are already demonstrating good practices as living laboratories for 
interdisciplinary approach to conserving biological and cultural diversity, show casing best 
approaches towards sustainable development in the local context and promoting national and 
international research in monitoring, education and training.  

23. It is recommended to research and promote digital platforms for user generated content for 
site based stories, tourism and knowledge sharing. Use social media and public domain for 
global knowledge sharing for connecting sub-regional networks, MAB committees by sharing 
news, scientific data and expertise. 

24. For within country networking between biosphere reserves promote linkages with national 
environmental societies and related conferences for organising special sessions on biosphere 
reserves.  

25. Asia-Pacific MAB networks should link with policy and decision making processes (especially for 
shaping and delivering post 2015 agenda) to promote best sustainable development practices 
for institutional cooperation and links between different levels of political, economic and 
scientific decision making at the local, national and regional levels. 

26. Local and country level data gathering, baseline studies and synthesis of experiences is 
recommended to become part of Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Process. This should be 
based on scientific assessment methodologies and practices to be developed and promoted by 
UNESCO. 

27. Document best practices across the region on the conservation based economies leading to 
better shaping of the post-2015 agenda. 

28. Introduce and implement zoning in all biosphere reserves to ensure biodiversity management in 
multi-use areas with the objective of sustainable development linked with local agenda 21 
plans. Periodic review and evaluation should be aimed at better harmonization/interaction 
among different BR zones. 

29. Sharing of best practices on public-private partnerships, tools for enhanced marketing/branding 
of local “quality” products needs be facilitated through regional cooperation mechanisms such 
as ASEAN and SARC. 

30. An international roster of MAB experts is recommended to be developed and maintained for 
standardization of the nomination of BRs and sharing of knowledge on environmental 
management at all levels. 

31. Sustainability science can provide cost effective and relevant solutions to complex interrelated 
challenges such as water, food and environmental security using biosphere reserves as part of a 
forward looking approach aimed at minimising negative externalities and maximising benefits 
to society to realise the future we want for all. 

32. Synergize UNESCO actions in biosphere reserves, world heritage sites and international 
hydrological program’s ecohydrology demonstration project and Hydrology for Environment, 
Life and Policy river basins through cross-sectoral initiatives between UNESCO offices and 
member states. 

33. Establish learning alliances at local, national and regional levels in terrestrial, small islands and 
coastal- marine systems for promoting and demonstrating a balanced relationship between 
people and nature especially in the context of disaster risk reduction from climate change. 

34. Share curricula and expertise on education for sustainable development and green schools to 
improve links between BRs and society for public awareness, involvement and ownership. 

35. Twinning between BRs facing similar challenges needs to formalised and encouraged for 
exchanging stakeholders, expertise, sharing models, schools and joint projects. 

36. Member states are encouraged to mainstream scientific research in government policies on 
priority thematic areas such as protection of endangered species, alternative livelihoods, 
integrated modelling and global change. 
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Adoption of the report  
• The participants reviewed and adopted this report at the end of the workshop. 
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Annex-1 List of Participants 

Mr Chung Il Choi 
Korean MAB National Committee 
Email: cichoi@hanyang.ac.kr  
 
Mr Masahiro Ohsawa 
Japanese MAB National Committee 
Professor of Plant Ecology 
Email: masahiko.ohsawa@gmail.com 
 
Mr Bambang Sunarko 
Indonesian MAB National Committee 
Director, Research Centre for Biology 
Jl. Raya Jakarta-Bogor KM 46 
Cibinong 16911, Indonesia 
Ph. 62-21-87907572 
Fax 62-21-97907612 
Email: bambang.sunarko@lipi.go.id;  
            bsunbiol@gmail.com 
 
Ms Chimendullam Nergui 
Science Officer, 
UNESCO National Commission for Mongolia 
Email: n.chimeddulam@unesco.mn 
 
Ms Leah Barclay 
Noosa Biosphere Ltd., Australia 
Email: leahbarclay@me.com 
 
Mr Pham Cao Phong 
Secretary General,  
UNESCO National Commission for Viet Nam 
 
Mr Vuong Viet Anh 
Science Office, 
UNESCO National Commission for Viet Nam 
Email: anh.vuongviet@gmail.com 
 
 
Ms Katherine Muller-Marin 
Head of UNESCO Hanoi 
Email: k.muller-marin@unesco.org 
 
Mr Vu Chien Thang 
UNESCO Hanoi 
Email: vc.thank@unesco.org 
 
Mr Hugh Searight 
Programme Officer 
UNESCO Ha Noi 
Email: h.searight@unesco.org 

 
Mr Pham Huu Khanh 
Dong Nai BR, Vietnam 
Email: khanh.phamhuu@gmail.com 
 
Mr Nguyen Than Hai 
Kien Giang BR, Vietnam 
Email: nguyenhaikkg@gmail.com 
 
Mr Tran Van Cuong 
Western Nghe An BR, Vietnam 
Email: cuongtranpm@gmail.com 
 
Mr Do Trung Thoai 
Mr Bui Trong Tuan 
Mr Bui Trung Nghia 
Mr Pham Tu Hien 
Mr Le Thanh Tuyen 
Cat Ba BR, Vietnam 
Email: tuyencabr@gmail.com 
 
Ms Nguyen Thu Hue 
Director, MCD  
Email: mcd@mcdvietnam.org 
nthue@mcdvietnam.org 
 
Mr Nguyen Hoang Tri 
Secretary General, 
Vietnam MAB National Committee  
Email: hoangtri1951@gmail.com 
 
Ms Vu Thuc Hien 
Vietnam MAB National Committee  
Email: hienthucvu@gmail.com 
 
Ms Phi Ngoc Diep 
Vietnam MAB National Committee  
Email: phingocdiep@gmail.com 
 
Ms Tran Thi Hue 
Vietnam MAB National Committee  
Email: huetran.hnue@gmail.com 
 
Ms Nguyen Thanh Cong 
Vietnam MAB National Committee  
Email: congmab@gmail.com 
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 Mr Denis Chang Seng 
Science Officer, 
Secretariat of PacMAB 
UNESCO Apia 
Email: d.chang-seng@unesco.org 
 
Mr Ram Boojh 
National Officer for Ecology Sciences 
Secretariat of SACAM 
UNESCO New Delhi 
Email: r.boojh@unesco.org 
 
Mr Raza Shah 
National Officer for Science 
UNESCO Islamabad 
Email: r.shah@unesco.org 
 
Mr Shahbaz Khan 
Deputy Director and  
Senior Programme Specialist for Water and Environmental Sciences 
Secretariat of SeaBRnet 
UNESCO Jakarta 
Email: s.khan@unesco.org 
 
Ms Minsun Kim 
Environmental Sciences Unit 
UNESCO Jakarta 
Email: ms.kim@unesco.org 
 
Ms Siti Rachmania (Itot) 
Environmental Sciences Unit 
UNESCO Jakarta 
Email: s.rachmania@unesco.org 
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Annex-2 
Outline of a Regional MAB Project 
 

Strategic Guidelines for BR Planning and Management in the Asia Pacific Region 

Critical Issues and Challenges 

1- conservation and restoration of endangered species and their habitat 
2- Awareness Raising and environmental education 
3- Community engagement 
4- Community based Ecotourism 
5- Fund Raising 
6- Experts on thematic areas 
7- Training and capacity building of BR(s) staff to address the emerging issues 
8- Linkages between management systems and other stakeholders 
9- Climate change 
10- Livelihood improvement of local communities, poverty alleviation 
11- Use of local Indigenous knowledge and non timber forest product 
12- Promote private partnership  
13-  Conservation and restoration of tangible and in tangible culture 
14- Develop linkages with IHP, IOC on water management projects 
15- Promote traditional custom 

  

Action Areas 

• Inventory and monitoring of endangered species 
• Critical issues could include further examples site specific to BRs in each case study 
• To develop the strategic plans and digital platforms in parallel to be distributed at the same 

time 
 

 
 


