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Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good afternoon. 

 

It is my pleasure to join you in this forum to convey my greetings on behalf of UNESCO. 

I strongly believe that through participating in this forum we can share our ideas on 

regional and international cooperation in order to advance the UNESCO Conventions, 

including the  2003 Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage and the 2005 Convention 

on  Diversity of Cultural Expressions. In doing so, we may not only strengthen the 

protection of our cultural heritage and diversity, but may also enhance mutual 

understanding and solidarity among the people of this region. 

 

The meaning of the term ‘cultural heritage’ has changed considerably in recent decades. 

Cultural heritage is not limited to monuments and collections of objects. It also includes 

traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our 

descendants, the so called ‘intangible cultural heritage’. Due to its nature, intangible 

cultural heritage is  fragile and in need of effective protection. Intangible cultural heritage 

is also an important factor in intercultural dialogue and mutual respect for other ways of 

life.   

The 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

acknowledges such importance. It is also within the convention that regional and 

international cooperation for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage is being 

emphasised. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Sub-regional and regional collaboration are the first ‘doors’ to open ways of cooperation 

with other nations before we move forward to the next level, global cooperation. The 

neighboring countries in this region, do not only share common interests but also a 

common background and history. When communities move or disperse, they take their 
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intangible culture with them, leaving it spread across countries in the region. Thus only in 

a spirit of cooperation and mutual assistance can the convention achieve its main 

objectives and safeguard intangible cultural heritage. 

 

Sub-regional, regional and International cooperation, according to Article 19 of the 2003 

Convention, includes the exchange of information and experience, joint initiatives and 

the establishment of a mechanism of assistance to State Parties. I believe we are now in 

the process of synergising our shared objectives, in accordance with the article, through 

this regional seminar. 

 

As we will soon begin the preparations for celebrating the first decade of the 2003 

Convention, which up to this date has been ratified by 137 countries, including 6 

countries in the Southeast Asia region, I believe we will also continue to acknowledge 

the importance of cultural diversity as a source of individual and collective enrichment for 

nations and for humanity. 

 

Thanks to those states who had participated in the ratification and implementation of the 

convention, the future of the enlisted intangible cultural heritage items will be secured for 

many generations to come.  

 

Despite the mutual agreement and understanding on the safeguarding of intangible 

cultural heritage, there is also a similar concern to protect and promote cultural 

expressions and diversity. In 2005 UNESCO introduced the Convention on the 

Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, which aims to ensure 

that cultural expressions are accessible for the wider public and are integrated into 

sustainable development strategies. 

 

To date, 117 countries have ratified this convention. Unfortunately, of all the regions, the 

Asia Pacific has the lowest rate of ratification, with only around 10% of countries as 

Member States. At the same time, there has been a move towards a heightened focus 

on cultural and creative industries in the economic policies of several countries in the 

region. 
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The challenge to the ratification and implementation of the 2005 Convention appears not 

only at state level, but also at regional level. This raises the question of why, despite this 

growing focus on cultural industries, there is no corresponding rise in ratification. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

As demonstrated by the failure of certain projects underway since the 1970s, 

development is not synonymous with economic growth alone. It is a means to achieve a 

more sustainable, satisfactory intellectual, emotional, moral and spiritual existence. As 

such, development is inseparable from culture. Placing culture at the heart of 

sustainable development policy constitutes an essential investment in the world's future 

and a pre-condition to successful globalization processes that take into account the 

principles of cultural diversity. By incorporating culture into development policies, 

implemented through education, communication, health, science and technology, it is to 

my belief that culture can contribute not only to poverty alleviation but also to social 

cohesion.  

 

Also by implementing such spirit of the convention in the establishment of international 

cooperation, be it with sub-regional, regional or global scope, I am confident that we will 

achieve the shared interests and goals of our nations. 

 

I am also very pleased to convey to this forum UNESCO’s appreciation to the 

Government of Indonesia for its generous hospitality, as it will soon host the 6th session 

of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee in Bali in November this year.  

 

Last but not least, I sincerely hope that this event will foster communication and 

cooperation between nations in the region, as well as between nations globally, with the 

spirit of the 2003 and 2005 Convention. I wish you a most productive seminar and look 

forward to the recommendations and outcomes of this meeting.  

 


