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Welcome Remarks by Prof. Hubert Gijzen, UNESCO 
 

In the opening ceremony of the 
9th Session of the ICG IOTWS Meeting 

Jakarta, Indonesia, 27-30 November 2012 
 
 

• Minister for Research and Technology, H.E. Prof Gusti Muhammad Hatta;  
• Director General of BMKG Dr. Sri Woro Harijono; 
• Chairman of the Intergovernmental Coordinating Group of the Indian Ocean Tsunami 

Warning System Mr. Rick Bailey; 
• Head of the ICG/IOTWS Secretariat, Mr. Tony Eliott; 
• Representatives of the Indonesian Research Agencies and of UN Agencies; 
• Representatives of the Tsunami Warning Centers and Disaster Management Offices of the 

Indian Ocean Member States; 
• Distinguished participants; 
• Ladies and gentlemen 
 
A very good afternoon to all. 
 
On behalf of UNESCO, I wish to extend my warmest welcome to all of you to Jakarta to 
participate in this 9th Session of the ICG IOTWS Meeting. Many of you traveled from far to 
attend this meeting, and I would like to thank you for giving your time and for sharing your 
experience and expertise in this important meeting. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, in short UNESCO/IOC, works in 
promoting intergovernmental cooperation and coordination of international marine research, 
observation and management. As you all know, as part of this broader mandate, 
UNESCO/IOC also has a major role in tsunami warning and mitigation. The inter-
governmental approach is key to the success of this role, since no single country can develop 
basin wide tsunami warning systems. This idea lies at the heart of the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning system, which UNESCO established almost 50 years ago – after a 9.5 magnitude 
earthquake, off the coast of Chile in May 1960, generated a tsunami that struck the coast of 
Hawaii and Japan. Following the 26 December 2004 tsunami in the Indian Ocean, 
UNESCO/IOC started to coordinate the development of similar warning systems for the 
Indian Ocean, the Caribbean and the North East Atlantic, and the Mediterranean seas. These 
efforts are producing valuable results, and I wish to remind of the launch of the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami Warning system in October last year as a recent milestone. 
 
While the development of the early warning system is progressing, a number of earthquake 
and tsunami events continued to happen in the Indian Ocean in past years; In this respect I 
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recall: The South Java earthquake and tsunami in 2006; the Bengkulu earthquake and tsunami 
in 2007; the Padang earthquake in 2009; the Mentawai earthquake and tsunami in 2010; and 
most recently the North Sumatera Earthquake and tsunami in April 2012. Two of these 
tsunamis, the South Java and Mentawai, have caused a large number of causalities and 
property loss. These events serve as a strong reminder to all of us that, while the technical 
aspects of the early warning system is advancing, equal attention needs to be given to 
preparedness. Even the best and technologically most advanced TEWS will be of little use if 
authorities and people don’t know what to do and how to respond when a tsunami alert is 
given….. There is a need to support countries in assessing their tsunami risk, developing 
tsunami evacuation plans, building tsunami emergency response capacity, and in raising 
community awareness, preparedness and resilience. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
This is why, in addition to the coordination of the development of early warning systems, 
UNESCO/IOC also stressed the importance to establish tsunami information centres. These 
centres assume important functions in providing support in tsunami education, training, 
research, and awareness.   
 
In view of this important role, and despite the difficult financial situation UNESCO is 
currently facing, UNESCO has formally established a new Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Tsunami Information Unit at UNESCO Regional Science Bureau in Jakarta in September 
2012. This Unit, headed by Mr. Ardito Kodijat, will be responsible to expand the Jakarta 
Tsunami Information Centre to become the Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Centre, for use 
by all ICG member states.  
 
The Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Center will build partnership with national disaster 
management organizations and the national tsunami warning centers of member states. The 
Tsunami information center will work closely with the ICG chairman, the working groups, the 
ICG/IOTWS secretariat and the International Tsunami Information Center (ITIC) as well as 
with regional organizations. With this in mind, I invite all member states to make full use of, 
to support, and to collaborate with this tsunami information centre in reducing tsunami risks in 
the region. 
 
Distinguished participants, 
 
In closing, I would like to express my appreciation to the Government of Indonesia and to 
BMKG for hosting the meeting, and thank all those who have worked so hard in the 
preparation of this meeting. I wish you all a most successful and productive meeting and thank 
you once again for your commitment to the reduction of tsunami risks in the Region. 
 
Thank you 
 
Hubert J. Gijzen, PhD 
Director and Representative, UNESCO 


