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Mr. Mochamad Soeb, Director General of Correctional Institute, Ministry of Law and Human Rights, 
Indonesia, 
Mr. Alberto Muyot, Undersecretary, Department of Education, Philippines, 
Distinguished participants,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
A very good morning to all of you! 
 
It is good to join you here in Bali, the island of the gods! I regret that I could not make it yesterday 
because I was in Manado for the Asia Media Summit, but I am very pleased to have the opportunity 
to join you today in the “Review of Manuals on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) for youth 
in Indonesia and the Philippines”. I wish to express my appreciation to all of you, and in particular to 
participants from the Philippines who have travelled such a long way to attend this workshop.  
 
I would like to congratulate the participants of this meeting on their work for Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education, or Comprehensive Reproductive Health Education as it is referred to in 
Indonesia. You have been working really hard to implement CSE by developing and piloting the 
supplemental illustrative manuals of CSE for youth in closed setting centers, and now it is time to 
proudly share the results.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
Education for HIV prevention in Indonesia and the Philippines has become more important than ever. 
While all over Asia, for most countries we see a stabilisation or significantly reduction of the 
epidemic, including the regional giants China and India, three countries, including Pakistan, 
Indonesia and the Philippines have reported an increase of new HIV cases. Therefore, UNESCO, as a 
founding member and co-sponsor of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, has 
considered these countries as priorities in responding to the epidemic. Our goals are to achieve Zero 
new HIV infections, Zero discrimination, and Zero AIDS-related deaths everywhere. 
 
UNESCO has been focusing on effective sexuality education as it is a vital part of HIV prevention.  
In fact, I could say that, in the absence of a cure, the only vaccine available is Education. And the 
results are clear. HIV infection rates are halved among people who finish primary school. It has been 
estimated that universal primary completion could result globally in preventing 700,000 additional 
cases of HIV each year. In other words, achieving MDG 2, Education for All, will at the same time 
help in the achievement of MDG 6. The role of education should also be strongly positioned in the 



global campaign towards the three zeros I mentioned. Effective sexuality education can provide 
young people with information that is culturally appropriate and is also scientifically accurate. The 
concept of getting to three zeroes on HIV and AIDS are strongly interdependent on one another. 
Achieving the goals of three zeroes on AIDS requires mutual reinforcement of the effects of the 
three, with a strong role for education. It would not be possible to get to Zero on AIDS related deaths 
if the targets to Zero on new HIV infection were not achieved and if stigma and discrimination were 
not addressed. This requires further awareness raising and education on all aspects of the three zeros, 
including on the positive effects of anti-viral drugs on both survival and transmission, and on 
removing stigma and discrimination. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
HIV prevalence data show that the majority of HIV infected youth are among those engaged in high 
risk behaviour such as sex work, intravenous drug use or men having sex with men. We term these 
individuals “young people with higher risk of HIV exposure”. Therefore, we should give special 
attention to this segment of the population, as we have been doing with youth in closed setting 
centers.  
 
HIV and AIDS is a cross cutting issue, and hence the strategy of education for coping with HIV and 
AIDS requires a coordinated action at a global, regional and country level. This emphasizes the 
importance of this workshop, to elicit inputs from stakeholders on the draft manuals and to bring 
together writers, teachers and policy makers, to exchange experience in delivering sexual and 
reproductive health education. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank Dr. Mee Young Choi and her staff in the HIV Unit for organizing 
this workshop. I hope that all participants will take advantage of this opportunity to improve their 
knowledge and understanding of Sexuality Education, especially for youth in closed setting centers. 
Empowering young people through education to make informed decisions must lie at the heart of 
prevention. 
 
I wish you all a most productive and successful workshop. Thank you very much. 
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