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Dear Readers,
This Newsletter highlights our efforts to serve our Member
States during the last six months with a focus on contributing
to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
through targeted actions on Education, Natural Sciences,
Social and Human Sciences, Culture, and Communication and
Information. We have been actively involved to support our
partners on SDGs 4, 6, 11, 13, 15, 16 and 17.
UNESCO Jakarta Office in partnership with the Government of
Indonesia successfully organized UNESCO’s flagship World
Press Freedom Day event earlier this year attended by over
1500 participants from 90 countries. The forum was graced by
the presence of H.E. Mr Joko Widodo and H.E. Mr Jusuf Kalla,
President and Vice President of the Republic of Indonesia and
H.E. Madam Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO along
with other ministers, ambassadors and senior officials from a
number of countries.
Another highlight achievement during this period was the
finalization and closing of several projects funded by the
Indonesian Funds-in-Trust. These projects include Ecological
and Eco-hydrological Solutions for Sustainable Water
Management in Indonesia and the Asia Pacific Region, and
Building a Resilient Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra
for Climate Change Mitigation and Biodiversity Conservation.
Our team has also conducted capacity building trainings on
the issues of ethics and disaster risk management and has
actively engaged Indonesian Youth to participate in Climate
Change Leadership camps in UNESCO sites.
Enjoy your reading!
Shahbaz Khan
Director and Representative
Contact person:
Rosinta Hutauruk (rp.hutauruk@unesco.org).
UNESCO Jakarta,
Jl. Galuh (II) No. 5. Kebayoran Baru.
Jakarta 12110.
Tel: +62-21-7399818 Fax: +62-21-72796489;
Email: jakarta@unesco.org;
Website: www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta

World Press Freedom Day 2017
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Critical Minds for Critical Times: Media's Role in Advancing
Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies

Taking place in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 1 to 4 May, UNESCO’s flagship global event for freedom of
expression, World Press Freedom Day, highlighted the importance of free and fact-based journalism in
promoting peace and justice and supporting the efficiency, accountability and inclusiveness of
institutions, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. It was jointly organized by
the Government of Indonesia, the Indonesian Press Council and UNESCO
The 3 May celebration was opened in the morning by H.E. Jusuf Kalla, Vice President of the Republic
of Indonesia and H.E. Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO. In the evening, H.E. Joko Widodo, the
President of Indonesia delivered a speech during the award ceremony of the prestigious
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize.
During his speech in the morning, Vice President Kalla reiterated the commitment of Indonesia to
promoting freedom of expression as part of all efforts to advance democracy and development.
"Governments need critical views, to ensure good governance and reflect the views of the people,"
said the Vice President.
In her opening statement, Irina Bokova said: “We meet today in Jakarta to celebrate a freedom at the
heart of all freedoms. This freedom is essential to empowering women and men, to bolstering good
governance, to strengthening healthy societies, to advancing sustainable development and peace.”

World Press Freedom Day 2017
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Critical Minds for Critical Times: Media's Role in Advancing
Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies
The 2017 UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize was awarded by UNESCO to Mr Dawit Isaak,
the imprisoned Eritrean-born journalist, who was represented by his daughter, Ms Betlelem Isaak.
In his speech at the award ceremony, President Joko Widodo, underlined the vital importance of "political
freedom, including freedom of expression and freedom of the press." Pointing to the wide-ranging

achievements of Indonesia over the last two decades, the President said to a roomful of journalists, "We
could not have done this without you!"
Irina Bokova, who presented the Prize, emphasized that “the spirit underpinning the UNESCO/Guillermo
Cano World Press Freedom Prize—to shine light on those who stand for fundamental freedoms and human
rights, despite all pressures—and this spirit is carried forward by Dawit Isaak, whose courage and
commitment we honour today.”

Speaking on behalf of the laureate, Ms Betlelem Isaak underlined the importance of freedom of
expression and all human rights, justice, stability, and prosperity.
An unprecedented 1,500 participants from 90 countries attended the World Press Freedom Day
International Conference. Over forty sessions were conducted during the four-day event including preevents on 1 and 2 May, plenaries and parallel sessions on 3 and 4 May as well as many side events
including photo exposition, a right to information exposition by the Swedish Embassy in Jakarta, a
Speaker’s Corner by EU Indonesia mission, and a special academic session on safety of journalists
organized by Hong Kong Baptist University. At the conclusion of the conference on 4 May, participants
adopted the Jakarta Declaration.
As part of the 2017 World Press Freedom Day and coinciding with its 80th anniversary, ANTARA Photo
exhibited 80 photos to depict the history of Indonesia from 1937 and its journey until today in a special
exhibition entitled “80 Years in 80 Photos: Chronicling Indonesia in Images since 1937”.
Director

and Representative of

the

UNESCO in Jakarta, Dr Shahbaz Khan,
remarked that pictures

can convey

various meanings and emotions, and it
can even be thought provoking.

Photo gallery, Cartoons for Freedom of Expression; Drawing WPFD 2017
Jakarta Declaration; Media coverage
Website: http://en.unesco.org/wpfd

International Workshop
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Southeast Asia’s Biosphere Reserves to serve as models for
sustainable development – through interaction with UNESCO
Programmes
Under the theme of “Interaction
among

UNESCO

Programmes

toward

the

Sustainable

Development

of

Biosphere

Reserves”, the 10th Southeast
Asia Biosphere Reserves Network
(SeaBRnet)

meeting

gathered

around 50 representatives from the
Man

and

Programme

the

Biosphere
stakeholders

(MAB)
in

Southeast Asia, including National
Committees

and

Biosphere

Reserves (BR) managers.
The main objective of the 10th SeaBRnet meeting was to discuss how to jointly promote BRs to serve as
models for sustainable development through the sharing of experiences from other UNESCO
programmes; as well as how to effectively develop MAB national action plans as a follow up to the
implementation of the Lima Action Plan (LAP) for BRs in Southeast Asia.
Materials of the meeting: http://jfit-for-science.asia/10th-seabrnet/

Click here to read more

Supported by the Japan Funds-in-Trust and the Malaysia Funds-in-Trust

Final Dissemination Workshop on Promoting Ecological and Ecohydrological Solutions for Sustainable Water Management in
Indonesia and Asia Pacific Region

The aims of this workshop were to present and discuss the achievements and results from seven
demonstration sites throughout Indonesia by implementing and ecohydrology as tool for better
sustainable water management and to synthesize them into a policy document from the project
recommendations.
The workshop attended by 48 national and international participants (24 men and 24 women) from
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines and Timor Leste.
Supported by the Indonesian Funds-in-Trust

Click here to read more

International Workshop
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UNESCO Supports Efforts towards Achieving Water Security in
Africa
The workshop gathered around 70 participants
including

representatives

of

various

water

resources agencies, river basins organizations,
institutions from Africa, Asia and the Pacific, as
well as the mass media.

The workshop gathered around 70 participants
including

representatives

of

various

water

resources agencies, river basins organizations,
institutions from Africa, Asia and the Pacific, as
well as the mass media.
Prof. Shahbaz Khan shared the challenges faced, including the common issues of water quality and
quantity in Africa and Asia Pacific. Prof. Khan also introduced UNESCO programmes linking to water
security, highlighting the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) VIII and Hydrology for the
Environment, Life and Policy (HELP), one of IHP’s cross-cutting programmes. He also presented briefly
on UNESCO’s water management tool such as Ecohydrology and Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM).
Papers can be download from here

Click here to read more

With generous support from the Government of Malaysia and the Federal Republic of Nigeria

Kick-Off Youth Leadership Camp for Climate Change 2017 in Cibodas
Biosphere Reserve
UNESCO Office Jakarta, in collaboration
with UN CC:Learn (The One UN Climate
Change Learning Partnership) through
UNITAR and the Climate Reality Project
Indonesia (TCRPI) organized the “Youth
Leadership Camp for Climate Change
2017”.

The programme was a 3-day youth camp in 3 locations, including a field trip to a UNESCO site in each
location, for a total of 150 committed youth (between 17-25 y.o) to provide them with an good
understanding of climate change in sectors such as agriculture and energy, marine and fisheries or
forestry.
After the camp, the participants are expected to conduct a peer forum where they will share their
knowledge on climate change with their peers.
Click here to read more
Financially supported by the Swiss Government and UN Partners, and supports the implementation of
the National Learning Strategy of Indonesia

Training/ Workshop
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A Step Forward towards the Removal of the Tropical Rainforest
Heritage of Sumatra from the World Heritage in Danger List

The workshop gathered about 40 participants representing the related Ministries of the Government of
Indonesia, national parks, international organizations and project partners, to discuss about the
cumulative effects of road development plans in TRHS from and suggest potential alternative transport
options.
The objective of this workshop was to present the results of the SEA, receive feedback from the
different stakeholders and discuss how to improve the SEA report and its recommendations on
transport alternatives which will not affect the OUV of the TRHS.
Click here to read more
With the support from the Indonesian Fund-in-Trust

Training/Workshop for Decision Makers on VISUS (Visual
Inspection for defining the Safety Upgrading Strategies)
Methodology for School Safety
The objective of the training workshop are:
 To introduce the Comprehensive School Safety
Framework and the VISUS Methodology for
school safety to government officials of the DKI
Jakarta Province.
 Training on VISUS methodology as decision
making support tool for school safety in DKI
Jakarta Province.
 Training on VISUS survey tool and VISUS School
Reports

The training was led by the Disaster Risk Reduction and
Tsunami Information Unit (DRRTIU) of UNESCO Office
Jakarta, and facilitated by Yayasan Sayangi Tunas Cilik

 To
strengthen
the
cooperation
and
collaboration on school safety related
government officials of the DKI Jakarta
Province
Click here to read more

This activity is supported by Global Facility for Disaster Risk Reduction (GFDRR) and UK Aid

SDG 4
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Inauguration of the National Practical Laboratory Building for Math
and Science and Launch of the Mathematics and Science Students’
Workbooks in Timor-Leste
The newly established National Math and Science
Practical Center or in Tetum called the “Knua
Sentral ba Prátika Siénsia no Matemátika” was
inaugurated by UNESCO Jakarta, the Ministry of
Education of Republic Democratic of Timor-Leste,
Timor-Leste National Commission for UNESCO and
KOICA as part of the “Timor-Leste Quality Education
for All: 3rd Cycle of Mathematics and Science
Project”.
Dr. Shahbaz Khan, Director and Representative of
UNESCO Office Jakarta, mentioned that people
should inspire children and others to learn and love
math and science to solve many problems in the
This is the first practical math and science

world. He further said that teaching math and

laboratory in the country established under the

science is key to unlocking the mysteries of the

project implemented by UNESCO Jakarta Office

world and he encouraged the audience to continue

in collaboration with the Timor-Leste National

to aspire to teach math and science in an enjoyable,

Commission for UNESCO and in partnership with

practical way and whenever there is opportunity.

the Ministry of Education with funding support
by KOICA.

Click here to read more

The final round of National Teacher Trainings for Junior High
Teachers of Timor-Leste in the Areas of Science and Mathematics
Three levels progress that teachers had achieved
from the Teacher Training as part of the “TimorLeste Quality Education for All: 3rd Cycle of
Mathematics and Science Project” toward this end:
 Having

an

themselves

authentic
from

learning

hands-on,

experience
inquiry-based

lessons based on local resources, and locally
relevant

connections

with

the

curricular

content.
 Reflecting, analyzing and gaining consciousness
on how that learning happened for themselves
and how it can happen for their students.
 Creating opportunities for their own students to
have the same authentic experiences.
The trainings financially supported by KOICA

Click here to read more

SDG 16
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Multi-Stakeholder Consultations on linking Sustainable
Development Goals and Human Rights in Indonesia
The

Multi-Stakeholder

Consultation

and

Workshop on Human Rights and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) kicked off in Jakarta,
Indonesia on 26 April 2017 with the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding between UNESCO
and the National Committee on Human Rights
(Komnas HAM).
The organizations agree to continue cooperation
to monitor the implementation of SDGs from the
human rights perspective, using an innovative
analytical

tool

developed

specifically

for

Indonesia by the UN partners and Komnas HAM.
The SDGs and Human Rights are linked in a mutually reinforcing fashion. On the one hand, human rights provide
insight and guidance for tackling the complex and multidimensional goals of the 2030 Agenda. On the other
hand, the SDGs can serve as a tangible, results-oriented instrument for the realization of human rights.

The Consultation and Workshop is organized in the framework of a UNDG-funded project implemented
by UNESCO in collaboration with the UN Country Team in Indonesia
Click here to read more

Ethics
UNESCO Launches the Ethics Teachers Training Course in Indonesia
UNESCO’s Ethics Teachers Training Course (ETTC)
brings together educators from as far as Canada,
USA, Ireland, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, India and the
Philippines to joint their Indonesian colleagues for
intensive and interactive sessions at Airlangga
University.
Future ETTC Events:
ETTC New Zealand, 13-17 November 2017, in
partnership with the University of Otago
Bioethics Center.

The Course is designed to introduce or improve bioethics teaching at university faculties of law, medicine,
philosophy and public policy, in Indonesia and the wider world. Held for the first time in the country, this
ETTC is a collaborative effort between UNESCO Jakarta Office, the Airlangga University and the Indonesian
National Commission for UNESCO.
Click here to read more
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SDG 16

Asia-Pacific countries use social innovation to face ageing
population and gender inequality
Ministers and Senior Officials from Asia and the
Pacific

came

together

in

Kuala

Lumpur,

Malaysia from 20 to 23 March 2017, for the First
Asia-Pacific MOST Forum of Ministers of Social
Development.
Currently, around 60 percent of the world’s
elderly are from the Asia Pacific region. From
2016 to 2050, the number of older persons in the
region is expected to more than double from 547
million to 1.3 billion. By 2050, one in four people
are expected to be over 60 years old and the
proportion of the “oldest-old”, that is, those in
the 80+ cohort, is expected to comprise one-fifth
of the elderly population.

Together with researchers and scientists, they explore three important issues reshaping the region:
ageing, gender equality and social innovation.
This Forum, organized in the context of UNESCO’s Management of Social Transformations (MOST)
programme, highlighted cutting-edge social innovations that have proven effective in addressing the
challenges of ageing population and related gender inequality.
Click here to read more

MOST School on Sustainability
Science Indonesia’s Efforts to Address the Social Implications
Supporting
of Climate Change
Such socio-environmental issues are confronting
communities across Indonesia – much like in many
other parts of the world – where the society and
the environments are interlinked through complex
relationships. Environmental changes drives social
transformations: Indonesian communities are and
will increasingly be affected by processes such as
climate

change,

biodiversity

loss,

freshwater

scarcity, waste mismanagement, deforestation,
land degradation and urban air pollution, to
mention a few.
The aim of the project was to apply Sustainability Science to the challenges posed by environmental
degradation to the local community. The unsustainable practices over the decades had led to deforestation
and land degradation around the village, making the land unusable for agricultural production and putting at
risk the livelihoods of the local community.

Click here to read more
This initiative supported by the Indonesian Funds-in-Trust and in partnership with the Indonesian
Institute of Sciences (LIPI)

SDG 16
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Journalists Walk Together for Press Freedom
The walk turned into a family event
with journalists bringing their family
members to walk along the Jenderal
Sudirman

road

during

its

popular

weekly “car-free Sundays”.

Click here to read more

The World Press Freedom Day main celebration take place at Jakarta Convention Center from 1 to 4 May
2017.

UNESCO, the Government of Indonesia, and the Press Council of Indonesia co-organize the World Press
Freedom Day's main event and the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize Ceremony in
Jakarta, Indonesia, from 1-4 May 2017

International Symposium for Memory of the World Opens in Kuala
Lumpur
Kuala Lumpur, 8 May 2017
The

effort

to

preserve

documentary

heritage received boost today with the
kick-off of an international symposium held
at the Malaysian Tourism Centre (MATIC) in
Kuala Lumpur.
Local

and

international

presentations

on
of

experts

various

gave

aspects

documentary

of

Mr Frank La Rue, UNESCO Assistant Director-General for

preservation

Communication and Information, Dr. Shahbaz Khan, Director

ranging

and Representative of UNESCO Office in Jakarta, and Mr.

international

Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee, Deputy Secretary-General of

preservation strategies, as well as exploring

ASEAN for Socio-Cultural Community gave welcome remarks

the

at the Opening Ceremony. The symposium was official

heritage materials.

from

issues

how

to

cooperation,
of

access

to

heritage
strengthen
improve

documentary

opened by H.E Datuk Rashidi Hasbullah, Deputy Secretary
General of Ministry of Tourism and Culture.

Click here to read more

“Preservation and Access: Southeast Asia’s Documentary Heritage in the Digital Age” was jointly
organized by UNESCO, ASEAN, and with the support from the Ministry of Tourism and Culture of Malaysia

SDG 13
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Enhancing Institutional Capacity in Reducing Risks of Heritage
Cities in Southeast Asia (SEA) and Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) in the Pacific
UNESCO Office Jakarta and UNESCO Apia Office in
cooperation with George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) and ICCROM organise an
Inception Workshop to officially start a series of
activities proposed under the project framework
entitled “Capacity Building for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) of Heritage Cities in Southeast
Asia (SEA) and Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) in the Pacific”, from 5 - 6 April 2017 at the
Bayview George Town Hotel in Penang, Malaysia.
The inception workshop aims to gather representatives from three heritage cities to share experiences as
well as challenges in implementing disaster risk reduction efforts in each site, and to develop strategic
direction, partnership and timeframe in order to achieve the goals as well as ensure coherence among
different activities foreseen under this project.
Click here to read more
The project generously financed by Malaysia Fund-in-Trust

SDG 17
‘Crossroad of Cultures: Bamiyan and Borobudur’ Exhibition in
Yogyakarta and Borobudur
UNESCO Office, Jakarta, in collaboration
with

the

Government

of

Indonesia,

successfully launched an exhibition entitled
“Crossroad

of

Cultures:

Bamiyan

and

Borobudur” on 10 January 2017 at Galeria
Mall, Yogyakarta and on 20 January 2017 at
Karmawibhangga

Museum,

Borobudur,

Magelang.

The exhibition aims to raise awareness on the importance of conserving and safeguarding cultural
heritage, and to develop cross-cultural dialogue and understanding between Indonesia and Afghanistan
through the two iconic World Heritage sites: Borobudur Temple Compounds and Cultural Landscape and
Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley.
Click here to read more
Funded by the Indonesian Government through the Indonesian Funds-in-Trust modality
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UNESCO Events
World Press Freedom Day 2017. Jakarta 1-4 May
ASEAN
ASEAN Forum: Creativity is the driving force in economic growth. Interaksyon.com 16-5-2017
ASEAN, UNESCO stress the importance of documentary heritage in inter-cultural understanding. ASEAN 9-52017
UNESCO Nilai ASEAN Perlu Tingkatkan Komitmen Jamin Kebebasan Pers di Kawasan. RRI 5-5-2017
ASEAN, UNESCO sign framework cooperation agreement. Vietnambreakingnews 4-4-2017
PHILIPPINES TURNS OVER CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE ASEAN-UNESCO COMMITTEE TO THAILAND.
philippinesnewsdigest.com 1-2-2017
ASEAN, UNESCO stress the importance of documentary heritage in inter-cultural understanding.
Moderndiplomacy.eu 9-5-2017
Indonesia
Hebat, Indonesia Punya Situs Warisan Dunia Terbanyak di ASEAN. Detik.com 2-5-2017
Indonesia strives for inclusion of shipbuilding culture in UNESCO heritage list. xinhuanet.com 26-4-2017
Indonesia Gandeng Malaysia Usung Pantun Jadi Warisan Dunia. Kemendik 30-3-2017

NGOs appeal to Unesco to save Indonesia’s Leuser Ecosystem. Asiancorrespondent 31-3-2017

Malaysia
A Meeting of Minds. StarMalaysia 19-3-2017
Unesco heritage status sought for 'Dondang Sayang'. Malaysiakini.com 20-3-2017
This Unesco programme is now in Malaysia.(MOST) Star 19-3-2017
Seeking Unesco recognition for Wangkang procession. The Star 7-1-2017

Philippines
Philippines targets UNESCO’s Creative Cities Network. Philstar.com 27-4-2017
Angeles City to celebrate sisig recipe in bid for Unesco recognition. philippineslifestyle.com 26-4-2017
Manila to showcase Asean Creative Cities. Sunstar 24-4-2017
PH pushes for promotion of creative industries in ASEAN. Linkendin.com 18-4-2017
UNESCO: Culture is integral to sustainable urban development. Eco-business 17-1-2017

