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Dear Reader, 
 
The first issue of 2016 Jakarta Newsletter provides selected 
examples of exciting Jakarta team efforts to serve our 
member states. We have done some very good work at the 
start of the new biennium – and we have set ourselves on a 
good course for providing useful inputs for the delivery of 2030 
Agenda in our cluster countries and wider Asia and the Pacific 
region. With a regional science support strategy in place, we 
are also ready to begin the work of determining regional 
natural sciences team directions linking actively with 
colleagues at headquarters and in the region.  
 
With a number of projects reaching their final stages we are 
actively engaging with the broader UNESCO family of national 
commissions, category-2 centres, chairs, the 
intergovernmental and international program experts under all 
mandates of UNESCO. This is helping us accelerate our efforts 
towards gender equality and the empowerment of all 
stakeholders. Year 2016 is already proving to be a pivotal 
year, as we continue to build on lessons learnt from the pilot 
projects and scope upscaling of actions to tackle remaining 
and emerging challenges under 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030 and UNFCCC Paris Agreement. As always we are 
grateful to our donors and supporters mentioned in the 
newsletter updates. 
 
Happy reading 
 
Shahbaz Khan 
Director and Representative 
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The Silk Road Biosphere Reserves Initiative for 2030 Agenda 

The workshop was attended by 40 participants (15 women) from 17 countries (Canada, China, Ethiopia, 

Germany, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Morocco, Pakistan, Poland, Russia, Spain, Turkey, 

USA, UK). A follow up meeting on the Silk Road Initiative will be organized in the near future. 
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During the 4th World Congress of Biosphere Reserves 

(4WCBR) held in Lima, Peru, on 14-17 March 2016, 

UNESCO Jakarta organized a side event workshop 

entitled “The Silk Road Initiative: Connecting 

Biosphere Reserves for Sustainable Development” on 

16 March 2016. 

The workshop aimed to present an initiative to 

promote sustainable development across different 

regions by using the UNESCO’s MAB Programme and its 

WNBR as the tools to achieve it.  

Click here to read more 

UNESCO Water Family in Malaysia and Experts from Asia and Africa 

Delineate Water Security Options 
UNESCO Jakarta contributed to the delivering of 

SDG 6.5 on Integrated Water Resources 

Management (IWRM) by supporting a workshop on 

“Comparative Studies of Applying Ecohydrology 

and IWRM for Upscaling Water Security in Asia & 

Africa through UNESCO Category II Water 

Centres”. 

Click here to read more 

The workshop aimed to present an initiative to promote sustainable development across different regions by 

using the UNESCO’s MAB Programme and its WNBR as the tools to achieve it. The Silk Road serves as the 

geographical pattern and inspirational concept for the initiative. The objective of the initiative is to build a 

transcontinental network of BRs and showcase the possibilities and opportunities it could offers to facilitate 

international connectivity and cooperation towards the delivery of the global Agenda 2030. 

One of key outcome of the event is the establishment of a 

platform for collaboration between Asian and African 

category 2 water centres and water chairs to promote 

knowledge exchange for the enhancement and application 

of Ecohydrology and IWRM as integrated approaches 

towards water security in the two regions in the framework 

of the goal and targets on water in the Agenda 2030 on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The workshop brought together representatives 

from other category 2 water centres and UNESCO 

water Chairs from Asia and Africa such as the 

Regional Centre for Urban Water Management 

(RCUWM) of Teheran, Iran; the Regional Centre 

on Integrated River Basin Management (RC-IRBM) 

of Kaduna, Nigeria and the UNESCO Chair on 

Water Resources from Khartoum,  Sudan. 

SDG 6  

This activity was funded by Malaysia Funds-in-Trust 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/the_silk_road_biosphere_reserves_initiative_for_agenda_2030/#.V1U6Q9l94dU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_water_family_in_malaysia_and_experts_from_asia_and_africa_delineate_water_security_options/#.V1VA9Nl94dU


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

UNESCO Promotes Comprehensive School Safety in Indonesia 

Supported by Global Facility for Disaster Risk Reduction (GFDRR) and UK Aid through the Challenge Fund 

Project 
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Workshop was attended by thirty eight participants 

from 14 institutions representing departments of 

the Ministry of Education & Culture responsible for 

all levels of education, National Disaster 

Management Agency (BNPB), Ministry of Public 

Works & Housing, UN Agencies, Universities, 

National and International Non-Government 

Organizations, and Faith Based Organizations. 

Click here to read more 

Standard Operating Procedures for Tsunami Early 

Warnings in Maluku Province and Ambon City 

The aim of this workshop was to develop and to agree on 

tsunami early warning chain SOP used for Maluku Province and 

Ambon City.  

Click here to read more 

One of the objectives of this workshop was to 

discuss the linking of VISUS methodology and data 

together with information systems managed by the 

Ministry of Education & Culture and the National 

Disaster Management Agency. 

Six modules of training materials were delivered during the 

event. The First Module, which is on introduction to project and 

workshop, and the Second Module on Hazard and Tsunami Risk 

were delivered during the first day of the workshop. Modules 3 

and 4, explaining about tsunami early warning system including 

its context for Indonesia, were delivered during the second day 

of the workshop.  

The activity was part of project components of Building Model for Disaster Resilient City in Indonesia: 

Tsunami Hazard that is being implemented within the framework of Indonesia Funds-in-Trust (IFIT) 

The workshop was attended by thirty eight participants from 14 institutions representing departments of the 

Ministry of Education & Culture, National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB), Ministry of Public Works & 

Housing, UN Agencies, Universities, National and International Non-Government Organizations, and Faith Based 

Organizations. 

The Standard Operating System (SOP) on tsunami early warning chain is framed in the Fifth Module and it was 

delivered on the third and fourth day of the workshop. The final day of workshop consisted of material 

covering development strategy of the SOP (Module 6). 

 

SDG 1 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_promotes_comprehensive_school_safety_in_indonesia/#.V1Y-Jtl94dU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/standard_operating_procedures_for_tsunami_early_warnings_in_maluku_province_and_ambon_city/#.V1ZOxdl94dU


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UNESCO Jakarta Helps Build Teachers Capacities on Climate Change 

Education in Suva, Fiji 

This National Training is part of the planned activities of Malaysia Funds-in-Trust Project entitled “Promoting 

South-South Cooperation through Climate Change Education in Asia Pacific Small Island Developing States.” 
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Fiji, 2 to 7 May 2016.  

UNESCO Office in Jakarta provided a National Training of Teachers on Climate Change Education (CCE) from 2 to 

7 May 2016 in Fiji with the support of the National Commission for UNESCO in Fiji and the Ministry of Education 

Heritage and Arts. 

Click here to read more 

Launch of Books and Resource Materials of Mathematics and Science 

for Junior High Schools in Timor-Leste 
The launch was basically a celebration of one of the milestones 

of the Project having achieved one of its key objectives of 

developing and producing the guidebooks and practical manuals 

both for students and teachers that are based on the realities 

and context of the Timor-Leste. 

The funding support of this collaboration was from KOICA in Timor-Leste 
 

 

Click here to read more 

Role play for demonstrating impact of cyclone in 

St. Joseph High School, Suva 

Working group creating Climate Change song outside 

the classroom on second day in Suva 

The aim of this National Training of Teachers was to raise awareness of participants on Climate Change through the 

role of education in achieving sustainable livelihoods and development.  

The 3rd cycle science and math curriculum revision project has 

been started since 2013 under the auspices of the Timor-Leste 

National Commission for UNESCO working directly with the 

Ministry of Education specifically its Curriculum Department 

under the National Directorate for Curriculum and Students’ 

Evaluation and the National Teachers’ Training Institute of the 

Ministry of Education. 

SDG 4 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_jakarta_helps_build_teachers_capacities_on_climate_change_education_in_suva_fiji/#.V0Zpffl94dU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/launching_of_the_books_of_matadalan_and_manual_pratika_for_mathematics_and_science_3rd_cycle_of_basic_education_in_timor_leste/#.V0Z0A_l94dU


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

UNESCO Facilitates an Applied Sustainability Science Model through 

Pilot Projects 

Funded through Indonesian Funds-in-Trust modality 
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UNESCO's Office in Jakarta has spearheaded 

the application of sustainability science to 

address complex environmental issues that 

have profound social and economic 

implications for affected communities in 

Southeast Asia. 

Click here to read more 

Indonesian UNESCO National Commission and Jakarta Strategic 

Dialogue 

On March 29, 2016, Prof. Arief Rachman, Executive 

Chairman of the Indonesian National Commission for 

UNESCO and his team visited Jakarta office to discuss 

UNESCO strategic plans and activities for 2016-17. 

Click here to read more 

10 May 2016, UNESCO brought together a 

multidisciplinary group of stakeholders to 

review the model of sustainability science 

developed based on the recent experiences, 

and to further enrich it through the exchanges 

during the workshop. 

Professor Arief Rachman and his team has a 

very interactive dialogue with each of the 

program areas and expressed their satisfaction 

with and support for the Jakarta office 

activities. 

Mr Shahbaz Khan emphasized that planned activities are 

well aligned with the UN Agenda 2030 and are part of the 

One-UN activities in Indonesia. He appreciated strong 

support from the Government of Indonesia and the 

National Commission through the Indonesian Funds in 

Trust which has helped support critical activities in the 

areas of water, environment, culture, sustainability 

science and education for education for sustainable 

development. 

Strategic Dialogue 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/unesco_facilitates_an_applied_sustainability_science_model_through_pilot_projects/#.V0_gmfl94dV
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/indonesian_unesco_national_commission_and_jakarta_strategic_dialogue/#.V1fGktl94dU


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Journalists Must Have a Safe Environment to Report on Human Rights 

The event was organized by the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) 
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“Creating a safe environment where 

journalists could practice their craft 

without fear of harassments, attacks, and 

persecutions is one of the important 

factors in enabling reporting of human 

rights”. 

Click here to read more 

World Press Freedom Day 2016: Access to Information Crucial to 

Achieving All of SDGs 

To mark the World Press Freedom Day 2016, 

UNESCO Jakarta Office together with 

Indonesian Press Council and UNESCO Bangkok 

Office organized a two-day regional 

conference to discuss the issues of press 

freedom and freedom of expression under this 

year’s theme of “Access to Information and 

Fundamental Freedoms: This is your right!” 

Click here to read more 

The two-day event reaffirmed AICHR’s readiness to engage with the media and to uphold its mandate as the 

primary human rights organ in ASEAN to ensure that fundamental freedoms are protected and promoted. The 

forum ended with the proposition of an Outcome Document which included concrete actions to be submitted to 

the AICHR. 

This year’s event was especially significant considering the link between access to information and sustainable 

development is made for the first time in the recently adopted the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). The SDGs recognize the need to “ensure public access to information and protect fundamental 

freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and international agreements.” 

“Access to Information and Fundamental Freedoms: This is your right!” 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/journalists_must_have_a_safe_environment_to_report_on_human_rights/#.V0Z_gPl94dU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/world_press_freedom_day_2016_access_to_information_crucial_to_achieving_all_of_sdgs/#.V05eWvl94dU


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Outcomes from the Workshop and Public Meeting on Sustainable 

Tourism at the World Heritage Site of “The Rice Terraces of the 

Philippine Cordilleras” in the Philippines 

Supported by the Malaysia Funds-in-Trust through the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) 
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The first and the second day of the workshop brought 

forward refined strategic objectives, as well as outcomes 

and actions based on each objective. These were 

harmonized to ensure that every aspect of the World 

Heritage and sustainable tourism, i.e. the World Heritage 

values (OUV), tourism experience, infrastructure, 

policies, institutional partnership, and economic benefit 

from tourism, were captured with appropriate outcomes 

and actions. 

Click here to read more 

Survey of Rock Art Sites at the Nino Konis Santana National Park 

To mark the World Press Freedom Day 2016, UNESCO Jakarta 

Office together with Indonesian Press Council and UNESCO 

Bangkok Office organized a two-day regional conference to discuss 

the issues of press freedom and freedom of expression under this 

year’s theme of “Access to Information and Fundamental 

Freedoms: This is your right!” 

Click here to read more 

10 May 2016, UNESCO brought together a 

multidisciplinary group of stakeholders to review the 

model of sustainability science developed based on the 

recent experiences, and to further enrich it through the 

exchanges during the workshop. 

The rock art sites of Lene Cece, Lene Hara and Moa Mimi Raka in 

Tutuala, Lautem District were visited in order for the experts to 

make a documentation and conservation analysis of the rock art 

sites, develop holistic management plans addressing conservation 

issues and provide support to the local custodians in the day-to-day 

conservation management of these areas. 

To date, there are more than 30 rock art sites 

identified in Timor-Leste with hundreds of image 

known. 

 

The survey was supported by the Federal Republic of Germany 

SDG 11 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/outcomes_from_the_workshop_and_public_meeting_on_sustainable_tourism_at_the_world_heritage_site_of_the_rice_terraces_of_the_philippine_cordilleras_in_the_philippines/#.V0_nXfl94dU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/single-view/news/survey_of_rock_art_sites_at_at_the_nino_konis_santana_national_park/#.V0_rmfl94dU
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Final Report 9th Southeast Asian Biosphere 
Reserves Networking Meeting: Visibility, 
Branding and Communication Strategies in 
Biosphere Reserves 

Cat Ba Archipelago Biosphere Reserve, 

Vietnam: An example of Good Practice 

for Biosphere Reserves (Social Capital 

for Sustaining MAB Actions) 

Click here for more publications 
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Brunei 
BRUNEI REITERATES SUPPORT FOR ASEAN 5-YEAR WORK PLAN. Brunei Times 2-6-2016 
MORE EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED. Brunei Times 4-3-2016 
 

Media Coverage 

China 
China's nature reserve wins top conservation award of UNESCO. China.org 20-3-2016 

China becomes leading world exporter of cultural goods: UNESCO. CNTV.CN 11-3-2016 

Indonesia 
RI biosphere reserves recognized by UNESCO. Jakarta Post 10-6-2016 
Education projects of Indonesia, Zimbabwe win UNESCO prize. China.org 6-6-2016 
Indonesia Wins `UNESCO Prize for Girls and Women`s Education 

Education Report Shows Indonesia Losing Ground. Jakarta Globe 

Malaysia 
Malaysian girls missing from the job market. Malaysiakini.com 9-6-2016 
UNESCO recognition proves Malaysia is on right track. NST.com 28-5-2016 

No scientific proof of Hinduism-Buddhism in Bujang Valley? Freemalaysiatoday.com 25-5-2016 

Pakistan 
PMD, UNESCO PROMOTE COOP ON FLOOD MANAGEMENT. Pakistan Observer 20-4-2016 

UNESCO investigates environmental impact of Sundarbans coal plant. Thethirdpole.net 31-3-2016 

Philippines 
Communicating during disasters: The Philippines experience. Uccomedia 23-5-2016 
UNESCO declares Albay as biosphere reserve. The Philippine Star 6-4-2016 

 

Vietnam 

Earth Day Vietnam 2016: With Bridgestone Vietnam Raising environmental awareness - Getting healthy future. 
Bridgestone.com 15-4-2016 
 

Vietnam aims to further engage in UNESCO’s activities. Vietnamplus 12-1-2016 
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002444/244423E.pdf
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002447/244761E.pdf
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002447/244761E.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/jakarta/about-this-office/publications/
http://m.bt.com.bn/news-national/2016/06/02/brunei-reiterate-support-asean-5-year-work-plan
http://m.bt.com.bn/news-national/2016/03/04/more-early-childhood-care-and-education-teachers-needed
http://china.org.cn/environment/2016-03/20/content_38069619.htm
http://english.cntv.cn/2016/03/11/ARTIxnoq8WtathaNnJfiXTYu160311.shtml
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/06/10/ri-biosphere-reserves-recognized-unesco.html
http://www.china.org.cn/china/Off_the_Wire/2016-06/06/content_38615165.htm
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2016/05/26/240774216/Indonesia-Wins-UNESCO-Prize-for-Girls-and-Womens-Education
http://jakartaglobe.beritasatu.com/news/education-report-shows-indonesia-losing-ground/
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/344607
http://www.nst.com.my/news/2016/05/148351/unesco-recognition-proves-malaysia-right-track
http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/opinion/2016/05/25/no-scientific-proof-of-hinduism-buddhism-in-bujang-valley/
http://pakobserver.net/2016/04/20/pmd-unesco-promote-coop-on-flood-management/
https://www.thethirdpole.net/2016/03/31/unesco-investigates-environmental-impact-of-sundarbans-coal-plant/
http://uccommedia.in/news/communicating-disasters-philippines-experience/
http://beta.philstar.com/science-and-environment/2016/04/06/1570067/unesco-declares-albay-as-biosphere-reserve
https://www.bridgestone.com.vn/en/news-events/news/earth-day-vietnam-2016-with-bridgestone-vietnam-raising-environmental-awareness-getting-healthy-future
https://www.bridgestone.com.vn/en/news-events/news/earth-day-vietnam-2016-with-bridgestone-vietnam-raising-environmental-awareness-getting-healthy-future
http://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-aims-to-further-engage-in-unescos-activities/87515.vnp

