
 
Terms of Reference for Final External Evaluation of 

Malaysia Funds-in-Trust (MFIT) Projects 
 

Scope of Work Final External Evaluation of Malaysia Funds-in-Trust (MFIT) 

Contract Period April-December 2019 

Targeted Locations Africa and Asia Pacific (including SIDS and Central Asia) 

 
1.  Background 

 
The Government of Malaysia and UNESCO signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
to establish the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) for an initial 5-year phase 
(2011-2016). This Principal MOU was established with the objectives that MUCP empowers 
the South-South Cooperation (SSC) for capacity building in education, the sciences, culture, 
communication and information for the benefit of the countries of the Asia and the Pacific 
Region with emphasis on Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Small Islands Developing States 
(SIDS) and in support of the Priority Africa Agenda of UNESCO.  MUCP also will serve as a 
platform to strengthen and develop mutual co-operation between the Government of 
Malaysia and UNESCO in all the competencies of UNESCO. 
 
Both Parties agreed following this, a separate Funds-In-Trust Agreement to facilitate the 
financial disbursement from the Government of Malaysia. The Malaysia Funds-In-Trust (MFIT) 
agreement was signed on 5th April 2013 and stipulated that an initial contribution of USD 5 
million and subsequent USD 1 million per year, subjected to the duration of the MUCP’s MOU 
(from 2011-2016 totaling USD 9 million). Succeeding this, a supplementary agreement to the 
Principal MOU was signed in Paris, France on 25 April 2017 resulting in a no-cost extension of 
the programme until 30 June 2019.  
 
As of now, the 7th MFIT Steering Committee (SC) Meeting has decided to further prolong the 
existing no-cost extension of the supplementary agreement from 30 June 2019 until 31 
December 2019. 
 
To date, the MFIT SC approved 29 projects. 26 projects are related to the sectors, as shown 
in Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Table 1: The number of projects approved in relation to the UNESCO’s competencies. 
 
Another three projects approved are projects in direct correlation to the operation of the 
MUCP itself. These projects consist of the following:  
 

No. of Projects Sectors 

13 Education 

6 Natural Science 

3 Social and Human Science 

2 Culture 

2 Communication and Information 



1) Support the management, coordination and visibility of the Malaysia-UNESCO Funds-
in-Trust Programme; 

2) Promote MUCP during the 38th Session of the General Conference of UNESCO; 
3) Provide advice to the Government of Malaysia and UNESCO concerning the 

implementation of the MUCP through the Mid-Term Evaluation. 
 
In addition, a series of synthesis programme are scheduled to be conducted in 2019, leading 
to a planned Roundtable Discussion during the 40th Session of the UNESCO General 
Conference in November 2019. 
 
The MFIT projects, implemented since 2014, were designed in line with the UNESCO's 
Medium‐Term Strategy for 2014‐2021 (document 37 C/4) and the associated UNESCO 
quadrennial plans and biennial budgets (Programme and Budget (C/5)). See Annex 1 for more 
details on the individual projects and Annex 2 for list of projects supported by MFIT 
(categorized by UNESCO’s 5 programme areas). 
 
At the 4th MFIT SC Meeting in June 2015, the SC decided on an external and independent mid-
term evaluation of the MUCP. The purpose was to assess how this programme has served the 
common interest of Malaysia and UNESCO for the enhancement of SSC in education, science 
and technology, natural and social human sciences, culture communication and information. 
The Mid-Term External Evaluation Report was presented at the 6th MFIT SC Meeting held from 
21 – 22 July 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. The report presented findings and highlighted 
challenges of the 19 MFIT projects implemented from July 2014 to Jun 2015 including 
recommendations for future directions under the MUCP. 
 
During the 6th MFIT SC Meeting held from 21-22 July 2017, it was agreed that a final external 
evaluation would be conducted for all MFIT projects in accordance with UNESCO’s evaluation 
policy and guidelines. 
 
2.  Purpose and Use of the Evaluation 
 
The purpose of this final evaluation is to determine the degree of success in achieving the 
overall objectives of the MUCP and of the specific project objectives in terms of their 
relevance, efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability through MFIT. The evaluation also aims 
to inform programme stakeholders on the status and quality of implementation, output 
delivery and progress towards its objectives and to generate improvement recommendations 
for potential future projects under the MUCP framework for cooperation. The evaluation 
should also provide UNESCO and the donor with an evidence-based assessment on how 
effectively the MFIT projects, and individual projects approved thereunder, have contributed 
to the stated objectives of the MUCP, as well as about the quality and appropriateness of the 
MUCP as a funding mechanism. 
 
More specifically, the objectives of the evaluation are: 
 

 To assess the efficiency of individual projects’ output delivery and related 
achievements and challenges as approved within the framework of the programme;  

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/IOS/images/UNESCO_Evaluation_Policy_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/IOS/images/UNESCO_Evaluation_Policy_EN.pdf


 To assess the relevance of the selected projects within the programme and to what 
extent they are to responding stakeholders’ needs, in particular within the context of 
the 2030 Agenda; 

 

 To assess the effectiveness in achieving the defined objectives and to what extent 
conditions are put in place that facilitate sustainability of results on a longer term 
impact; 

 

 To review the individual projects’ implementation strategies and approaches and to 
identify opportunities, challenges, good practices, and lessons learnt that will be 
useful for strengthening and enhancing the design and implementation of similar 
interventions of the potential next phase of the projects;  

 

 To develop a forward-looking perspective on how the collaboration between the 
Government of Malaysia and UNESCO within the framework of the programme can 
further be strengthened. 

 
Therefore, the evaluation will examine the effectiveness and to the extent possible the impact 
of all supported activities under the current agreement. It will also evaluate the effectiveness 
of the cooperation mechanism as a whole under the current agreement to examine if the 
thematic and geographic focus has demonstrated added value. 
 
The evaluation shall provide evidence based recommendations for further strengthening the 
MUCP’s working methods and processes; as well as recommendations that shall inform 
decisions in relation to individual projects’ continuation or closure and help refine the criteria 
and mechanism for the selection of new projects. Finally, the findings and recommendation 
of the evaluation shall inform decisions of relevant stakeholders, particularly UNESCO and the 
Government of Malaysia, for further enhancing the strategic operating aspects of MUCP 
implementation. 
 
3.  Scope 

 
The final evaluation will be carried out to examine the relevance, efficiency and effectiveness, 
sustainability and where possible the impact of the activities undertaken in the framework of 
agreement currently in force. The details on the 29 projects approved (project description, 
start and end date, responsible officers and UNESCO offices responsible) will be provided to 
the evaluation team. 
 
More specifically, the following aspects will be covered by the evaluation (the following 
questions are indicative and shall be refined by the evaluation team during the inception 
phase of the evaluation in consultation with the reference group). 
 
a) Performance/Efficiency 

 
- Is output delivery on schedule? Are there any (unforeseen) delays? What have been 

the main challenges in the delivery of these outputs? 
- Were the delivery mechanisms adequate to achieve the outputs as envisaged? 



- What has been the nature and quality of interaction and collaboration at the national 
and regional levels? 

 
b) Relevance 

 
- To what extent are MUCP-MFIT projects and outputs aligned with UNESCO’s 

institutional mandate as captured in the Medium Term Strategy (C4), as well as other 
international development frameworks, in particular within the context of the 2030 
Agenda? 

- To what extent are MUCP-MFIT project activities and outputs aligned with the needs 
and demands of key stakeholders and target groups (in particular the most vulnerable 
groups with emphasis on Gender Equality and target groups most in need in LDCs, SIDS 
and Africa)? 

- How relevant has, MUCP proved as an instrument of South‐South Cooperation? 
- To what extent does, the coherence of the United Nation system is applicable in the 

implementation of the MUCP programme? 
 
c) Effectiveness and progress towards impact 

 
- To what extent did the programme and projects manage to “enhance South‐South 

Cooperation for capacity building in education and science for the benefit of the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), Small Developing Island States (SIDS) in Asia and the Pacific 
and to support the Priority Africa agenda of UNESCO”? 

- What have been the key outcomes in terms of achievements and challenges resulting 
from the selected projects? 

- What are the main factors that have facilitated or obstructed the achievement of 
outcomes? 

- Which activities and use of the produced output were the most/least effective in 
contributing to the projects’ objectives and why? What are their common quality 
aspects and challenges? 

- Are adequate monitoring tools and mechanisms in place, and functional? Do they allow 
communication and exchange of lessons learned between the different projects? 

- Are the established quality assurance mechanism adequate? 
 
c) Sustainability 

 
- What are the main factors that facilitate or threaten the financial, political and 

institutional sustainability of outcomes of the MFIT projects? This will include elements 
that can enable or hamper the delivered output to be further developed, up scaled 
and/or to be replicated elsewhere. 

- More specifically, what are the main challenges in safeguarding the sustainability of 
regional institutional partnerships through MFIT projects? 

- What was the potential for mobilizing further partners and donors and synergies / 
complementarities with initiatives undertaken by other development agencies and 
partners? 

- To what extent does the visibility of UNESCO and the Government of Malaysia, 
are known amongst the beneficiaries?  
 



Other relevant/suggested questions: 
 

- Are the selection criteria identified the most appropriate to achieve the objective of the 
agreement? (relevance) 

- Are management and cooperation mechanism selected efficient? (efficiency) 
- What is the comparative strengths of the MUCP? (effectiveness)/relevance) 
- Are the types of activities in alignment with the overall strategic programme priority? 

(relevance) 
- Are the outputs delivered would have long-term impact amongst the beneficiaries, and 

to what extend does it affect the Malaysian beneficiaries, if there are any? 
(effective/sustainability) 

- To what extent does the Malaysian experts community have established themselves 
amongst the beneficiaries? Are there platforms that promotes future collaboration with 
the Malaysian experts community? (sustainability) 

- How have the implementation of the programmes led to other collaboration with the 
Malaysian experts community?  

- Are there any self-benefitting elements to the Malaysian institutions and experts 
community? If yes, in what way?  (either financially or through capacity building- 
elaborations should include the numbers of institutions and experts involved) 

- How effective, efficient and sustainable are the governance, coordination, advisory, 
management, financial resources, networking and partnership structures of the projects 
in the framework of MUCP? 

 
4. Methodology 

 
This evaluation will have a well-established design and will include a combination of different 
evaluation approaches and data collection methods. It is expected that the evaluation team, 
in consultation with the reference group, develop an evaluation design that meet the 
evaluation objectives and answer the evaluation questions. In addition, this design will have 
to integrate human rights and gender equality dimensions. 
 
It is suggested that the evaluation team adopts a sequenced-methodology consisting in the 
following steps and elements: 
 
a) A self‐assessment for each project to be completed by the relevant project teams in 

collaboration with the MFIT Coordinator in order to inform the final evaluation. This 
exercise is expected to be conducted prior to the evaluation process. However, programme 
specialist will provide additional data as necessary. 

 
b) A desk study is to be conducted of the following elements: 
 

i.  Review of MUCP agreements, strategy documents, operational procedures, minutes of   
Steering Committee meetings and presentations to Steering Committee meetings; 
 

ii. Mapping of activities, projects and programmes to which MUCP-MFIT have contributed. 
The desk study will also provide an overview on how the joint MUCP-UNESCO objectives 
were addressed; 
 



iii. Review of additional documentation such as: project documents, periodic progress 
reports; mission reports; internal think pieces; UNESCO Country Programme 
Documents; UNDAFs; evaluations, studies and research of other UN organizations and 
stakeholders on the subject being evaluated, flyers/brochures/websites. Analysis of 
data extracted from SISTER, a database containing all work plans and monitoring data. 
 

c) Reconstruction of an Overall Intervention logic / Theory of Change for MUCP-MFIT and how 
the specific projects contribute to it. 

 
d) A standard questionnaires and surveys addressed to various stakeholders (e.g. Ministries, 

National Commissions, Universities, intergovernmental programmes, researchers networks, 
Category I and II Institutes, UNESCO’s Chairs). 
 

e) Interviews, discussions and meetings with project responsible officers, as possible in 
person or via teleconference (Skype or telephone). Interviews with representatives from 
the Donor (Ministry of Education/National Commission for UNESCO), the UNESCO Office 
Jakarta, concerned UNESCO Field Offices and Institutions, project partners and 
beneficiaries, Bureau for Strategic Planning (BSP/MGP) to be arranged on-site either at 
the UNESCO Jakarta Office or via teleconference. Gender-balanced selection of 
interviewees should be considered, to the extent possible. 
 

f) Participation in selected MUCP-MFIT events to assess the visibility as well as outcomes of  
 all MFIT projects. 
 
g) 5 Field visits to meet with the local stakeholders, beneficiaries and partners involved in   

the implementation of the projects i.e. sub-regional and national level evaluation namely 
for Africa (such as Nigeria and Ethiopia if time permits), SIDS (Fiji and Timor-Leste), SEA 
(Indonesia and Malaysia) and Central Asia (Tajikistan). Suggested a maximum of two person 
per visit. 
 

h) Participatory workshops to steer the evaluation and to discuss findings and 
recommendations (in person or via Skype). 

 
Additionally, the external evaluation consultant team members are expected to carry out in-
depth interviews and discussion with relevant staff and officials at UNESCO Headquarters, 
UNESCO Field Offices (UNESCO Office Jakarta, UNESCO Office Bangkok, UNESCO Office Apia), 
national officials at project sites in Africa, Small Islands Developing States, South East Asia and 
Central Asia, Government of Malaysia, implementing partners, beneficiaries (institutions) and 
other stakeholders. The external team members are also expected to participate in selected 
MUCP-MFIT showcase events / final workshop to conduct interviews during the data 
collection phase, and to hold meetings for discussing and validating findings and 
recommendations. 
 
This evaluation will follow the updated 2016 UNEG norms and standards for evaluations1 and 

will be conducted in accordance with the principles outlined in the UNEG ethical guidelines 

for evaluation2 

1  United Nations Evaluation Group (2016). Norms and Standards for Evaluation. New York: UNEG. 
2  UNEG Ethical Guidelines for Evaluation. UNEG, March 2008 

http://www.unevaluation.org/document/detail/1914
http://www.unevaluation.org/document/detail/102
http://www.unevaluation.org/document/detail/102
http://www.unevaluation.org/document/detail/102


5. Roles and Responsibilities 
 
UNESCO Office Jakarta is responsible for the overall management of the evaluation and 
quality assurance of the deliverables. This evaluation will be coordinated by the Director, 
UNESCO Office Jakarta. A reference group will be established to accompany and quality 
assure the evaluation process among other by providing feedback on the evaluation 
methodology, Inception Report and Draft Evaluation Report. The reference group will be 
chaired by the Director of UNESCO Office Jakarta and comprises members of the Steering 
Committee (Director of UNESCO Office Bangkok, a representative from the Bureau of 
Strategic Planning (BSP) as well as the Government of Malaysia) and the evaluation focal point 
of the Jakarta Office supported by the UNESCO Internal Oversight Service (IOS) Evaluation 
office. The Reference Group shall meet periodically during the evaluation, as necessary. 
 

UNESCO Office Jakarta in consultation with the reference group will: 
 

 Discuss the final evaluation approach and methodology with the evaluation/   
 consultant team. 

 Ensure that the evaluation team has access to and has consulted all relevant 
information sources and documents related to the projects. 

 Discuss and comment on notes and reports delivered by the evaluation team. 

 Assist in obtaining feedback of the findings, conclusions, lessons and recommendations 
from the evaluation form the evaluation reference group members. 

 
Programme specialists working under the different projects covered by the evaluation will be 
available to meet (directly or indirectly) with the evaluation team. In addition, they will provide 
additional data when necessary and ensure adequate representation in the evaluation’s 
Reference Group. 
 
The external evaluation consultant team that will be contracted will be responsible for the 
overall conduct of the evaluation and the drafting of the final evaluation report. All the 
evaluation deliverables (that includes the inception report methodology of the evaluation, the 
draft and final evaluation report) will be reviewed and approved by the evaluation reference 
group. 
 
6. Logistics 

 
The external evaluation consultant team will be responsible for own logistics: office space, 
administrative and secretarial support, telecommunications, printing of documentation, etc. 
the external evaluation of all methodological tools such as surveys, and UNESCO Office Jakarta 
will facilitate the process to whatever extend possible by providing contact information such as 
email address. When in Jakarta, suitable office space will be provided for the evaluation team 
in the UNESCO Jakarta office. 

 
UNESCO Office Jakarta will assist the external evaluation consultant team in providing 
documentation, setting up meetings and providing security clearance documents. The external 
evaluation consultant team is responsible for all travel-related costs, including transport to and 
from interviews. The travel costs should be itemized in the financial proposal. 
7. Budget 



 
The evaluation is estimated to require an approximate 100 person days of consultant time 
spread over 11 months, inclusive of working days for missions. Some of these tasks may be 
conducted via skype or video conference. Table 2 contains information that should be taken 
into consideration for the preparation of the budget estimation. 
 

Table 2: Information to be considered in the Financial Proposal 

 
 

8. Deliverables and Schedule 
 
The external evaluation consultant team will deliver the following three key deliverables in 
English: 
 
Deliverable 1: Inception report: containing the evaluation framework, detailed evaluation 
methodology and evaluation design matrix, sample strategies, project/programme sample, 
work plan, logistical arrangements as well as draft data collection instruments. This inception 
report should include common framework and indicators for the self-evaluations (self- 
evaluations questionnaire etc.) for all the projects to complete.  
 
Deliverable 2: Draft Evaluation report of max.50 pages (excluding annexes) to be structured as 
follows: 
 

- Executive Summary (2‐3 pages) 
- Description of Malaysia‐UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) and associated 

projects. 
- Evaluation purpose. 
- Evaluation methodology. 
- Main findings (presented in terms of achievements and challenges). 
- Conclusions. 
- Lessons Learnt (from both positive and negative experience). 
- Recommendations. 
- Annexes (including interview list, evaluation matrix, details of the data collection 

instruments, key documents reviewed, Terms of Reference). 

No Activity Units Unit cost in USD Total cost in USD 

1. 
Individual / team 

remuneration 
100 days xxx xxx 

2. 

Travel fee to destination 
that covers fee, 

accommodation and 
meals. 

For suggested field trips, 
please refer to 
Section 4 (g) 

 

… trip xxx xxx 

3 
Others 

 
   



 
Deliverable 3: Final Evaluation report of max. 50 pages (excluding annexes) to consider as 
appropriate comments and suggestions received by the reference group on the draft final 
report. 
 
The external evaluation consultant team will provide the deliverables according to the 
following indicative timetable (approximately 8 months: April to December 2019): 
 

Table 3: Timeframe of the MUCP-MFIT Final External Evaluation 

 
9.  Qualification of external evaluation consultant team 
 
The external evaluation consultant team will be composed of approximately 3 team 
members (a team leader with significant experience working with UNESCO mandate and 
2 members with qualifications across more than one UNESCO areas of mandate). 
 
The external evaluation consultant team should possess the following qualifications: 
 
a) At least 10 – 15 years of professional experience in programme and project evaluation of 

relevance to policy making, to include international experiences. 
b) A strong record in leading and/or conducting evaluations. 
c) Advanced university degree in education, natural and social sciences, engineering, 

programme management and/or other development-related fields. 
d) Professional experience/expertise in programme management related to educational and 

scientific research. Some knowledge of the UN, including previous work experience or 
assignments for the UN. 

e) Excellent oral communication and report writing skills in English (required). 
f) Excellent analytical skills and skills in producing succinct clear materials. 
g) No previous involvement in the implementation of activities under review. 

 
Moreover, it is desirable that the external evaluation consultant team possess the following 
qualifications and characteristics: 
 

 A previous or recent experience in evaluating projects and programmes in the UN. 

Tasks Timeframe (2019) 

Kick Off and Inception meeting April 

Inception Report (Deliverable 1) April 

Data collection including field work April-August 

Participatory workshops to steer the 
evaluation and to discuss preliminary 
findings and recommendations. 

September 

Draft evaluation report (Deliverable 2) September 

Feedback to the external evaluation 
consultant team  

October 

Final evaluation report submitted to 
UNESCO and Government of Malaysia 
(Deliverable 3) 

December 



 Extensive knowledge of the global/regional development arena in any of the related 
fields of education, culture and sciences, and/or communication. 

 Understanding and application of UN mandates in Human Rights and Gender 
Equality.  

 Other UN language or relevant local language skills will be considered an advantage. 
 
Verification of these qualifications will be based on the provided curriculum vitae. Moreover, 
references, web links or electronic copies of two or three examples of recently completed 
evaluation reports shall be provided together with the technical proposal. Candidates are also 
encouraged to submit other references such as research papers or articles that demonstrate 
their familiarity with the subject under review. 
 
Attention will be paid to establishing an evaluation team that is balanced as regards gender 
and geographical balance (as applicable)



 



 
Annex 1: Description of the individual MFIT projects 
 
Annex 2: List of projects supported by MFIT (categorised by UNESCO’s 5 programme areas) 
 
Annex 3: Reference documents 
 

 Framework Agreement between UNESCO and the Government of Malaysia  

 Guidance Note on the Evaluation of UNESCO’s Extrabudgetary Activities, 
IOS/EVS/PI/126, UNESCO, 2013 

 
 
  



 
 
Annex 1: Description of the individual MFIT projects 

A. Management: 
 

1. Malaysia-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust Programme (594RAS3000) 
 
The Government of Malaysia and UNESCO have decided to establish the Malaysia-UNESCO FIT 
where the Government of Malaysia will provide the financial contribution for supporting the 
implementation, through UNESCO, of projects jointly selected under the "Malaysia-UNESCO 
Cooperation Programme" (MUCP). The MFIT Agreement covers all areas of competence of 
UNESCO and stimulates South-South cooperation, while building on Malaysian institutions 
and expertise. As such, this activity aims to support the management and coordination of the 
Malaysia-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust Programme including the secondment of a personnel from 
the Government of Malaysia as MFIT Coordinator. 
 
The MUCP was announced during the 35th session of UNESCO General Conference in 2009, 
with initial contribution of USD 5 million and subsequent USD 1 million per year until the year 
2016. 
 
Table 1 below provides a budget breakdown in US dollars, of the MUCP funding per year. 
 
Table 1: budget breakdown of the MUCP funding per year (USD) 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 

5,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 9,000,000 

 
To date seven (7) MUCP-MFIT Steering Committee meetings have been convened to discuss, 
review and evaluate new proposals submitted. The meetings were co-chaired by the 
representative from the Government of Malaysia and UNESCO.  

 
2. Promoting the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) at the 38th General 

Conference of UNESCO Round Table Discussion on: "Promoting South-South Cooperation 
for Sustainable Development"   
Promotion of MUCP during the 38th Session of the General Conference of UNESCO took place 
in Room IX, UNESCO-HQ, Paris, France with high level authorities from the Government of 
Malaysia such as the Minister of Education of Malaysia, the Minister of Women, Family and 
Community Development, the Secretary General of the Ministry of Education Malaysia and 
Vice-President of the Malaysian National Commission for UNESCO, the Director General of 
Higher Education, Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia, the Science Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia and approximately 100 participants including Ministers, Deputy 
Ministers, ambassadors, national delegations, UNESCO staff and members of the press.  
 



3. Mid-Term External Evaluation of Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) 
July 2014 - June 2015 

 
At the 4th Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) Steering Committee 
Meeting in June 2015, the Steering Committee decided on an external and independent 
mid-term evaluation of the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP). The 
purpose was to assess how this programme has served the common interest of Malaysia 
and UNESCO for the enhancement of South-South Cooperation (SSC) in education, science 
and technology, natural, social and human sciences, culture, communications and 
information. 

The Mid-Term External Evaluation of MUCP Report was prepared by Dr. Olivia Castillo, 
former Board Member, United Nations Secretary-General Advisory Board (UNSGAB) on 
Water and Sanitation. 
 
The Report presents findings and highlights the challenges of the 19 Malaysia Funds-in-
Trust (MFIT) projects implemented from July 2014 to Jun 2015 including recommendations 
for future directions under the MUCP. The report draws from a variety of sources including 
questionnaire and narrative project reports submitted by project officers as well as from 
interviews with stakeholders.  
 

B. Education: 
 

1. Knowledge Generation and Dissemination to Support Policy Reform in Member States  
(BKK-594RAS1000) 
 
Background: 
In order to support member states in reforming their education systems in preparation for 
the 21st century, UNESCO through its Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education in 
Bangkok, Thailand in collaboration with her partners will facilitate: 
 
1) Knowledge generation and dissemination of innovative and effective education 

policies; and 
2) Capacity building and mutual learning in conducting technically-robust education 

policy research for government officials and researchers in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
The Knowledge Generation and Dissemination to Support Policy Reform in Member States 
project is implemented through UNESCO Bangkok’s existing networks, i.e. Asia-Pacific 
Education Research Institutes Network (ERI-Net) and the Network on Education Quality 
Monitoring in the Asia Pacific (NEQMAP). The success of this project also relies on the close 
cooperation with various international partners, generous funding and technical support 
from the Malaysia Funds-in-Trust, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Kobe University, Zhejiang 
University and Korean Education Development Institute (KEDI). 
 
This Project, which was implemented in collaboration with different partners, consists of 
three major activities:  
Activity 1: Regional expert meetings to conduct joint studies  



Activity 2: Development of online knowledge portal on education policies; and  
Activity 3: Publication of policy briefs on key educational issues. 
 

2. Skills Development through Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)                          
(BKK-594RAS1001) 

 
Background: 
Skills are vital for poverty reduction, economic growth and sustainable human resource 
development. Through its Strategy for TVET (2016-2021), UNESCO endeavours to support the 
efforts of Member States to enhance the relevance of their TVET systems and to equip all 
youth and adults with the skills required for employment, decent work, entrepreneurship and 
lifelong learning, and to contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development as a whole. UNESCO Bangkok, in its capacity as the Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau 
for Education, is following this approach to support Member States in strengthening their 
education and training systems through this project, which consists of three main 
components: 

1) In-country technical advice on TVET in two LDCs in Asia-Pacific 
2) Conceptual clarification and in-depth study on transversal skills in TVET 
3) Establishment of an information base on Quality Assurance (QA) of TVET 

Qualifications in Asia-Pacific and support to the establishment of the ASEAN 
Qualifications Reference Framework (AQRF).      
 

The project is expected to contribute to the increased relevance of TVET systems and stronger 
alignment of learning outcomes in TVET with labour market needs of Member States in Asia-
Pacific.  

 
3. Improving the Quality of Learning through Enhanced Student Learning Assessment  

SDG4 (BKK-594RAS1002) 
 
Background: 
For the implementation of the activities of the project “Improving the Quality of Learning 
through Enhanced Student Learning Assessment”, UNESCO Bangkok leverages the Network 
on Education Quality Monitoring in the Asia Pacific (NEQMAP). With an overall aim to improve 
the quality of learning in the Asia Pacific region, NEQMAP was established by UNESCO 
Bangkok in 2013 as a regional platform to facilitate networking, information sharing and 
collaborative work in support of better articulation between assessment, curriculum and 
pedagogy in countries of the region. The NEQMAP activities focus on capacity development, 
research and knowledge sharing among network members and other relevant stakeholders. 
This MFIT funded project is expected to benefit policy makers, researchers, education 
managers and practitioners and all other stakeholders of education policy in the AP region.  
The project aims to carry out activities including: 1) establishment of a knowledge portal on 
monitoring of education quality, 2) comparative and analytical research studies related to 
learning assessments and 3) organization of capacity building workshop on topics related to 
assessment. 
 
 



4. Promoting South-South Cooperation through Climate Change Education in Asian Pacific 
Small Island Developing States (JAK-594RAS1003) 
 

Background: 
The project under the fund aims to strengthen the capacity of teacher training institutions of 
Asia Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to deliver Climate Change Education (CCE) 
for sustainable development at primary and secondary school levels. UNESCO through its 
Education Unit in the Jakarta Office assists five-targeted member states, Fiji, Tuvalu, Palau, 
Tonga and Niue, to integrate climate change in their education systems as well as provide 
technical guidance, training and resources. The success of this project also relies on the 
support and expertise from the Ministry of Education Malaysia as well as the relevant 
Malaysian institutions such as Climate Change Institute of Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(UKM) and Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI). Through this project, the capacities of 
SIDS in the Asia Pacific is expected to be elevated whilst fostering regional and inter-regional 
dialogue on climate change education.  
 
5. Strengthening technical and vocational education and training (TVET) for improved skill 

outcomes in the Asia-Pacific region (BKK-594RAS1004) 
 

Background: 
Technical and vocational education and training (TVET) needs a fundamental rethinking and 
transformation to respond to current and emerging development challenges in a rapidly 
changing world. To support efforts of Member States to design and implement policies aiming 
at transforming TVET systems. UNESCO, through this project, aims to:  

1) Promote policy dialogues and exchange of experiences among beneficiary countries 
on skills development for the future; and 

2) Broaden the knowledge base on cutting-edge issues in TVET and skills development in 
Asia-Pacific.  
 

To achieve these objectives, the project has implemented/is implementing the following 
activities: 

 organize a regional forum as a platform for policy dialogue on TVET; 

 review progress in reforming TVET systems in countries in Asia-Pacific; and 

 conduct regional research on TVET and skills development issues and challenges.             
 
6. Education for Sustainable Development in the Pacific Island Countries (API-

594RAS1005) 
 

Background: 
As the lead agency for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and with strong working 
relationships with some Pacific Island countries i.e. Fiji, Niue, Palau, Tonga and Tuvalu, 
UNESCO has been approached by these countries to provide additional follow up activities to 
expand and consolidate the work on ESD in the past few years. Among the areas covered 
included promoting transmission of national languages, traditional knowledge and intangible 
cultural heritage, and climate change and disaster risk reduction strategies. 
 



7. Educating for Sustainable Futures through the Integration of Values in School-Based 
and Community-Based Programs Targeting Young People (BKK-594RAS1006) 
 

Background: 
The project focuses on identifying and building pathways for young people to develop their 
values systems through both school-based and community-based (youth group) activities. It 
investigates the current state of values education in three pilot countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
and the Philippines) in ASEAN and ways to improve implementation of values education 
through effective entry points in respective country contexts. 
 
8. Strengthening Ministry of Education Leadership in the Implementation of Education 

Policy and Reforms (IIEP-188RAS0401) 
 

Background: 
Within the framework of the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP) Malaysian 
Funds-in-Trust-sponsored regional project Strengthening Ministry of Education Leadership in 
the Implementation of Education Policy and Reform, International Institute of Educational 
Planning (IIEP), Institut Aminuddin Baki and other relevant implementing partners (National 
University for Education Planning and Administration-NUEPA and Korean Education 
Development Institute-KEDI) envisaged to strengthen education leaderships in addressing 
emerging issues and threats for education service provision stemming from the growing rural-
urban divide and uneven patterns of education development. To achieve the above purpose, 
the project will: 

 Prepare a regional comparative study on the implications of demographic and social 
changes on education service provision. 

 Identify barriers and enabling factors for addressing challenges for education service 
provision and resourcing, and make recommendations for policy. 

 Develop a knowledge base, on an IIEP portal, providing up-to-date information, data, 
analytical tools and resources for policy makers, education officials and experts from 
research and training institutions.  

 Prepare materials for training sessions that can be used or adapted by ANTRIEP 
institutions and other national training institutions. 

 
9. Strengthening STEM Curricula for Girls in Africa and Asia and the Pacific – Phase I (IBE-

ILCMAL15) 
 

Background: 
In order to foster and strengthen institutional capacities in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) among key stakeholders in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, the 
International Bureau of Education (IBE), as UNESCO’s global Centre of Excellence in 
curriculum and learning related matters, provides technical assistance to operationalize 
gender-responsive STEM policies through curriculum, pedagogy and teacher education. In 
addition, technical support is also being provided through the expertise of the Curriculum 
Development Division of the Ministry of Education Malaysia, UNESCO Bangkok and Southeast 
Asian Ministers of Education Organisation Regional Centre for Education in Science and 
Mathematics (SEAMEO RECSAM). This will be achieved through: 
 



 Conducting needs assessment analysis and implementation of the country roadmaps 
(Cambodia, Kenya, Indonesia and Nigeria) 

 Organizing Capacity Development Workshop using a STEM resource pack especially 
developed to strengthen the country capacities to give effect to STEM policies 

 Carrying out field country work to further develop STEM policies at large across levels 
of the education system 

 
10. Support in Preparation of Bhutan School Education Sector Blueprint (NDL-594BHU1000) 

 
Background: 
This project aims to support the Royal Government of Bhutan to conduct education review 
and prepare a School Education Sector Blueprint (hereunder referred to as “Education 
Blueprint”) to achieve an ambitious goal of enhancing student learning and competencies 
equivalent to OECD average by 2020. The proposed activities of this project are guided by the 
Bhutanese Vision 2020. More specifically, the project will support in: (a) reviewing the 
current education performance and challenges; (b) developing a vision for the education 
system to meet national development requirements and student aspirations to face the 
challenges of the 21st century; and (3) developing an Education Blueprint- a roadmap to 
reform the entire education system in 10 years. 
 
The overall purpose of the project is to reform the Bhutanese education system in 
convergence with the international standards through development and implementation of 
the Education Blueprint 2014-2024 based on the education sector review. 

 
11. ECCE Teacher Development in Southeast Asia and the Pacific Small Island Developing 

States        (BKK-594INT1000)  
 

Background: 
UNESCO, with the support of Malaysian Funds-in-Trust, is delivering a capacity-building 
project to support the professionalization and capacity development of early childhood care 
and education (ECCE) teachers and practitioners in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
Contributing to Target 4.2 of SDG 4 or Education 2030: 
 
By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 
care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education. 
 
The project will consist of the following activities: 
i. Conduct baseline study on ECCE teacher/practitioner policies and practices 
ii. Organize Regional workshops to review the findings and recommendations of the study 

and revise the draft competencies frameworks 
iii. Provide technical support to selected countries to develop or improve national ECCE 

teacher policies/qualification frameworks or standards/curricula 
 
 
 
 



12. Strengthening National Capacity for Sector-wide Planning to Achieve SDG4 in Asia-
Pacific through South-South Cooperation (BKK-594RAS1007)  

 
Background: 
In 2015, the international community adopted an ambitious set of SDGs, including one for 
education (SDG4), calling more equitable, inclusive, and quality lifelong learning for all. In 
order for countries to achieve this target, major changes will be needed in how education is 
planned. This project aims to build the Member States’ capacity to develop and implement 
evidence-based and result-oriented education sector plans to meet the challenges of SDG4 
through mutual learning and South-South cooperation. Specifically, the project aims to 
encourage countries to learn from Malaysia’s experiences of the Education Blueprint, while 
enhancing sub-regional coordination mechanisms. 

 
The project will consist of the following activities: 

 
i. Replication of Malaysian Education Blueprint for Effective Planning of Education Sector 

in Selected Asia-Pacific Countries  
 Regional capacity building workshop 
 Developing a regional handbook for evidence- and result-based education 

planning based on “National Education Sector Development Plan: A Result-based 
Planning Handbook” (UNESCO, 2006) 

 In-country support 
 

ii. Strengthening Sub-regional Cooperation in Education to Support the Implementation of 
SDG 4 (Education 2030) in South Asia  

 Regional Seminar on sub-regional cooperation for achieving Education 2030 
 Exchange visit between the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC), the SEAMEO Secretariat and SEAMEO Centres 
 SAARC action planning 

 
13. Pathways to Empowerment - Building Capacity for Quality Higher Education and TVET 

in Pacific Island Countries (BKK-594RAS1008)  
 

Background: 
Through South-South cooperation, and in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community, the project will support capacity building for quality assurance of lifelong 
learning in Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  The project addresses a pressing 
need in the Pacific Community to improve the responsiveness and quality assurance 
mechanisms of lifelong learning. While learning outcomes in connection with National 
Qualifications Frameworks (NQF) have been developed in recent years, capacity for 
implementation and monitoring is lacking in these Pacific SIDS. Through training a pool of 
experts on quality audits in tertiary education, including TVET and higher education, the 
project will build capacity to promote and effectively monitor quality lifelong learning 
throughout the Pacific Community. 
 
Overall the project will result in increased capacity of Pacific island countries to implement 
the Education 2030 sustainable development agenda (i.e. Targets 4.3 and 4.4). 



 
The overall project has three components: 

i. Capacity building workshop on NQF in the Pacific Community 
ii. Research study by Commonwealth Tertiary Education Facility (CTEF)/IPPTEN on 

mapping skills development pathways in the Pacific 
iii. Study tour and training in Kuala Lumpur and Penang on quality assurance 
 
 

C. Natural Sciences:  
  

1. Science Harnessed for ASEAN Regional Policy (SHARP) (JAK-594RAS2000) 
 
Background: 
The Science Harnessed for ASEAN Regional Policy project or SHARP in short was designed with 
the aim to raise awareness about the UNESCO Regional Bureau’s Science Support Strategy 
2014-2021: Promoting Science for Peace and Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 
through South-South Cooperation among policymakers in the ASEAN region, with a view to 
position this as part of the adaptive national and regional science and technology policy. 
UNESCO is committed to work with ASEAN in contributing to the development of strategies 
to protect the environment and the sustainable use and management of natural resources 
which is essential to the long-term economic growth and social development of ASEAN 
Member States. 
 
This project is aligned with the ASEAN-UNESCO Framework Agreement and its five-year 
Indicative Joint Programme of Action (2014-2018) focusing on one of the seven main areas of 
cooperation - Environmental Sustainability. It is also in line with UNESCO’s C/4 document by 
assisting the Member States in the creation and enhancement of enabling policy environment 
for science, technology and innovation for sustainable development including the 
strengthening of the science, policy and society interface.  
 
2. South-South Cooperation for Enhancing Science, Engineering and Technology 

Standards in Asia and the Pacific (JAK-594RAS2001) 
 
Background: 
Responding to the needs for interdisciplinary expertise in areas of applied sciences as well as 
strengthening learning in the basic sciences, UNESCO Office, Jakarta in its capacity as the 
Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the Pacific in collaboration with her partners will be 
implementing the project through the following components: 
 
i. A meta-knowledge platform in making available tools and resources for engineering, 

science and technology human resource development for sustainable development 
through Connect-Asia; 

ii. Modular curricula that could be adopted by professional bodies and universities for 
certified training of professionals; and 

iii. Mapping of UNESCO centres and chairs for establishing south-south learning alliances.  
 



In this context, this project is contributing to strengthen engineering institutions and 
improving their quality of educations to facilitate the mobility of engineers within and 
between countries in the Asia Pacific region and Africa. This project is also helping to promote 
interaction and knowledge exchange for strengthening South-South cooperation between 
UNESCO Natural Sciences related Category 2 Centres and Chairs in the Asia-Pacific Region and 
Africa. The project is implemented in collaboration with the Federation of Engineering 
Institutions of Asia and the Pacific (FEIAP) and the International Science, Technology and 
Innovation Centre for South-South Cooperation (ISTIC), a Category 2 Centre under the 
auspices of UNESCO. The project is a key contribution to the delivery of several SDGs 
specifically Goals 9 and 17. 
 
3. Upscaling water security to meet local, regional, and global challenges (JAK-

594RAS2002) 
 
Background: 
UNESCO in response to the priorities and needs of its Member States is implementing the 
“Upscaling water security to meet local, regional, and global challenges” with the aim to 
provide sustainable responses to meet present-day water challenges. Built on the key targets 
of IHP-VIII Strategic Plan, this project focusses on actions and activities aiming at contributing 
for upscaling the existing approaches in water management through scientific collaborations 
and tools to support, design and implement Ecohydrology and HELP (Hydrology for the 
Environment, Life and Policy) strategies and policies for the delivery of Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM).  
 
The implementation of the project and its activities is conducted by leveraging UNESCO's 
strong scientific/water network in Asia and Africa. The activities implemented under this 
project are also contributing to the delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and 
related targets. More specifically the SDG 6, 4, 7 and 17. 
 
Within the framework of the project the following three components are under 
implementation:  
i. Research Component: Demonstration of ecohydrology biotechnologies;  
ii. Education Component: HELP and ecohydrology scoping; 
iii. Water Management Component: Workshops on comparative studies of applying water 

footprints, Ecohydrology and IWRM in Asia and Africa through UNESCO category-2 water 
centres in Asia and Africa. 

 
4. Towards Economic Resilience in the Pacific and Southeast Asia: Reducing Risk of Loss 

& Damage in the Tourism and Agriculture Sectors from Extreme and Slow-Onset 
Events through Improved Assessments and Education (API-594RAS2003) 

 
Background: 
Supported by the Malaysia Funds-in-Trust, UNESCO Office in Apia assisted four Pacific 
countries, namely Cook Islands, Solomon Islands, Fiji and Samoa in improving the 
understanding, knowledge and capacities to deal with the risk of loss and damage (L&D) due 
to climate change and climate extremes. It will also contribute towards combatting climate 
change (SDG 13) by attaining the following targets: 



 Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and 
natural disasters in all countries 

 Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning 

 Improving education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning 

 Promoting mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related 
planning and management in least developed countries and Small Island Developing 
States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities.  

 
In addition, this project has also given UNESCO the opportunity to strengthen partnerships in 
the region, including regional intergovernmental partners and the University of the South 
Pacific (USP). 
 
5. Fostering Tsunami Preparedness, Response and Mitigation in the Indian Ocean Small 

Island Developing States and African Coast Countries (JAK-594GLO2000) 
 
Background: 
In order to strengthen the capacity of Indian Ocean Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and 
African Coast Countries, the Disaster Risk Reduction and Tsunami Information Unit – the 
Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Centre (IOTIC) of UNESCO Jakarta together with the 
Secretariat for the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning 
and Mitigation Systems (ICG/IOTWS) have been implementing this project by providing 
technical assistance through capacity building on Tsunami Preparedness, Response and 
Mitigation in Mozambique, Seychelles, and Tanzania as well as development of Public 
awareness materials on Distance Tsunami and Tsunami Hazards in South China Sea Region.  
 
This project contributes to SDG14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development. Within this goal, the project is intended to reduce 
vulnerability of coastal populations to ocean related risks through establishment of early 
warning systems by focusing on the increasing of capacity on end-to-end Tsunami Emergency 
Warning Center (TEWC) assessment of the national government in each selected countries. 
It also contributes to MLA 4: UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC): 
strengthening IOC with a view to improving governance and fostering intergovernmental 
cooperation to manage and protect oceans and coastal zones for the benefit of its member 
states.   

 
6. AP - FAST: Facility for Accelerating Science & Technology Knowledge Services for SDGs 

into National Development Plans (JAK-594RAS2006)  
 
Background: 
With the adoption of the new development Agenda 2030, the necessity for policy makers in 
Asia and the Pacific to follow the processes in relation to sustainability demands common 
efforts for management, a major aspect of which is integrated attention to economic and 
socio-cultural influences together with environmental issues. 
 
To facilitate the integration of the new Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development into 
national development plans, AP-FAST focus especially on SDGs 5, 6, 11, 13, 14, 15, and 17. 



AP-FAST takes into account cross-cutting SDG 5 on gender equality and 17 on partnership. It 
especially corresponds to the SDG 17, as it is indeed an attempt to help foster a ‘global 
partnership for sustainable development’, specifically by meeting targets in ‘technology’ and 
‘capacity-building’ enhancement. Gender dimension will be fully integrated into AP-FAST, by 
taking into consideration current and potential meaningful participation of women in STI 
related activities. AP-FAST sub-programmes will include all thematic areas under UNESCO 
Natural Sciences sector, including FAST-Water, FAST-Ecosystems, FAST-Climate, FAST-DRR, 
FAST-Innovation, FAST-Ocean, thus corresponding to SDGs 6, 11, 13, 14 and 15 as well. 
 
In order to achieve this, this project will be implemented through the following components: 
i. Organizing regional meetings on the implementation of SDGs, to analyse the 

incorporation of the targets of the SDGs into national development plans in Asia and the 
Pacific. One of the meeting will also serve as the official launching of the AP-FAST 
initiative in the region, 

ii. Identifying effective and inclusive means for the use of Science & Technology Knowledge 
for implementing a transformational development agenda at the national and regional 
levels in pilot countries; and 

iii. Defining an AP-FAST annual meeting model as the regional forum to discuss the processes 
and progress on the integration of SDGs in the national development plans in the region.   
 
 

D. Social and Human Science: 
 

1. Strengthening ASEAN Community 2015 through South‐South Cooperation, 
Foresight and Capacity‐ building on Inclusive Policy Development (JAK-
594RAS3001) 

 
Background: 
The rationale of the project is to bring closer social science research and policy making, to 
stimulate public-driven policy innovations, and to support evidence-based and inclusive policy 
design in the select countries in Asia. Three pilots on developing inclusive public policy will be 
undertaken including one in Timor-Leste.  
 
The project involves using innovative tools to assess the current level of inclusiveness and 
then using this analysis coupled with the collection of new data, to prepare more inclusive 
policies. It contributes to the achievement of the goals of the emerging post-2015 
development framework, to which the concepts of inclusiveness and equity are central. These 
development objectives will be achieved through four interlocking activities:  
i. Policy sharing  
ii. Anticipatory analysis and foresight  
iii. Capacity-building  
iv. Policy support  

 
The overall objective of the project is to strengthen national capacities to assess and reform 
national policy and regulatory frameworks to increase their inclusiveness and ensure the 
equal enjoyment of human rights by all, including the disadvantaged and vulnerable segments 
of population. UNESCO’s objective is to help governments improve the degree of 



inclusiveness of their public policies related to issues such as education, culture, science, 
youth and sport, and health care. The project builds on UNESCO’s substantial experience in 
promoting inclusive public policymaking in other countries, enhancing South-South 
cooperation. 
 
2. Valorizing Evidence on Inclusive Social Development to Achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (JAK-594RAS3002) 
 

Background: 
UNESCO, with the support of Malaysia Funds-in-Trust, is delivering a capacity-building 
project to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and, in particular, its inclusive 
social development goals in Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia and the Philippines. The project is 
designed to improve the availability, accessibility and usage (referred to as valorization) of 
research and evidence in inclusive policy and planning processes in each of the target 
countries. 
 
The project will be carried out in four stages: 
i. Analysing challenges and opportunities for improved valorization of evidence in 

inclusive policy and planning; 
ii. Developing and supporting the application of concrete scenarios and operational 

protocols for valorization of evidence; 
iii. Running national interdisciplinary brokerage and capacity building platforms that 

connect knowledge producers, policy makers, social and economic working in the area 
of inclusive social development; and 

iv. Developing and deploying an online facility that enables sustained (within and beyond 
the lifetime of this project) co-innovation, crowd-sourcing and systematic exchange 
between all stakeholder groups. 

 
3. Addressing environmental, social and ethical challenges of the annual haze in South 

East Asia: Bioethics and Sustainability Science in action (JAK-594RAS3003) 
 

Background: 
Haze is a reoccurring problem in Southeast Asia. Every year, peatland is dried out and burned 
in order to support the pulp, paper, and palm oil industry in the island of Sumatra and 
Kalimantan. The haze resulted from this activity had affected people in Indonesia, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Thailand, as well as the Philippines. Haze disrupts lives, costs the governments 
billions of dollars for dealing with its impacts, and leaves millions of people at risk of 
respiratory and other diseases. The unpredictable weather patterns caused by El Niño in 2015 
also compounded the social, environmental and economic costs of haze. 
 
This human-caused environmental disaster and its detrimental effect on human health has a 
clear ethical dimension. It directly relates to a fundamental ethical principle of social 
responsibility and health, elaborated under Article 14 of the Universal Declaration on 
Bioethics and Human Rights. This principle was recently elaborated and explained by the 
International Bioethics Committee (IBC) in its special report on Article 14. The haze as an 
environmental disaster also evokes other principles from the Declaration, namely Article 13 



– Solidarity and cooperation and Article 17 – Protection of the environment, the biosphere 
and biodiversity. 
 
The problems of haze can also be seen a classic case of collective responsibility shared by 
multiple actors beyond national borders. However, by linking bioethics and sustainability 
science, the region may be able take the lead in showcasing how universal ethical principles 
can be translated into concrete actions on the ground, based on scientific knowledge, to 
address environmental issues, including the annual haze problems.  
 
This project will be implemented in three stages: 
i. Research on the ethical, social and legal implications of haze in the region as a 

collaborative effort by the National Bioethics Committees of the affected countries 
(Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Philippines) to develop the main document 
for the Stage II. 

ii. Organize a Forum of National Bioethics Committees from ASEAN Member States on the 
Ethical Dimension of Haze: Seeking Solutions through Bioethical Approach. 

iii. Piloting sustainable science project based on the recommendations generated in Phase 
I (Research) and II (NBCs Forum) 

 
 

E. Culture: 
 

1. The Power of Culture: Supporting Community-Based Management and Sustainable 
Tourism at World Heritage Sites in Malaysia and Southeast Asia (JAK-594RAS4000)  

 
Background: 
In order to support sustainable tourism at World Heritage sites, UNESCO Office Jakarta and 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre (WHC) have introduced the UNESCO World Heritage and 
Sustainable Tourism (WH+ST) Programme to the respective stakeholders of the targeted WH 
sites in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. This will support responsible parties i.e. 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture, local government, and site managers to manage tourism 
efficiently, responsibly and sustainably based on the local community context and needs. 
Networking amongst site managers will also be strengthened.    
 
The project is in line with UNESCO C/4 “Protecting, promoting and transmitting heritage”. The 
project will provide a substantial contribution towards the attainment of the following 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG):  
 
SDG 8: “Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all” specifically targeting item 8.9 (By 2030, devise and 
implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local 
culture and products).  
 
SDG 11: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” 
targeting item 11.4 “Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and 
natural heritage” 
 



SDG 12:  “Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns” targeting item 12.b 
Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable 
tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products  
 
2. Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) of Heritage Cities in Southeast Asia 

(SEA) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the Pacific (594RAS4001) 
 

Background: 
Three heritage cities have been selected as the pilot sites under this project, namely: 1) 
Melaka and George Town, historic cities of the Straits of Malacca (Malaysia), 2) Jakarta Old 
Town (Indonesia), and 3) Levuka Historical Port Town (Fiji). Funded by the Government of 
Malaysia under the Malaysia-UNESCO Cooperation Programme (MUCP), the overall objective 
of the project is to build capacity for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) of heritage cities in SEA 
and Pacific SIDS with a view to developing DRR strategies and integrate them into the overall 
heritage management plan of heritage cities. The project will consist of the following 
activities: 
i. Preparation of a preliminary study on Disaster Risk Reduction Efforts at Heritage Cities in 

the Asia-Pacific 
ii. Inception Workshop of the Project Steering Committee in George Town 
iii. Research/community consultation for developing DRR strategies of heritage cities and 

national workshops bringing together cultural heritage managers and DRR agencies in 
each of the participating heritage cities  

iv. Fellowship for training courses  
v. Capacity Building Workshop  
vi. Preparation of a final report, web-based communication platform and production of a 

tool kit to raise community awareness on DRR of heritage cities.  
 
 

F. Communication and Information: 
 

1. Post COP 21: Strengthening media capacity to monitor and report on climate change in 
Asia Pacific (FEM-594INT5000)  

Background: 
This project seeks to build on the momentum generated by the Conference of the Parties 
(COP) 21, along with other activities of UNESCO to enhance media reporting on the globally 
interconnected issue of climate change by building capacity of media in developing countries, 
and most particularly in Less Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Islands Developing States 
(SIDS), to provide timely and reliable access to information and knowledge on a key 
development issue such as climate change. More specifically, the project aims to: 
 

 Equip journalists with the specialized knowledge and skills necessary for 
authoritative reporting on climate change, taking into account the phenomenon’s 
social, political and economic complexities. 

 Raise public awareness of the dangers that climate change poses for Pacific islands 
States, Southeast Asia and African countries, as an integral part of their commitment 
under the Paris Agreement to implement “their nationally determined contributions, 



in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, in a coordinated 
and effective manner, including through, inter alia, mitigation, adaptation, finance, 
technology transfer and capacity building” (Article 6.8). 

 Promote South-South networking among Pacific islands States, Southeast Asia 
journalists and schools of journalism and those from Africa, as a way of 
demonstrating both the global and geo-specific nature of the communication 
challenges inherent in climate change 

2. Safeguarding the Documentary Heritage of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS) in Southeast Asia through the UNESCO Memory of the 
World (MOW) Programme (BKK-594RAS5000)  

Background: 
UNESCO, through this project, aims to support the safeguarding of the significant 
documentary heritage of Southeast Asia, particularly focusing on Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) and Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) through the implementation 
of the UNESCO Memory of the World (MOW) programme and UNESCO’s 
Recommendation concerning the Preservation of, and Access to, Documentary Heritage 
including in Digital Form (2015). The Recommendation serves as the most up-to-date tool 
available to governments, museums, archives, libraries, the private sector and individuals 
working to preserve and provide access to the world’s documentary heritage. 
The programme will also result in the creation of a Southeast Asian / ASEAN ‘action plan’ 
for the implementation of the new UNESCO Recommendation. 
 
In this context, UNESCO through its office in Bangkok and Jakarta, will undertake the 
following actions: 
a) Organize an international seminar on the implementation of the UNESCO 

Recommendation concerning the Preservation of, Access to, Documentary Heritage 
including in Digital Form. 

b) Organize National Capacity Building Workshops on the MOW programme. 
c) Organize Regional and National study of significant documentary heritage in Timor 

Leste, Myanmar and wider Southeast Asia. 
d) Develop illustrated publication (online and hardcopy) of the results of the study of 

significant documentary heritage. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-world/recommendation-concerning-the-preservation-of-access-to-documentary-heritage-in-the-digital-era/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/memory-of-the-world/recommendation-concerning-the-preservation-of-access-to-documentary-heritage-in-the-digital-era/


Annex 2: List of projects supported by MFIT (categorised by UNESCO’s 5 programme areas) 
 

EDUCATION NATURAL SCIENCE SOCIAL HUMAN SCIENCE CULTURE COMMUNICATION AND 
INFORMATION 

1. Support in Preparation of 
Bhutan School Education 
Sector Blueprint 

2. Knowledge generation and 
dissemination to support 
education reforms for 21st 
Century 

3. Skills Development through 
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training 
(TVET) 

4. Improving the Quality of 
Learning through Enhanced 
Student Learning 
Assessment 

5. Promoting South-South 
Cooperation through 
Climate Change Education 
in Asian Pacific Small Island 
Developing States 

6. Strengthening technical 
and vocational education 
and training (TVET) for 
improved skill outcomes in 
the Asia-Pacific region 

7. Education for Sustainable 
Development in the Pacific 
Island Countries 

8. Educating for Sustainable 
Futures through integration 
of values in school-based 
and community-based 

1. Fostering Tsunami 
Preparedness, Response 
and Mitigation in the 
Indian Ocean Small Island 
Developing States and 
African Coast Countries 

2. Science Harnessed for 
ASEAN Regional Policy 
(SHARP) 

3. South-South Cooperation 
for Enhancing Science, 
Engineering and 
Technology Standards in 
Asia and the Pacific 

4. Upscaling water security to 
meet local, regional, and 
global challenges 

5. Towards Economic 
Resilience in the Pacific 
and Southeast Asia: 
Reducing Risk of Loss & 
Damage in the Tourism 
and Agriculture Sectors 
from Extreme and Slow-
Onset Events through 
Improved Assessments 
and Education 

6. AP - FAST: Facility for 
Accelerating Science & 
Technology Knowledge 
Services for SDGs into 

1. Strengthening ASEAN 
Community 2015 through 
South‐South Cooperation, 
Foresight and Capacity‐ 
building on Inclusive 
Policy Development 

2. Valorizing Evidence on 
Inclusive Social 
Development to Achieve 
the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

3. Addressing 
environmental, social and 
ethical challenges of the 
annual haze in South East 
Asia: Bioethics and 
Sustainability Science in 
action 

1. The Power of Culture: 
Supporting Community-
Based Management and 
Sustainable Tourism at 
World Heritage Sites in 
Malaysia and Southeast 
Asia 

2. Capacity Building for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) of Heritage Cities in 
Southeast Asia (SEA) and 
Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) in the Pacific 

1. Post COP 21: 
Strengthening media 
capacity to monitor and 
report on climate change 
in Asia Pacific 

2. Safeguarding the 
Documentary Heritage of 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) in 
Southeast Asia through the 
UNESCO Memory of the 
World (MOW) Programme 



EDUCATION NATURAL SCIENCE SOCIAL HUMAN SCIENCE CULTURE COMMUNICATION AND 
INFORMATION 

programs targeting young 
people 

9. Strengthening Ministry of 
Education Leadership in in 
the Implementation of 
Education Policy and 
Reforms 

10. Strengthening STEM 
Curricula for Girls in Africa 
and Asia and the Pacific- 
Phase I 

11. ECCE Teacher Development 
in Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific Small Island 
Developing States 

12. Strengthening National 
Capacity for Sector-wide 
Planning to Achieve SDG4 
in Asia-Pacific through 
South-South Cooperation 

13. Pathways to Empowerment 
- Building Capacity for 
Quality Higher Education 
and TVET in Pacific Island 
Countries 

National Development 
Plans 

 
Another 3 projects approved were to: 

1) support the management and coordination of the Malaysia-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust Programme. 

2) promote MUCP during the 38th Session of the General Conference of UNESCO 

3) provide advice to the Government of Malaysia and UNESCO concerning the implementation of the MUCP through the Mid-Term Evaluation. 

 
 




