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REQUEST FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT SERVICE 

Project title: Addressing environmental, social and ethical challenges of the annual 

haze in South East Asia: Bioethics and Sustainability Science in action 

Ref: JAK/SHS/L/18/0569 

 (Please quote this UNESCO reference in all correspondence) 

 

Date:  27th April 2018 

 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

You are invited to submit an offer for a project on Addressing environmental, social and ethical 

challenges of the annual haze in South East Asia: Bioethics and Sustainability Science in action, in 

accordance with the attached Terms of Reference (TOR). 

 

The Request for Consultant Service (RFC) consists of this cover page and the following Annex:  

 
Annex I  Terms of Reference 

 

Your offer comprising of cover letter and Curriculum Vitae (CV) should reach UNESCO Office, Jakarta, 

no later than 25 May 2017 to the following address: 

 

UNESCO Office, Jakarta 

Jalan Galuh (II) No. 5, Jakarta 12110, Indonesia 

Stating “SEALED PROPOSAL - DO NOT OPEN” 

or by email to:  jakarta@unesco.org 

 

Closing Date and Time: 25 May 2018, COB 

This letter is not to be construed in any way as an offer to contract with your firm/institution. Your 

proposal could, however, form the basis for a contract between individual consultant and UNESCO. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TERM OF REFERENCE 

Individual Consultant Service 
 

Consultancy to (1) contribute to the research to address the transboundary haze pollution in 
Southeast Asia from Bioethical and Sustainability Science perspectives, and (2) produce a 
comprehensive report consolidating the existing research outputs. 

 

I. Backgroud 
 

UNESCO Office Jakarta is implementing a project on “Addressing environmental, social and 
ethical challenges of the annual haze in South East Asia: Bioethics and Sustainability 
Science in action”. This project is funded by Malaysia Fund in Trust (MFIT) and aims to 
achieve transformative thinking and action in regards to the issue of haze in particular - as 
well as sustainable agricultural practices, within the affected communities and among 
policymakers. The overall project has three consecutive Phases: (1) Producing analytical 
framework that explores environmental, social and ethical aspects of haze, (2) Conducting 
the Forum of National Bioethics Committees (NBCs) of ASEAN countries to deliberate haze 
from universal ethical perspectives, and (3) Piloting a community-based project to realize the 
recommendations generated through the ethical deliberations.  
 
Phase 1: From April - September 2017 in Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore, researchers 
produced diverse case studies on “Understanding and Tackling Haze Pollution: Perspectives 
from Sustainability Science and Bioethics” that explore socio-economic and environmental 
aspects of haze based on the following country perspectives.  

Indonesia 

 Conducted in Riau, Jambi and Central Kalimantan Province, 

 Led primary research in the haze-affected communities in Indonesia, which included 
interviews with local communities and indigenous people on the social, health, economic, 
and cultural drivers of agricultural practices that contribute to haze and, 

 Identified examples of the local knowledge and practices that can be effective in changing 
the patterns of behavior towards more sustainable agricultural practices. 

 

Malaysia and Singapore  

 Focused on haze as an ethical imperative, making links to the universal bioethical 
principles, 

 Investigated the health, environmental and socio-economic impact of haze on the 
affected populations, 

 Analyzed the overall geopolitical picture and inter-state relations over the haze issue, 
including the role of ASEAN in addressing the problem through multilateral mechanisms, 
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 Explored the role of the international trading system, including the financial and trade 
institutions, banks and other lenders, commodity-trading companies, and other major 
national, regional and global actors, and    

 Identified global best practices in effective transformation of the patterns of behavior 
towards a more sustainable environmental practice that can be applied to the mass 
agricultural production (palm oil, paper pulp) in Southeast Asia. 

Phase II: The Forum of National Bioethics Committee (NBCs) was conducted in Malaysia (July 
2017) and Indonesia (December 2017). The Forum brought together multi-stakeholder from 
Southeast Asia and used The Universal Declaration of Bioethics and Human Rights to frame 
the debate on haze pollution. The participants discussed about the research document 
produced from Phase 1 and used it as a guidance to generate evidence-based 
recommendations derived from ethical deliberations for the relevant actors and 
stakeholders.  
 
Phase III: Piloting community-based projects to apply key recommendations, is currently in 
the initial stage of implementation. 
 

II. Objective and task 

The overall purpose of this ToR is to produce a report on bioethical perspectives on the 
annual haze in Southeast Asia. The consultant will gather, review, analyze and synthetize 
available literature produced by diverse sources, related to bioethics and transboundary haze 
in Southeast Asia, particularly for countries that are commonly affected by haze – Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore.  

The analytical report will be a systematic, reader-friendly, visually appealing publication that 
provides easy insight into haze and its multiple social, economic, and ethical dimensions. The 
report will incorporate and be based on the following key elements: 

1. Facts on haze – Provide a general overview and key facts about haze in Southeast 
Asia: the forest/land fires, their determinants and their economic, environmental, 
and socio-cultural impact on communities.  

2. Links to Bioethics and Human Rights – Highlight the key universal bioethical and 
human rights principles contained in international standard-setting instruments 
(such as the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights and the 
Declaration on the Ethical Principles in relation to Climate Change) that 
transboundary haze evokes.  

3. Policy guidance – Focus on the finding lasting solutions by highlighting the different 
stakeholders’ roles and responsibilities to uphold universal ethical and human rights 
principles.  

4. Data and documentation – pictures/photos (provided by UNESCO), diagrams, tables, 
and any other supporting graphics needed for the final report.  

The major sources of the report will be:  

(1) A literature review capturing the current research and analysis of annual haze in 
Southeast Asia from bioethical perspective. The literature review should include previous 
studies that cover specific issues on Bioethics, haze impacts to local communities, and 
haze as a transboundary problem. 

(2) Standard-setting instruments of UNESCO – mainly the Universal Declaration of Bioethics 
and Human Rights and the Declaration on the Declaration on Ethical Principles in relation 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001461/146180E.pdf


to Climate Change – with the articles linked to the policies, practices and trends that 
contribute to haze production.  

(3) The research and analysis produced in the framework of this project and contained in the 
UNESCO research report (Phase 1) and the recommendations from the Forum of NBCs 
(Phase 2).   

(4) Additional academic or other reliable and publically available resources as needed to 
reinforce the available research.  

 
The analytical report will be published and disseminated to the government, policymakers, 
CSOs, universities and related stakeholders. The document will be used for activities for 
Phase 3 of this project (Piloting a community-based project to realize the recommendations 
generated through the ethical deliberations). The report will be the basis for the production 
of various educational materials (Phase 3) for the local communities on haze, its effects on 
health and its links to universal ethical principles and concrete human rights.  

 
III. Reporting and Working Arrangements 

 
During the course of the assignment, the consultant will be under direct supervision of 
UNESCO Jakarta Office, and will work closely with other designated UNESCO staff. The 
consultant will work out of office.  

 
 

IV. Outputs and Reporting 
 

1. Draft literature review of Bioethical Perspective on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution in Southeast Asia.  (delivery date: 15 June 2018). 

2. Analytical Report that consolidate the literature review with UNESCO’s 
documents (delivery date: 31 July 2018). 

 
V. Payment Schedules 

This is an output-based contract. A payment of 5000 USD will be made in two 
installments:  

1. The first payment upon acceptance by UNESCO of the draft review on Bioethical 
Perspective on Transboundary Haze Pollution in Southeast Asia (1500 USD) 

2. The second payment upon acceptance and approval by UNESCO of the final 
analytical report (3500 USD) 

 
VI. Timing 

The consultant will carry out the assignment between 1 June 2018 and 15 August 2018. 
 

VII. Requirements 
 
- Advanced degree in social sciences  
- Professional background on social research in the area of forestry, agriculture, or 

natural resources management.  
- Familiarity with bioethics, environmental ethics and human rights frameworks 
- Preferably an experience in consultancy related to transboundary haze pollution (in 

Southeast Asian countries is desirable) 
- Excellent verbal and written communication skills in English  
- Availability via telephone, email or video-call during the full duration of assignment  


