
 

 

I am pleased to greet all participants to Interdisciplinary Creative Arts Therapeutic 

Emergency Response Workshop, held in Bohol and organised by the UNESCO 

Dream Center. I thank each of you for attending this Workshop and for the spirit of 

humanism that inspires this meeting. 

It is symbolic and important that this Workshop is held in Bohol, which suffered from 

the impact of the earthquake and from the devastation of the Typhoon Haiyan. 

Bohol embodies the spirit of resilience that all societies need today, and especially 

those of Small Island Developing States, on the frontline of climate change.  

This Asia Pacific Regional Forum is designed to address trauma through an 

interdisciplinary approach to restore the confidence of communities and to rebuild 

anew. For this, the Workshop will train and mobilize national teams to cope and 

overcome – through creativity and solidarity -- the difficulties faced by survivors of 

disasters, victims of armed conflict or other forms of violence.  

At a time of global change, societies are increasingly connected and increasingly 

fragile. The experience of the Philippines tells a story that has meaning for every 

society today. This is a story of vulnerability but also of recovery from the 

devastation of typhoon Haiyan. This shows how solidarity and creativity are 

essential ingredients for overcoming challenges and for bringing hope and strength 

to affected communities. Arts education has a key role to play in releasing trauma, 

in promoting healing and in catalyzing positive change. 
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This is why UNESCO supports arts education as a vital tool for intercultural 

learning, for global citizenship and for the acquisition of life skills. This education 

highlights the importance of cultural diversity, and it reinforces behaviors and values 

for deeper social cohesion. This is essential for all societies today – global 

challenges mean that no State can stand alone, and humanity can only move 

forward together, guided by shared values and common aspirations for a better 

future.  

I wish to congratulate the UNESCO DREAM Centre, coordinated by the 

Earthsavers Dreams Ensemble, for this groundbreaking initiative. My special thanks 

go to Cecile Guidote-Alvarez for her longstanding commitment to the values of a 

new humanism and her relentless engagement to take forward UNESCO’s 

objectives.  

I wish all participants a wonderful and creative experience. 

 

Irina Bokova 
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