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Ladies and gentlemen,  

Thank you for coming to today’s launch of the 2016 Global Education Monitoring Report, Education 

for people and planet: Creating sustainable futures for all. We are proud to be hosting the first of four 

global launch events of this significant report here in Jakarta, in partnership with the Government of 

Indonesia.  

The Global Education Monitoring Report – or GEM Report – was mandated by the 2015 Incheon 

Declaration to provide independent monitoring and reporting on our collective education progress. 

This year’s report is the first in a fifteen-year series that will follow the world’s progress towards the 

4th goal of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.  

The cover photo of this year’s GEM Report was taken in Indonesia. Togean - a small archipelago in 

Tomini Gulf, Sulawesi – to be precise. There are multiple islands, many of them very small and 

uninhabited. This photo was taken on the Pulau Papan island, meaning “plank island”, where the Bajo 

tribe live in stilt houses, above the water. Due to the island’s small size, there is no school. A wooden 

bridge was built connecting their island to the neighbouring island of Melange, in order to enable the 

children go to school. The bridge spans for 1.8 kilometres, and these children walk it every day in order 

to get their education.  

It is a fitting cover for what is an ambitious and broad reaching report. The determination 

demonstrated by the Bajo tribe to ensure that their children attend school should serve as an 

inspiration for us to keep the education promises we have made.  

At this early stage, however, and based on projecting current trends into the future, it is already clear 

that countries will not reach their key education commitments by 2030. Universal primary education, 

which we were supposed to have achieved by 2015, will not be achieved until 2042. Lower secondary 

education will not be achieved until 2059 and upper secondary education until 2084. Even rich 

countries are not on track: no country in Europe or North America is expected to reach the upper 

secondary target by the deadline.  

This first GEM report should act as an alarming wake up call. It shows that achieving global education 

commitments requires an unprecedented and immediate break with past trends. And it shows that 

now, more than ever, education has a responsibility to be in gear with 21st century challenges and 

aspirations, and make the transformational changes we need to meet the 2030 Agenda. The report 

examines the benefits that would be reaped around the globe if we meet our goals, and the dangers 

to our collective future if we do not. Each and every Sustainable Development Goal will be affected by 

our success or failure to get more children, young people and adults learning around the world. 

The synergies between the 17 Sustainable Development Goals are deep and far-reaching. Which is 

why we must work collaboratively across sectors, industries and actors in order to meet them. This 

means that finance and planning ministries must invite their education colleagues into discussions 

about systemic planning; that ministries of health, gender, environment and labour must have better 



linkages between themselves and with education; and that civil society and the private sector must 

focus on cross-sector collaboration and integrated perspectives in their work.   

Given the ambitions of our education agenda, a collaborative approach is essential. For every dollar 

spent on school feeding programmes coordinated between ministries of health, agriculture and 

education, it is estimated that three dollars are earned in various economic returns. Employing 

teachers to deliver simple interventions, such as pills or micronutrient supplements, may cost one-

tenth as much as delivering through traditional mobile health teams, even after considering additional 

teacher training costs. For countries struggling with conflict and violence, education encourages 

constructive political participation and provides people with opportunities that help to steer them 

towards a peaceful path. 

Meanwhile, education itself must change; schools must live and breathe sustainable development, by 

design and in practice, so as to ensure that they are not promoting unsustainable practices. The 

education sector has much to learn from indigenous communities in the way they protect eco-systems 

and pass green knowledge and practices across the generations. Education needs to keep up with 

changing labour market demands, and produce higher-skilled workers who can adjust to complex and 

sometimes competing technologies. At the same time, we know that learning for economic growth 

alone is not a basis for a sustainable future, and can lead to non-sustainable production and 

consumption, in ways that harm the environment.   

To meet our education obligations during the coming 15 years, three things are clear.  

Firstly, the only way to ensure that everyone receives inclusive quality education is to take inequalities, 

and the gathering of data surrounding inequalities, seriously. We know that only 1% of the poorest 

rural women complete upper secondary education. We know that 35% of children who are out of 

school live in conflict affected areas. We know that 20% of the richest youth complete 4 years of 

tertiary education compared to 1% of the poorest youth. But we need to know far, far more. Surveys 

focusing on education conducted at the household level, as well as an inter-agency group that 

supports the comparative analysis of survey data, will go a long way to making sure we have the 

information we need.  

Secondly, we need to expand opportunities for continued learning throughout our lives: in school, at 

home, in our communities and in the workplace. Enrolment in tertiary education has doubled since 

2000 to 207 million; yet, by one definition, only one third of adults are financially literate. We know 

that adults who lack the basic skills necessary for work are far more likely to be unemployed or in 

working poverty. Every young person and adult should have opportunities to continue learning: we 

must learn new skills and competences, learn to innovate and empathise, and learn how to consume 

responsibly.  

Finally, we need increased and predictable financing for education – both domestic and international. 

Good quality education for all is a cost-effective investment. At present we have a chronic financing 

gap of at least $39 billion and need all stakeholders to follow through with their commitments. 

Education gains proliferate across other sectors, but we need external aid to education to increase at 

least six-fold. Globally, education is a public good, worthy of investment from each and every one of 

us. And it’s not just education that benefits: investment should be directed to integrated interventions 

that are more likely to have multiplier effects for several development outcomes. We must also make 

sure that aid and investment is targeting those countries most in need. Currently, many of those 

countries struggling the most with getting their children into schools, or who are affected the most by 



conflict, do not receive commensurate amounts of financial support from the international 

community. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are all here today because we believe in education’s potential to be a 

powerful and positive force for social, economic, and environmental change. We need to continue to 

work better together, in collaboration, and bring to the planning and implementation table key 

partners across all sectors – from government, civil society, the private sector, academia, and 

international actors who view education as a central aspect in their plans for change. Only then will 

we be truly on our way to achieving our goals for universal quality education by 2030.  

Thank you.  

 

 


