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Selamat siang and salam, 

I would like to begin with warm congratulations to the Indonesia NatCom for UNESCO for 
organizing this important event. 

Education for HIV prevention has become more important than ever. Indonesia is contributing to 
4% of all new HIV infections globally in 2013 positioning it as the eighth-biggest contributor of 
new infections worldwide. Indonesia had 2% of all AIDS-related deaths last year. The young are 
particularly vulnerable. Basic health research shows that young people aged 20-29 account for 
more than 36% of new HIV infections in Indonesia, but only 19% of young people in Indonesia 
had comprehensive knowledge about HIV and AIDS in 2011. Currently, far too few young 
people are receiving adequate preparation which leaves them vulnerable to coercion, abuse, 
exploitation, unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV. The 
evidence is clear. Empowering young people through education to make informed decisions 
must lie at the heart of prevention. Indeed, in the absence of a cure, education is the only vaccine 
available today. 

The goals of HIV programs are to achieve Zero new HIV infections, Zero discrimination and 
Zero AIDS-related deaths. The concept of getting to three zeroes on HIV and AIDS are strongly 
interdependent on one another. It would not be possible to get to Zero on AIDS related deaths if 



the targets to Zero on new HIV infection were not achieved and if stigma and discrimination 
were not addressed. Education and awareness raising is key to the success of the three zeroes. 

We do believe that these are not impossible goals. In fact, Michel Sidibe, The Director of 
UNAIDS has just recently stated in a report launched just before an International AIDS 
Conference in Melbourne that "The AIDS epidemic can be ended in 2030 in every region, every 
country, in every location, in every population and every community".  

We believe that achieving the goals of three zeroes on AIDS requires mutual reinforcement of 
the effects of the three, with a strong role for education. Further awareness raising and education 
is needed on all aspects of the three zeros, including on prevention the positive effects of anti-
viral drugs on both survival and transmission, and on removing stigma and discrimination.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

UNESCO has been an UNAIDS cosponsor since 1996 and leads the education sector response to 
HIV and AIDS. Comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) is an agreed priority in the prevention 
response to the epidemic, as global best practices provide evidence that CSE has long term 
impacts on behavior change and is cost effective. 

But it is not easy to introduce sexuality and reproductive health education. It is sometimes 
sensitive and, in general, teachers struggle with it as well. Thus we have introduced the 
International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education, together with Indonesia NatCom, in 
2012. These guidelines are intended to provide a rights-based sexual and reproductive health 
curriculum and assist education, health, and other authorities in developing and implementing 
school-based sexuality education materials and programmes.  

Worldwide, 87 countries have used ITGSE as their reference in providing sexual and 
reproductive health education. In Indonesia the National Family Planning Bureau (BKKBN), in 
collaboration with UNESCO, adapted the ITGSE into Indonesian context last year and we 
welcome the Ministry of Education and Culture who have committed to strengthen teacher 
capacity in delivering sexual and reproductive health education. Nuh, the Minister of Education 
and Culture, himself has stated that “Educational institutions should provide a private space for 
students to share their problems about this issue”. 

HIV and AIDS is a cross cutting issue, and hence the strategy of education for coping with HIV 
and AIDS requires coordinated action in the country level. This emphasizes the importance of 
this meeting today through identification of best practices internationally and also best practices 
in the country. 

I wish you all a most productive and successful workshop. Thank you very much. 
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