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Speech by Prof. Hubert Gijzen, 
Director of UNESCO Jakarta 

On the occasion of Project Launching Ceremony with Panasonic, Jogjakarta 
17 December 2014 

 
- Prof. Kacung Marijan, Director General for Culture, Ministry of Education and 

Culture  
- Ms. Laily Prihatiningtyas, Head of PT. Taman Wisata Borobudur, Prambanan and 

Ratu Boko 
- Mr. Tri Hartono, Head of Yogyakarta Heritage Preservation Office 
- Mr. Marsis Sutopo, Head of Borobudur Conservation Office, Ministry of Education 

and Culture 
- Mr. Suganuma, the President of PT. Panasonic Gobel Indonesia 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am delighted to join you tonight at this magnificent World Heritage Site, for the official 
launch of the project to support the environmental conservation and education for the next 
generation at the Prambanan Temple Compounds. 
 
On behalf of UNESCO, I wish to express our sincere appreciation to Panasonic, represented 
here today by Mr. Suganuma from the Panasonic Gobel Indonesia, for its generous 
support to this project.  
  
UNESCO would also like to convey its appreciation to the Indonesian authorities for their 
cooperation in this project, especially the Ministry of Education and Culture, PT. Taman 
Borobudur, Indonesian National Committee for UNESCO, the Yogyakarta Provincial 
Government, the Central Java Provincial Government, Prambanan Conservation Office, and 
Borobudur Conservation Office.  
 
May I also take the opportunity to thank all the local and youth based NGOs for your 
commitment in participating in the conservation and awareness raising for the protection of 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Without your support this project would not have been 
possible.  
 
Ladies and gentleman,  
 
The Prambanan Temple Compounds, constructed in the 9th century, represents not only an 
architectural and cultural treasure, but it also stands as a proof of a significant religious 
peaceful cohabitation then, and today. Due to its outstanding universal value, The Prambanan 
Temple Compounds was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1991.  
 
The Prambanan site previously used halogen lamps to illuminate the compounds. But thanks 
to the generous donation made by Panasonic, the conventional halogen lamps have been 
replaced by a total of 21 LED light projectors. These LED projectors will substantially 
reduce energy consumption, and their long life can significantly lower maintenance costs. 
The green technologies introduced in partnership with Panasonic can help contribute to 
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UNESCO’s long term objective of safeguarding of World Heritage Sites, by strengthening 
the environmental sustainability dimensions of heritage sites.  
 
The support by Panasonic will also be extended to the project entitled ‘Supporting 
Sustainable Development at the Borobudur and Prambanan World Heritage Sites through 
Youth Livelihood Development and Green Technologies’. This project will include 
educational and cultural activities for youth and creative industry producers living around 
these World Heritage sites.  
 
Under this initiative, two activities - ‘Youth Forum on Safeguarding World Heritage on 
Sustainable Development, Green Technologies, Creative Economies, and Mitigating Natural 
Disasters’ and ‘Capacity Building Training for Youth for the Development of Creative 
Industries and Sustainable Tourism’ - will be conducted over the course of one year in close 
collaboration with all stakeholders including local government, schools, and relevant 
business network for the creative industry promotion.  
 
UNESCO hopes the results of this project can be expanded to other World Heritage sites in 
Indonesia in order to bring more benefits to the environmental and heritage conservation for 
next generations. We stand ready to support the government of Indonesia, in cooperation 
with other partners, to make this happen.  
 
Thank you all for your generous support in this project. 


