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Honorable Secretary Br. Armin A. Luistro, Secretary, Department of Education, 
 
Respectable Assistant Secretary Jesus L. R. Mateo, Planning and Development, 

Department of Education 
 
Prominent Mr. Edicio De La Torre, Co-Chair, National EFA Committee 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a great honor for me to be here this morning to participate in the official launch of the 
2013-14 EFA Global Monitoring Report, with the theme Teaching and Learning: Achieving 
Quality for All. I’d like to first praise the EFA Secretariat of the Department of Education for 
successfully convening this important event. 
 
Since the year 2000, when the Dakar Framework for Action was adopted by 164 
countries, the EFA Global Monitoring Report has been the prime instrument to assess 
global progress towards achieving the six EFA goals. This is the eleventh Global 
Monitoring Report, and for each publication UNESCO’s GMR team gathers input from 
governments, NGOs, bilateral and multilateral agencies, UNESCO institutes and 
research institutions — with the aim of providing the most up-to-date information to 
decision-makers at the national and international level. 
 
Each year’s report also focuses on a theme of particular relevance and importance in 
the EFA process. This year’s report focuses on the sixth EFA goal – improving the 
quality of education, and on the importance of providing all learners with the best 
possible teachers. 
 
The Report presents some stark challenges to the Global Education Community. It 
makes it clear that by 2015, not a single EFA goal will have been achieved globally. It 
also emphasizes that there is a global learning crisis that is hitting the disadvantaged 
hardest. And while this is the reality of our current situation, it should also provide 
motivation for us to accelerate progress in the final stages of EFA. Once more, we are 
reminded that we must put in place a robust global post-2015 education framework to  
to track progress of the marginalized, and include specific targets to finance 
education. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good quality education cannot be achieved without good quality teachers. Teachers 
play a vital role in ensuring that all children, including the disadvantaged. By 
supporting teachers, policy makers can begin to overcome education challenges. 
Teachers and teacher unions need to be made part of the solution, and be involved in 
the design, development and implementation of policies and reforms to improve 
educational quality for all. 
 
I look forward to discussing with you today the findings of the 2013-14 GMR and to finding 
ways to address the challenges it identifies. Let us put our great minds together to find 
solutions to to address these issues, both now and in the next development agenda. 
 
I wish you a successful launch and discussion! Thank you very much for your kind attention. 
 


