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Your Excellency Islam Karimov, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am deeply honoured to join you today in this important event here in the renowned city of 
Samarkand.This is a legendary city, at the centre of the Great Silk Road – a city of scholarship, a city 
of art, culture and architecture,  a city of the world. I can hardly think of a better place for this 
international conference on the “Impact of the Legacy of Great Scholars and Thinkers of the 
Medieval East to Modern Civilization”. It is significant that the first conference to be organized in 
this magnificent building is dedicated to the field of sciences.  
 
At the outset, I would like to express my appreciation to His Excellency President Islam Karimov 
and the government of Uzbekistan for organizing this important event on a subject of great interest to 
UNESCO and, more generally, for the strong commitment to the fields of education, the sciences, 
culture, and communication and information. 
 
Last August,Ms Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, joined His Excellency President 
Karimov for the official opening of the 9th International Music Festival “SharqTaronalari” in 
Samarkand in the beautiful setting of Registan Square not far from here. She shared fond memories 
of her visit and requested me to convey her warmest regards to you, Mr. President, and to all 
gathered here. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
It is symbolic that the international conference is organized here in Samarkand. ‘Samarkand – 
Crossroads of Cultures’ is inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List for its outstanding 
universal value. With at least 2750 years of history, the historic town of Samarkand is located on the 
crossroads of cultures and of the great trade routes that traversed Central Asia, including the 
legendary Silk Road.  
 
The Oriental Renaissance in Central Asia is also closely related with Samarkand, capital of the 
powerful and prosperous state, created by your great predecessor Amir Temur.   
Prominent scholars and thinkers, such as Al-Khwarizmi, Abu Rayhan al-Biruni, Abu Ali Ibn Sina 
(also known as Avicenna),Ulugh Beg, Akham Fergani and Alisher Navoi are among those who made 
a major impact on the development of the sciences, philosophy and culture, and brought fame to the 
entire region. The achievements of these great scholars of the Medieval East in the fields of 
mathematics, astronomy, natural sciences and medicine had an enduring influence on thinkers and 
scientists well beyond the region during subsequent centuries. 
 
Results of their studies and academic proceedings were important sources of knowledge in leading 
universities of Europe during subsequent centuries. It should be noted that achievements of world 
sciences of the XIV-XVII centuries are very much based on the principles elaborated by the great 
scholars of the Medieval East.     
 
Beyond their direct contribution to their respective fields of expertise, all of these renowned thinkers 
and scientists are noteworthy for the intercultural dialogue they generated through their travels and 
encounters in the various parts of Central Asia and beyond. These exchanges played a fundamental 



role in the development of scientific knowledge, their personalities and their contributions to 
civilization at the global level. In this way their lives and accomplishments hold many valuable 
lessons for contemporary societies, including the youth, of the region and beyond, who have much to 
gain through reinforcing cultural and scientific exchanges. It provides a good example of the 
importance of international academic exchanges, which enrich and add values to scientific studies.  
 
UNESCO is convinced that encounters and exchanges between scientists of different regions 
contribute considerably to the overall enrichment of all peoples concerned.  As they also foster 
mutual understanding, they can ultimately reinforce social harmony and improve livelihoods. Thus 
dialogue and exchange are fundamental to UNESCO’s overriding mission to build the defenses of 
peace in the minds of men and women.  
 
Over the last four decades,UNESCO has spearheaded a number of ambitious initiatives aimed at 
reinforcing dialogue and research in Central Asia.The six-volume series entitled “the History of 
Civilizations of Central Asia” is a ground-breaking scholarly survey of the history, and cultural and 
scientific achievements of the region. It highlights the common heritageand experience of the rich 
mosaic of peoples comprising Central Asia.The UNESCO Project "Integral Study of the Silk Roads: 
Roads of Dialogue", further reinforced the concept of ‘common heritage and plural identity’ within 
the region. Born out of the UNESCO Silk Roads project, the International Institute for Central Asian 
Studies (IICAS), based here in Samarkand and cooperating with UNESCO since its establishment in 
1995, has conducted extensive studies and research on cultural exchanges on the Silk Roads. Another 
noteworthy initiative realised in our partnership relates to the celebration of the 1000th anniversary 
of the Khorezm Mamun Academy in 2006. The Academy attracted world-renowned scholars and 
thinkers, such as Biruni, Ibn-Irak, Al-Khammar and others, who significantly contributed to the 
development of the sciences.Furthermore, UNESCO has recently launched “The Silk Road Online 
Platform” that aims to bring together academics and researchers through an inter-disciplinary 
approach for sharing and exchanging their knowledge on the Silk Roads. Connecting over 55 
countries in Asia, Africa and Europe, this innovative initiative revives the Silk Road in today’s 
digital space, for international cooperation, development and dialogue.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
The timing of this International Conference comes at a critical juncture – as we advance towards the 
target date for the Millennium Development Goals and as we shape a new global development 
agenda to follow 2015. The post-2015 agenda must address the big questions of our time-- questions 
about eradicating poverty, enhancing food security, promoting sustainable energy, managing water 
and environmental resources, controlling disease, mitigating natural and man-induced disasters, and 
fostering sustainable cities. 
 
Through a series of field visits yesterday to the Alisher Navoi National Library in Tashkent, the 
International Centre on Solar Energy in Parkent, the Botanical Garden and a round table with Uzbek 
scholars,  I could witness firsthand the major landmarks related to the sciences in Uzbekistan.  I also 
had an occasion to engage in discussions with the authorities, scientists and students on the role that 
sciences, technology and innovations play in realizing the future we want for all. 
 
Most importantly, during my visits, I noticed the motivation amoung the younger generation – 
students, young scholars and youth in general. This tells me that Uzbekistan is a  country, with a 
young and inspired population, which presents a reliable foundation for a prosperous future. These 
visits and exchanges also testify to the importance attached by the authorities of Uzbekistan to the 
development of sciences and education and to their commitment to ensuring that the best knowledge 
is brought to bear in shaping the future of the country, thus continuing the scholarly traditions of the 
Medieval East. Let me congratulate His Excellency President Karimov and the people of Uzbekistan 
for their leadership and efforts in this regard. 
 
In closing, Ladies and Gentlemen, let me remind that science, technology, culture, creativity and 
innovation are all vital for crafting new approaches that are inclusive, rights-based and founded on 



solid scientific ground. Building on the past, our vision is forward-looking – a vision of 
sustainability.The conference, therefore, provides an opportunity to look back, and take stock of 
knowledge, wisdom and achievements of the past, and build on these to develop a forward-looking 
vision of a sustainable future for all. 
 
Thank you for your attention.Kattarahmat!  


