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Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim. 

 

First of all, we thank God the Almighty for his Blessing so that we can 

get together today in good health. I would like to welcome Her Excellency 

Leonor Briones, Secretary of Education for the Philippines, Mr. Qian 

Tang, UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Education, my esteemed 

colleague, His Excellency Bambang Brodjonegoro Minister of National 

Development Planning, all resource persons and expert panelists, as well 

as our distinguished guests for attending today’s launch of 2016 GEM 

Report: Education for people and planet: Creating sustainable futures 

for all. 

 

We thank UNESCO for inviting Indonesia to be the co-host for this 

important global event, and for choosing Jakarta as the venue for the 

global launch.  

 

From 2002-2015 the Education For All Global Monitoring Report was the 

prime instrument to assess progress towards the six 'Dakar' Education for 

All goals, to which over 160 countries committed themselves in 2000. The 

Report was a vital tool for tracking progress and drew attention to 

emerging challenges around the goals, promoting international 

cooperation and supporting progress in education. 

 

With the new Sustainable Development Goals agreed last year the EFA 

Global Monitoring Report has become the Global Education Monitoring 



Report (the GEM Report). The report is targeted at decision-makers at the 

national and international level, and more broadly, at all those engaged in 

promoting the right to inclusive and equitable quality education and 

lifelong learning opportunities – teachers, civil society groups, NGOs, 

researchers and the international community. 

 

The Incheon Declaration at last year’s World Education Forum in Korea 

mandated the GEM Report to monitor and report on Sustainable 

Development Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 

and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all; as well as to monitor 

and report on education in the other Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

This year’s report Education for people and planet: Creating sustainable 

futures for all, is an agenda-setting report. It looks not just at progress in 

education, but how progress in education perpetuates progress in 

sustainable development. How even modest education progress can have 

a substantive impact on health outcomes and gender equality; 

environmental sustainability and disaster risk reduction; economic 

prosperity and decent jobs; inclusive cities and peaceful societies. The 

report examines the inter-sectoral and reciprocal links between education 

and all of the key areas of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

      

As just one example, the report looks at how education is crucial for 

disaster preparedness, and can reduce vulnerability to climate-related 

disasters. This is of vital importance to our Asia Pacific region – the most 

disaster prone in the world. The GEM Report finds that if education 

progress stalls it could lead to a 20% increase in disaster-related fatalities 

per decade; or, to put it more positively, if we complete universal upper 

secondary education by 2030, we would prevent 200,000 disaster-related 

deaths in the 20 years that follow.  

 

The 2016 GEM Report - Education for people and planet - places 

education in a central position in all discussions on sustainable 

development. It looks at how education can help to improve quality of 



life, promote decent employment, encourage civic participation and 

enable all citizens to lead a life with dignity, equality and justice. 

 

In confirmation with this new posisition of education in the SDG 

framework, the Ministry of Education and Culture is now preparing the 

Roadmap for SDGs’ achievements in cooperation with the Indonesian 

Secretariat for SDGs. 

 

To do this, education must be envisioned as moving beyond basic 

schooling to address learning needs throughout life. We must shift our 

way of thinking from education within school walls to lifelong learning, 

including a renewed focus on educating youth and adults. We need to 

ensure that we’re imparting higher skills to fulfill the needs of growing 

economies where jobs are being fast automated. The Report states that by 

2020 the world could have 40 million too few workers with tertiary 

education, relative to demand. Learning cannot stop in school, we need to 

continue learning in our communities and our workplaces in order to 

innovate and respond to the most pressing challenges of our time. 

 

In this respect,  I want to inform you that the  Indonesian Government 

under President Joko Widodo has put the  Nine Strategic Agenda named 

“Nawa Cita” in place.  One of the Agenda’s targets is directed and 

committed to the improvement of the quality of of life of Indonesian 

people by enhancing the quality of education through “Smart Indonesia” 

(Indonesia Pintar) program, for which the 12 year education is 

compulsory. The government has also committed to revolutionize the 

nation’s character through a policy of restructuring national education 

curriculum by among others ensuring the qualification and welfare of 

teachers. 
 

In the Indonesian education system, we do not only consider equity, but 

also economic and environmental implications, because we want to 

ensure that the skills provided will be able to boost the economy of the 

nation. Therefore, when we talk about improving the quality of education, 

we include mean improving skills needed for decent jobs, good 



citizenship and healthy and safe environment through the engagement  

and participation  of local communities. 

 

The report looks at the importance of this also - how education systems 

need to change in order to better respond to the new challenges of our 

time. Education systems must look to do more than just transfer 

information; they must ensure they give people vital skills and knowledge 

that can support the transition to greener industries, and find new solutions 

for environmental problems.  Indonesia seeks to build engaged, global 

citizens through a number of means: we have integrated human rights 

education in national curriculum and educational standards, our pre-

service teacher education programmes adapt sustainability themes to the 

local context, for example, by looking at illegal logging and deforestation; 

Indonesia has some of the highest rates of teacher participation in 

activities that support underprivileged people  and our students are more 

likely than others to report an open classroom environment where they are 

able to ask questions, inquire, and learn.  

 

In conclusion, the Sustainable Development Goals are  very  challenging 

agenda for us all. However, we all understand that the benefits of 

achieving SDG 4 will have vast reaching impact across society and 

therefore we must all work together to ensure they are met. We should all 

work for education that makes people and communities more inclusive, 

peaceful, cohesive and create a world that is sustainable for the future 

generations. 

 

By saying Bismillahirrahmanirrahim, it is my great pleasure to officially 

launch the 2016 GEM Report. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

 


